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NBC News Sets Up Four Exclusive Interv1ews

By LES BROWN

.NBC News has scheduled a set of four
exclusive interviews this week with John
Dean 3d,.former counsel to President
Nixon and a principal witness in the
Watergate trials, to discuss his newly
published book, “Blind Ambition: The
White House Years.”

The interview will be carried on the
early-mormng “Today” program tomor-
row, . Thursday and Friday and on the
“nghtly ‘News’ ’tomorrow evenmg

More than a year ago, NBC ‘news had

optloned the television rxghts to Mr.
Dean’s book for possible use in a special
program and reportedly had paid ‘him
$7,500 in that arrangement.

But officlals of the network’s news. divi-
sion said yesterday that Mr. Dean was
not being paid for the interviews and that
they were not in any way related to the
financial . arrangements for the "book
rights. “If we are first to interview John
Dean on television, it must be because
we -asked him fn'st ” said -Richard C.

‘Wald, president of NBC News.

Mrr Wald pomted out that appearances

==

{on 'the “Today” show were in high de- in the Watergate episode and ig hi f§ ca.n-f
| mand with authors and their publishing | did account of the maneuvermgs 6hges-
houses and were considered the most de-{-ident Nixon and the men around in,
e attempted cover-up. :

' Mr. Wal, who said he had not yet read

sirable exposure in television for the pro-

monon of new books. | @
Y 2 " [sMr. Dean’s memoir, noted thatsthe-hook
Maneuverings in Cover-up had"been_optioned while it was, é}ﬁf
Mr. ‘Wald indicated that the promo- [iprogress for a possible special NB éws'
tional: value of the appearances was réa<| had been planning on the fingl @;@YS of
son .enough for Mr. Dean and his pib-| the Nixon Administration. .
lisher, Simon and Schusber to agree toM “We've put the project on%
the.interviews. until after the electlon,” Mr, Wald®
‘Mr. Dean’s book deafls wik hLS three | ©At this point, we've made ng.de
yeats in the White House| ias 2 key figure'l on whether to go forward with'q;




