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'RORD VOIGES REGRET
. ANDPRIDE ON RECORD
Sorry Over Inability to Advance%

Economy — Hails Restoring of
People’s Faith in Government

By PHILIP SHABECOFF

Special to The New York Times
VAIL, Colo., Dec. 26—President Ford,
now in the last days of his brief Presiden-
cy, believes that his greatest contribution
while in the White House was restoring
the trust of the American people in their
Government.

He thought his toughest decision was
ordering a military operation to rescue
American merchant seamen in the Maya-
guez incident, One of the most difficult
tasks of his Presidency was achieving a
second Israeli-Egyptian disengagement in
the Sinai, he feels.

And his greatest disappointments were
what he said was his inability “to turn
the: economy around as effectively as I
had hoped” and his failure to negotiate
a second strategic arms limitations treaty
with the Soviet Union. - : ’

These assessments of his own Presiden-
cy emerged from a long interview by Bar-
bara Walters of ABC News with Mr. and
Mrs. Ford. The interview was taped in
the White House on Dec, 4 and will be
telecast by ABC a week from today,)The
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text of the interview was relea for |

publication tomorrow. 2 VAN
Football Watching Interfered With 77

i President Ford and his family are now
+in this Rocky Mountain ski resort on a

two-week holiday ending next Sunday. |

i Today the President canceled plans to
ski on slopes that still have only a thin
covering of snow. Instead, he decided to

! remain in his rented house and watch

" the professional football playoffs. How-

i ever, a cable television power failure frus-

: trated this plan most of-the day. .

¢ Unlike what he did on other vacation

" here, Mr. Ford is doing very little official
- work. His only major remaining Presiden-
- tial chore is the preparation of his State
. of the Union Message. He has been work-
ing on this sporadically.

*In the interview with Miss Walters, Mr.
- Ford denied reports that he was very de-
pressed after losing the eléction to Jimmy
Carter, He called the reports “totally un-
true.”

“I-think I reacted about as calmly, dis-
passionately as anybody possible could,”
Mr. Ford said. He added that he had
known that he was starting “way. way
behind”” Mr. Carter and that, although
he got very close, “our expectations were
a little higher than were justified.”

‘‘Inwardly, I really thought I was going
to win, but I always approach any compe-
tition with a view that, yes, I am going
to win whether it is in athletics or in
politics, but under no circumstances when
it was all over on Nov, 3.did it affect
my attitude, mentally or physically. We
didn’t go out a great deal. We didn’t,
you know, go out and celebrate our de-
feat. We had a lot of fun here with the
family.”

after this.”

Didn’t Find White House Lonely

The ABC interview touched on some
of Mr. . Ford’s other personal feelings
about the Presidencyv, He seid, for exam-
ple. thaf, unlike President Truman, who
called the White House a great white
prison, or President Taft. who.called it
“the Joneliest vlace in the world,” he
never found it that way.

“There have been one or two nights
perhaps where certain circnmstances
were such that it seemed awfullv big and
somewhat lonesome,” the outgoing Presi-
dent said. “But on a day-to-day basis I
enjoy it here. I think it is a great place.”
' He said that he liked the mansion as
a place to live, especially the fact that
it is right next to the office.

He further said that he would miss the
‘staff and “mostly the day-to-day chal-
Jengeés.”

“When I walk into that Oval Office,
-every day there is something new that
‘has to be done, whether it is domestic
or foreign policy,” he went on. “And I
will miss that challenge because that has
been the thing that has been the thrust
in my life as long as I can remember.”

Mrs. Ford said she had found the White
House lonely at times but would miss
the people who worked there.

“They have been such fine people and
such good friends and I know it will be
very hard for me to leave them without
tears because I ‘love them all,” she told
Miss Walters. ‘

When asked why he had kept up his
contacts with former President Richard
M. Nixon, who had left the White House
in disegrace, Mr, Ford said that he had
done it out of friendship and conscience.
He noted that he had visited his predeces-
sor in person onlv once, when Mr. Nixon
was ill with phlebitis.

Felt Obligated to Visit Nixon

“I would have had a guilty conscience
if T had not gone to the hospital and
seen a man who was literally on death’s
bed. He had been my friend for 25 years
and here was a person who was as close
to death as I have ever seen somebody |
and I felt that it was a personal obligation
to go and see him.”

Mr. Ford said he had also spoken to
Mr, Nixon by telephone six to eight times
and said:

“I don’t see anything wrong with that.
He was a man who had spent a good
part of his life in government. He had
been, I think, very successful in foreign
policy. He had known the political situa-
tion. He has been a friend of mine.”

In the interview, Mr. Ford said he
did -not plan to run for national office
again, but he stopped short of ruling out
another run at -the Presidency. When
asked if he would run again, he replied,
“I don’t anticipate it, no. But I ‘have
learned to be a little less firm than , . .”

At that point Miss Walters interrupted
to ask if he was “not going to say ‘never’

Mr. Ford replied, “Well, there is no.
anticipation of it.” .




