Dear Js, _ 9/24/72 =

In reporting all the bad qewp that made the timing of the gift of the Craiz so
much more meaningful to us that it would in and of itself have been, much as that is, I
think I forgot to menticn one outside possibility of goo€ news. snd I thihk I was pefficient ly
concerned azbout Lil's whiplash, which has eased, is not bad, just a little stiff, and the

cial two weeks are about up, To have mentioned it at thet time,

Some time ago, when David Outerbridge just refused to respond to my allegations of
violatoon of the contract amounting to fraud, I went in to see the postal inspector in DC,
From whet I told him he ssid it did sound like a fraud case and they would proceed with it
if and when I I nade it official. I didn't wamt to hurt Devid, wanting only what he had grafted
from med So, I decided to wait until the next accounting, then due 7/1.

At the booksellers' convemtion, the first time he saw me I was standing t, olking with
a good friend from Bantam, David doubletaked and went on, Next he saw me when he was in a
phone booth and signalled for me to wait, I did. Ve talked, to no point, He wag all piety.
So, I told him where I'd been end that I hadn't gone further only becouse I felt there was
- Glfference between hurting him end getting what he defrauded we of, He said he'd checi
into the alleged authors' alterations, for which they'd cahrged, and would see if they hadn't
sent me authentication of the figures that wewe th: basis of the advance. I never heard
azein until I got the alleged accounting two months late, The I said the hell with it and
took & sglection of the correspondence and the contract to the postal ingpector, It was as
I was seeking a parking place at the post office that we were hit,

 The chief inppector was not in but I saw a young msn who seemed interested said he

could sec a froud case if David can't cone up' ith valid figures usbstantiating the adv vance,
pade coplec of a few of the letters he wented bvearing on this, and said he'd like dubs of

the tapes in which we'd discussed this. So, I dld make them. It was not much fun listening

to them, particulariy because they leave ne doubt that yav¢d frouw the first intended crooked-
ness and fraud, le even suid they had and would use an agency to promote the book and they
had none and did none, not & single promotion,.

The PI said that if they see a case they will develop the fact and turn it over 4o
the UShtvorney in NYC. Well, I know what to expect there! e also said that when the USiatty
does not went to take a case and there is one, hu decided that it is a comwercial-law cnge
thet the victinm hag to teke to civil court. And that they generally have a cutoff figure
below which they will not take a case in order not to act as collection agencies for the
mail-order houses, thus while there seemed to be an open and shut case on the "author's
alterations", the sum was probably too swall for NY#, Something like $200 now, I'd gotten
him to refund part some time ago because the contract provided for a certain number free,

tell, 1'd written Devid again when I got the so-called "accounting", which doesn't
even yet tell me the print size, and reminded him agein of the other provision about Ad's
thathe had violated, that he has to calim in 60 days end then provide proof, and that he'd
done nwvuhvro S0, I got ono of his ~@14»dcﬂfvlhw letters about how accomodating they are und
hgve been and the acknowledgement that they'd have to pay. To be as helpful as possible
he cent that smeridfimd registercd.

Thus, given 4}
the legitimacy of
on intent to defraud.

While L'm hot hopeful of prosecution, I do % ink it may have a good effect when a NYC
postal iaspector walks in and says may I pl§ase have this estimate based on which you
donsunmmated a contract by mail. If they don t exist, that is fraud. If they do exist, they
have to be h;duuulonuo They are les: than half thh actual figures.

What one doesn't have to do to collect from & publisher today!

What lies behind this, I'm sure, is a non-crooked kind of crookedness, the kind of
ethics equivalent to the gut telling the gzl how much he loves her until he beds her. David
did like the book. Their eesatcies are all vo,untary and on tape, cven after our first scrap.
He concvinced L'mmelf that the subsjet alone would carry ite. I'd becn down that road with
inliew Urleans and knew it just doesu't work that way. He also felt that the reputation
arlier works, e iglly WV, would carry it. I'd been quite explicit on this when he
vicked the book up and told him it wouldn't, not to dc081VL himself or me, that if we would

fiot promotve lustily, not to take it to LLJ“Q withe I then said I knew & small publisher has
only swall ad facilities and that the answer was in promos. He said he'd send me around the
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