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Representative Benjamin
S. Rosenthal (Dem-N.Y.),
threatened Internal Revenue
Service officials yesterday
with contempt of Congress
action for not giving his sub-
committee a report on IRS
snooping before it was made
public.

The IRS report — acknow
-ledging use of computers to
keep track of gossipy tidbits
on suspect taxpayers — was
delivered to the Congres-
sional Joint Committee on
Internal Taxation Monday
night on the eve of sche
uled hearings before Rosén-
thal’s House Subco

on'Government Operations.
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The joint committee
promptly released it to the
news media and Rosenthal,
who had asked for an ad-
vance copy, was livid after
seeing it first in the newspa-
pers.

I think you’re a candi-
date for. contempt of Con-
gress.” he snapped at Burke

. W. Willsey, chief assistant to
IRS Commissioner Donald
C. Alexander.

He also charged that Alex-
ander had deliverately “at-
tempted to demean” the
subcommittee, a charge Al-
exander denied.

Other subcommittee mem-
bers acctised the IRS of cov-.
ering . up its snogping aci-
tivites — particularly “‘Op-
eration Leprechaun” in the
Miami area - for three
vears and then glossing over
it in the report.

“Operation "Leprechaun”
— a code name coined by
the single IRS agent in-.
volved —- was an informa-
tion-gathering operation that
began in 1972 against 70 tax-
payers. mostly prominent
but unnamed Miamians in-
cluding  politicians and
Judages.

The report said informa-
tion gathered was of ‘‘some
value’” in just seven tax cas-
es but was of little or no
value” in the remaining 63.
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