Nixon Testifies

rand Jury

AboutWatergate

Washington

Former President;Nixon .
has voluntarily submigted to .
11 hours of questioning by
Watergate special prosecu-
tors and grand Juror1§,31t’was
disclosed yesterday.

Documents filed in U.S.
District Court said the ques-
tioning - of Mr. Nixondunder
oath. took place last Mé)nday
and Tuesday at tahé; U
Coast Guard station near
San CIecmente hosme }im
lem:;'s WaShmgton “attor-
ney,:.said the queshonmg
covezed “a wide ragge of
subwcts ” "The grand jury
that received his téstimony
has‘been mvestlgat g the
18%' minute gap on a’White
House Watergate tape, the
fmanmal affairs “of ‘Nixon
confidant C.G. (Bebe) ‘Rebo-
zo, and campaign’ fund ir-
regularities durmg the 1972
presidential race.’

Two members of a grand
jury formed in J anuary, 1974
the last remaining of

t h ree Watergéte-related

K

'panels — were present for.

Mr. ' Nixon’s questioning,
which was conductedsby at-
torneys from. the :office of
special prosecutor I-Ienry S.
Ruth Jr,

A iverbatim transcmpt of
the session, which will re-
main: Secret in the manner
of other grand jury :testi-
mony, will be presented to
the .21 grand jurors.. The
18-month life of that grand

jury is due to expire July 7X

Mr. Nixon is immune from
federal prosecution for any
actions he took during his
5% years as President, un-

ider ferms of a full' pardon

granted last September by
President Ford. Thus,-his
y would help, the

‘gran ?_]ury only ‘as. it may

have related to other per-
sons. .

!

Despite the pardon, Mr.
Nixon was required to give
truthful answers under pen-
alty of perjury.

Chief U.S. District Judge
George L. Hart Jr. allowed
Mr. Nixon to be questioned
in.California because of “the
health of Richard M. Nixon
and other le gal considera-
tions.”” Papers signed: by
Judge Hart, Miller and Ruth
indicated that the ‘‘other
corisiderations” involved the
Nixon pardon.

A joint statement by those
men Said Mr. Nixon wished
to have his cooperation with
the grand jury made known
publicly.

A spokesman for Ruth de- -
clined to say how many at-
torneys were present for the
questioning, who the jurors
were, or whether Miller was
allowed to attend. Under
normal grand jury ptoce-

dures, the.lawyer for a wit-

ness is mot, permitted in the
grand jury room, although
the attorney may.sit outside

Beack xf’age Col. 1

oft' ‘occasion.

Durmg the three onth’
Watergate coverup trialthat
concluded last New Yeal’s
Day, Mr. Nixon was sub--

poenaed both by pmsecutors 3
and by lawyers for five for-
mer Nixon aides who were
on trial. However, because
the' court-appointed doctors .
certified that Mr. Nixonwas
too ill to travel at the time,
US Distriet iJudge John J.
St ica said his testlmony ’
uld not be required. 2%

‘special accommoda-

Toq shield promiri’ént offi-

cialsy ' undue publicity,
: rs-have occasio.n- 3
a en their testimony in

offices away from
the co rthouse.

Mﬂler saidin a statement:

“It was Mr. Nixon’s feel- |

ing in view of the anticipat- '
ed length of his testimony, .

‘the present state of his

health and the complications
unavoidably attendant to ex-
tended trayel, his examina-
tion would¥he most efficient-
ly conducted in California.”

Milﬂér said the former

President’s testimony “fol-

lowed consultatmn with his -

medical advisers.”

It was understood that 4‘:Mr
Nixon was not subpoened be-

. cause he volunteered to give

testimony. This was in con-
trast to his refusal to testify
while President.

At a news conference on
Feb. 25,1974, Mr. Nixow Te-
vealed that he had rejected
an offer by Leon Jaworski,
then special prosecutor, to
appear before a grand jury
investigating Watergate cov-
erup allegations.

“‘On constitutional grounds
I declined to do so,” hetfold
newsmen. He Said he had of-

fered to provide written an- .

swers fo written questions
but that Jaworski had
spurned this offer. #

In the subsequent coverup
case indictments handed
down by the j}xry in M
1974, Mr. NixGn was ngxed
an unindicted ¢o-conspirator.
Jaworski said later that the
jury would have named Mr.
Nixon as a defendant had he
not been president.

Mr. Nixon resigned the
following August in the clos-

: ¢ ing days of the House Judici-

ary Committee’s impeach-
ment inquiry.

The Grand jury that fook
Mr. Nixon’s testimony is in-
vestigating possible obsfruc-
tion of justice in connection
with the partial obliteration
of a White House tape that
had been under subPoena.

That tape was of a June
20, 1972, conversation be-
tween Mr. Nixon and H.R.
Haldeman, then his chief of
staff, three days after the

. Watergate break-in. Halde-
" man’s handwritten notes of

‘that meeting showed that
the missSing tape_ portion

t dealt with a discussion about
W a’cergate

The tape inquiry also has
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expanded to cover deletions
@gf W@tergate material from
om,e “White House tran-
scrlpts Mr. Nixon gave the
House Judiciary Committee.

Rebozo, a Miami banker
and friend of Mr. Nixon for
nearly 20 years, is reported-
ly béing investigated for the
alleged mishandling of cash
campaign donations given

" between 1970 and 1972.

Illegal donations by corpo-
rations to a variety of Dem-
ocratic and Republican can-
didates also have been the
subject of grand ]ury testl-
mony.:
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