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Chelsea, Okla.

A former Oklahoma
said yesterday former Presi
controversial statement that “he could
“kill' 70 million Russians” with a phone
call was perhaps “a little too forceful.”

Clem McSpadden was one of the .

first Democrats to visit the White House:
during Mr. Nixon’s “Operation Candor,”
just before Mr. Nixon resigned. (?)

“I had occasion to visit President
Nixon on other occasions and this was
not one of his best nights,” McSpadden
said in a telephone interview.

‘,Cahforma Senator Alan Cranston
disclosed the former President’s state-
ment last week saying he is concernqg~
t. having so much
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- of the country.”
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e didn’t name.

According to Cranston’s veréion
Mr. Nixon told the congressmen he
could kill “60 million people” by pt
ing a button.

McSpadden said he asked Mri Nix-
on about the threat of Communism and
the then-President answered, “F can
pick up the phone and kill 70 m11110n
Ru551ans in ten minutes.”

McSpadden said he was concerned
because of the way Mr. Nixon answpred
the question by saying “I (Nixon) can”
rather than saying the United States
had such a capability. He said Mr. Nixon
appeared to be “putting himself ahead
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