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By HAYNES JOHNSON ‘

NOT LONG BEFORE Rlcha

elected president in 1968 some of the,n}

© respe ed political observers werein agnee-
mentzabout the prospects .for his ad-

‘minis! anon “Ibelieve that there reallyi
‘new Nixon,” a maturer and mellower n‘z n
who is 1o longer clawing his way to the tcm’

Walteg Lippmann wrote. Llppmanﬁis

recommendatlon to the electorate w
echoedby Joseph Kraft: “It makes sen
vote for Richard Nixon and
Republicans.”’ i

" The wise menof the presswerenot alonem
expressing their hopes. Mike Mansfield, who
would continue to lead the Democratic ma-

, jority during the Nixon years, looked
forward to a stronger role for the Senate in
foreign affairs. Blacks, who met with leon
and heard him promise to ‘‘do more for the

‘ Negro'people than any President has‘ever
done,’” were impressed. And Americans
generally accepted Nixon at face va‘lile‘: the

K ‘stated goal of his administratlon was to be

htstory On to the next act.

‘It is perhaps naive of Jonathan Schell to
assume that, after all we have been through,
we will want to endure another recounting of
sooft told a tale. When thearticles that form

‘the basis for this book began appearing in
The New Yorker last year, I confess my im-
mediate reaction was all too typlcaL‘ “Not

-+ another analysis of Richard Nixon and Our

.Times. " YetSchellhasperformedabgilli

§erv1ce He gives coherence to events that'

- {seem, in retrospect, to have been almao:
“ comprehensible. Here, happily,:

“¥polemic, no political proselytlzmg, no

‘grlter stricks, noangryepithets, noappeals

| to emotion, no posturing,no lecturingand no

‘&ﬁ*— or blessedly little — moralizing. He is
Iucrd and convmcmg

Schell’s thesis is simple — so obvious, in-

” ‘d’eed thatitisoftenoverlooked. Ourinvolve-

nt in Indochina led, step by step, yéar by

r, mto the most " protracted mternal

titutional system. The Nixon yearS‘ were
:thus merely the climax toa crisis long in the
naking. As he wrxtes

‘i rabroad, the strife at home, angii‘ the
'rii*ﬁﬂeystematrc convulsion. at the ej

gréw out of the’ f)recedmg one, %111
were episodesina single story: a story

leon Was y

]

that encompassed some ten years of .
Americanhistory. Today, looking back
overeventsthatnooneforesaw, thatno
one fully grasped when they occurred,
and that many wouldnow like toforget,
Americans are left still wondering
where the trouble came from, what it '
did to the nation, and what, if anything,
it was all for.,
His hope, he says modestly, is merely to
“reconnect some of the fragments that are
to be found in the various records of the Nix-
on administration, in order — as a first step
toward understandmg what has happened —
to make the experience whole.” And he of-
fers “some thoughts on the deeper and more
enduring American political crisis, of which
the Nixon administration was only a part.”
So much has been made of the familiar
events of Watergate and the eventual im-

- peachment process that the steps along the .

way are often forgotten. Schell brings them
together with chilling clarity. The lies, the

- hypocrisy, the manipulation, the assaults on

individuals and institutions — all were
present, almost from the beginning. Like the
administrations that immediately preceded
it, the Nixon group operated on twolevels, in
publicandinprivate, Thesecret, anddarker
side of the/Nixon years carried lgzwlessness
toan unprecedented degree In the end, the
Nixon men went too far. . They set in motion
the forces that destroyed them, but only
reluctantiy and beiatediy was that final bat-
tle joined.

/Perhaps ‘Schell’s major contrtbﬁhou isnot
in_ the retelling of those events, but in
remmdmg us that a greater problem
remains. For a generation now the

jAmemcan government has been living with

one greatreality: how to guarantee survival
in the nuclear age. American policy-makers
hg?ve proceeded on the belief that they must

- preserve our “credibility” in the world by

fostermg the belief that America will use its
vastpower toensureits, and the world’ s, Sur-
vival from a nuclear holocaust. To achieve
that aim they took all necessary steps, in-
cluding 1llegal ones. Vietnam was central to
that struggle. The longer the war contmyed
the more 1llegal actions were. undertaken in
the name of winning it. As time passed
tory incombat becameincidental
the critical battle — for public
home. When that struggle began'to be’ Tost,
the illegal bperations were" intensified in
number and degree. The will of the peoplern-
creasingly came into conﬂlct with the wijllot
the state.

That demaqcratic dllemma is an old one.
‘Lincoln posed it best more than:a century
ago: “‘Musta governmentoy ,

: PEOPa

weak to maintain its own existence?’

Schell suggests that the crushmgburdeh of

nuclear weapons has raised even gregter

questions about national freedom

and salvation. And they are quest1
transcend the Nixon era,

“‘They are questions,’’ he says, “0 Wthh
the framers of the Constitution and all
counsellors from other centuries are"s:lent
The questions are unprecedented, they are
boundless, they are unanswered, and they'
are ‘wholly and lastingly ours.” 41 o
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