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The Watergate - special
prosecutor’s office said yes-
terday it will not‘provs_e’cute
Democratic National ‘Ghair-
man. ; Robert- Straus 5140 11
charges of accepting anille-
gal $50,000 campaign centri-
bution bécause the statute of
hmitﬁfﬁb‘ns has run out.”

Strauss was natified of the
decision by a letter from the
prosecutor’s- office, thus
ending weeks of discussion
on  whether he would, be
prosecuted for accepting the
contribution from the  Ash-
land Oil Co! in 1971. :
. When he accepted the
$50,000° from Ashland, he
listed it as a miscellaneous
donation. Thus there was

nothing to show the money -

came from a corporation.
' Federal law forhids corpo-
rate contributions in federal

elections. i
Ashland: subsequently
pleaded builty and was fined
pleaded guilty and was fined
for t making “an ilegal ’@{;gr
porate" contribution.
. Strauss told a repor
the time that he may have
committed a “technical”’ vi-
olation of the law in listing
the contribution as miscella-
neous. He insisted, however,
that he had been convinced
the contribution wag legal,
that. it came from -Ashland
executives, rather than an
illegal contribution from the

corporation. :
The special prosecutor in-
vestigated. But a question
arose as to whether the stat-
ute: of limitations had ex-

pired. ' g
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The law ihVolved was
19?5 Corrupt Practices
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whieh- was replaced by, the
Federal Elections Campaign
Act of 1972.

The new law, however, dld
not eliminate liability for vi-
olations of the old 1 .fmt Jt
st f

- Tdves~special - prosec or.y,
affer consultation with the
Justice Départr;;ent,-,d@‘cided%
thatithe Strauss case wash
one -of the areas where tha{g
statute. of limitations lxad@
been' reduced. S §
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