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Ou particularly - cheerless
days\ at his San Clemente
Elba, it may come as some
solace to Richard Nixon, that
assiduous collector of Historic
Firsts, to.know that he has
inspired a Historic Most: his
presidency seems destined to
generate. more memoirs,
analyses and instant histories
than' that of any of his
predecessors.

Spurred by their early
discovery that Watergate
sells,’ ‘America’s publishers
are gushing forth enough
Nixon volumes to satiate even
the most heavily addicted
Watergate junkie. Thus,
though both J. Anthony Lukas
and “Clark Mollenhoff are
hﬁtﬁr Prize winners who
8 cellent sources in the
. Nixon White House, it seems
*legitimate to ask what their
books can add to the
voluminous Watergate canon.

In Lukas’ case, the answer
is thoroughness. Until the
‘inevitable academician
produces the inevitable - four-
volume treatise, Lukas’ 626-
page effort will stand as the
definitive .exposition of
Nixon’s decline and fall.

“Nrghtmare” is immensely
rich'{idetail. Do you want to
know“the aliases of Anthony
UlaSewicz? The color of
CREEP’s carpets? The
etymology of “Abplanalp”?
The fee Gordon Liddy had to

T

cluttered: Lukas aformer -

New York Times man, has a
nice way with-the language —

" Woodward and Bernstein, for

example, are described as “‘a
bizarre hybrid,.a kind. of
Journahsnc centaur with an
aristocratic' Republican head
and runty Jewish hind

‘quarters” —andheis a good
story teller, !

The problem for anybody in
the Watergate book business,
of course, is that any story
gets stale in the 39th retelling,
and there are times when
Lukas 1is treading such
familiar ground that even he
fails to sustain interest.

Clark Mollenhoff,
Washington bureau chief of
the Des Moines Register and
Tribune, has circumvented
that problem by devotmg half
of his book to a review of some
less familiar Nixon outrages
— the Hoffa pardon, the
Ernest Fitzgerald flrmg, etc.

— that occurred during his 10
months as Nixon’s White
House “Ombudsman.”

“Game Plan for Disaster”
is valuable - because
Mollenhoff’s own experience
provides such a clear
demonstration of how the
Nixonians managed to subvert
everyone they took into their
fold. ’

Clark Mollenhoff is his own

man; in 1960 he refused an
1nv1tat10n to join the Kennedys
in Camelot because he was
afraid he would lose his in-
dependence. Yet in 1969, when
this same man warily ac-
cepted Nixon’s offer, he was —

. for a while, at least — co-

opted.
The Nixon men did it by
shesnfonée of intimidation. At

pay the girl who paraded pude oneuspoint,  for example,

past Muskie’s hotel room%3tis
all here; and all acce§b* le,
too, because Lukas -has
complled a_46-page index
(from “A 1l g

convincing explanat
George McGovern was i
able to turn Watergate into
campaign fodder (“reporters
— shunned by the aloof,
unavailable Nixon — focused
instead on the easy, available
stories about McGovern’s
staff troubles”). He offers a
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damagmg IRS mformatlon on
George Wallace’s brother.
Murray Chotiner, the political
hatchetman, demanded to see
it, but Mollenhoff refused,
‘‘the extreme sen-
sitivity”” of tax information.

Chotiner pressed; Mollenhoff °

held firm, But then Haldeman
began leaning on Mollenhoff in
his intimidating way and

‘within a few days Mollenhoff

‘“sent it through Bob

‘Haldeman to the President

with. a premonition - that
Chotiner would probably

receive a copy.”’
After a string of frustrations
at the hands of the

‘‘Presidential captors,
Haldeman and Ehrlichman,’”
Mollenhoff had the good sense
to bail out. He went back to his
newspaper and enlivened the
remainder of the Nixon years
with occasional top-of-his-
lungs outbursts — Lukas
describes him as “an enraged
bull” — at Ziegler, Kissinger
and at Nixon himself.

The second half of
Mollenhoff’s book is a review
of the Watergate affair; it is
fairly humdrum, except for
the mtrlgumg revelation that
the ‘“‘provisional sentencing”
play which John Sirica used to
wring cooperation from the

breaksin  culprits was
- suggested . to. the;@«udgef
Clark Mollenhoff.

Mollenhoff has not set ot%’td“
present an exhaustive work on
Watergate in the Lukas mold,
but he occasionally finds a
nuance that escapes even-
Lukas’ exceedingly fine net. -

In describing the fateful:
Supreme Court decision
forcing Nixon to give up:his-
tapes, Lukas looks only atithe
immediate lmpact of Warren*
Burger’s  opinion. But-
Mollenhoff, with the guidance:
of Harvard Law professor:
Raoul Berger, takes a second
look and finds in the opinion
‘“the seeds of dictatorship”
that make another Watergate-
“‘entirely possible.” For Chief
Justice Burger, in a gratuifous
dictim, not only legitimatized
executive privilege, but also
established some grounds:
under which assertion of .the
privilege will be almost Jn=
challengeable.

That result, Mollenhoff
says, sets the stage for

“another presidential power
grab of Watergate propor-
tions.” He warns that “w
cannot be content to behg@ﬁ*
that it will not happen aga

And that, finally, is why. ﬁ ‘
should welcome these’ two
additions ta the mountain of
Watergate literature. The
more we know about the Nixon
disaster, the better prepaged
we may be to keepfu

- Nixons out of the White stw,

detailed 'schematic of how
Henry Kissinger bluffed,
backtracked and lied about hlS
wiretaps — but still emerged |
untouched. He stops 47 times |
to profile the people he is
writing about.

Yet the book never seems




