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. Wiretaps on government
,oﬁlclals and . newsmen_, or-

ered by the Nixon adrrﬂ&ms
tration - following  alleged
news leaks were carried out -
iman atmosphere of seCrecy
far more stringent than any
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~ and not to dis¢uss their ags-

other FBI national secgéx; ty

wiretaps in the last 20 yi
according’ to court .papers
filed here.

In addition to. detailing
the conditions of the wire-
taxgng, the' deposition filed

ederal court offers a
ghmpse into the FBI S
security Wneta ni-
g ‘installation ir %’1 Jold

,tor&

- Post Office building.

There, according ‘'tq- <the
vdeposmon scores “9n-
ivestigative clerks™ sit» be-«

fore modified sw1tchboards
at”hbrary-style tables, head-
pHones clamped over thei
s, reference -books by
;§1des :to_help identify
mes, waiting to. lister

;natlons most sensmve do-
mestlc Wn:etaps

deposition
elter, a for-
yee who

Iwrmr;;g(ilzto 1973 personal“ly

Jeir. mgnitoring.

torngys in a lawsuit by Mor-

perin. contends
ps’ were
* they ‘were '‘not court-

e:‘t*

b ‘pohtlcally motivated.

ormation.

imo tecords of the
eoncermng th
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As the taps remained on,
Belter said, he and Jones
queshoned the type and
amount of mforma'aon\ be-
ing received on the lines but
that Jones told him the taps
would have to remain until

m
on conversations, picked p;
q}m ‘wlhiat some conmder ithe |

comes |

: «Belter‘s:r
‘deposmon was taken by at-:

alperin, the former Na-
%ecumty Coungcil; aide
telephones were tap-

the Nixon adminis-

ithe
illegal * be- .

proved and may have

signments even with other
FBI employees within the
monitoring post.

~fn  general, monitoring
clerks are told to listen for
all  possible information
about known and suspected
spies, including their sex
habits and possible drug us-
age, Belter said..

But in the taps of govern-
ment officials and newsmen,
Belter said, the monitor was
given a “broad area in
which (the subject) was in-
terested, so that he would
(include in the logs) conver-
sation that had to do with
almost all of the day-to-day
concerns of the U.S. govern-
ment.”

Attorneys faxmhar w1th
this and other litigation
growing out of the Nixon-or-
dered wiretaps said the dep-
osition by Belter is ‘the
most devastating testimony
yet by a government official
that the taps were not nor-
mal national security wire-

' taps.

Belter began his depo-

3
sition by describing the nor-

mal procedures for the in-

i stallation of a national secu-

ri.ty wirétap. He told how he
would make arrangements
through former telephone
company official Horace
Hampton on behalf of the
FBI to get a specific tele-

. phone line connected to a

i government says the |
\taps were legal because the
‘President has the authority

order .national security |
s without court ap- .
and were & legl‘n“
pational security ef-
sstop leaks of classi-.

iployees: monitoring/
rernment officials ‘and
en taps were told, to
iriac

pS(

trunk cable 1uhn1n‘§w% the
old Post Office building.

There, he would rhake the
actual installation of the tap
and plug in tape recorders
to the lines. He would then
check to make sure he was
on the correct line by dial-
ing the number under sur-
veillance; if it was busy,
he'knew the tap was com-
pleted.

After the connection is
complete, the work of the
monitoring agents begins.
They sit at a library-style
desk with at least two tape
recorders at their command
in front of a telephone-type
switchboard, he said.

The switchboard is equip-
ped with a light and buzzer
to show there is activity on
a given tapped line. When
' the light goes on and the
buzzer sounds, the clerks be-
gin simultaneously listening
and taking notes on the con-
versation while also Eecord—
ing it.

If the conversation is con-
sidered important, it is
typed verbatim soon after it
is completed. If it requires
urgent action, it is immedi-
ately routed to an FBI su-
pervisor, Belter said.

“If, for instance, there

was a known NKVD agent

(the Soviet equivalent of the
CIA) who had made arrange-
ments to meet an individ-
ual, that we considered of
some interest to us at 2

“o’clock that afternoon, that

information would be of no
value to use tomorrow
morning,” Belter said.

There were few opera-
tional manuals telling the
clerks how to do their jobs,
Belter added, since “the
whole activity of electronic
surveillance has sort of been
kept in a closet all the years
when I was with it.”

Belter said the sophis-
ticated  equipment used
makes national security taps
almost impossible to detect,
and if a customer whose lme
was tapped reported trouble
on the line, the telephone

company would immediately :
tell the FBI to remove the -

tap so it would not be- dis-
covered on any line check.

He noted, however, that
Metro cqnstructlon interfer-
red wigth “wiretapping opera-
tions because of cut cables.
“The whole phone company
was driven crazy by all of
these changes and these was
plenty of opportunity for
things to go wrong,” he
added.

After a tap has been on a
phone for a while, the moni-
tors may elect to listen only
to calls they know they are
interested in; Beélter said.
But when the taps are first
installed,) the monotors try
to “compﬂe sort of a bhook
on that subject,” including
the identities of his friends,

the riends of his wife, and l

the friends of his clulchen,
his whereabouts at given
times of the day, and “even
if he calls for the weather.”

The subject’s sex habits
are also fair game, Belter

' said. “If you have a known

or suspected Soviet intelli-
gence agent, sure, we want
to know if he gets along
with his wife or if he
doesn’t:;y We particularly
want to know if he had
some extramarital affair go-
ing,” he said..

After giving the general

‘description of the activities

of the national security unit,
Belter then gave his recol—
lection of the beginning of
the Halperin tap:

““Ony May 9 (1969), (FBI se-
cunty coordination supervi-
50 Courtland J. Jones
came to me with a peice of

| scratch pad™ paper in his

hand and said words to the
effect of ‘I just got a call
' from Bill ‘Sullivan (former
Associate FBI Director Wil-
liam Sullivan) and he got a
call from the White House
and he wants us to put on
this coverage right away.

“I think in response to a
question from me ... he
(Jones) said this was a leak
case out of the White House.
I seém to recall his mention-
ing that these are (then NSC:
aide Henry) Kissinger's
men, and I think there was
also a few remarks about
‘They’re really upset about
the leaking of information
out of the White House.”

Belter said he had never
before or since received an
order from the White House
“with the directness that oc-
curred in this case,” and “I
considered that thxs was as
important a matter as we
had ‘handled in my many
years.”

Belter said Jones told him
further that the taps were'to
be handled “strictly on ‘a
need-to-know . basis; that I
was toassign only old and
trusted employees to it; that
we were to keep the knowl
edge of the thing limited . to
an absolute minimum; that
we ‘were to receive no paper
omithis installation; that we
were: to generate no paper
on the installation; that we
were to keep no copies of the
log summaries; that we
were to do no indexing; that
the log summaries should be
hand-carried to Mr. Sulli-
van's office the first in the
morning of each regular
work day.”

Belter said he and. Jones
were concerned over the
lack of paperwork on the
taps because “at the time
Mr. Sullivan. was feuding
with Mr. (former FBI direc-
tor J. Edgar) Hoover . . .
and this thing was such an
important thing to us, the
fact that we were covering
White House people, and peo-
ple still in tha White House,
that it made us a little b1t
nervous.

“And I think we men-
tioned something like, God,
I hope Sullivan isn't free-
wheeling and dealing direct
with the White House and
cutting out the regular
routine . . . In other words,
that he was undertaking ac-
tion between him and some-
one at the White House "
Belter added. -

The actual written ‘author-
ization for the operation
came three days later from
then Attorney General John
N. Mitchell, Belter said, The °
tapped lines were monitored
on a 24-hour daily basis by
three shifts of employees he
said.

orders came from Sullivan
or others to remove them.
In routine cases, there is a
review 30 days after a na-
tional security wiretap is in-
stalled to determine if it/is

I

still needed, and the taps
then have to be rejustified
every 90 days, Belter said.
No such reviews or rejustifi-
cations were ever made in
the Halperin tap, Belter said.




