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Sen. Gaylord Nelson (D
Wis.) yesterday urged Con-
gress to reject a proposal by
the General Services Adminis-
tration under which former
President  Nixon’s . White
House tape recordings and
papers would be made public.

Nelson told a Senate com
mittee that many of GSA’s
proposed 'regulations “are
cleaq;ly inconsistent with the
. letter and the spirit” of the
Presidential Recordings and
Materials -+ Preservation Act,
which Nelson sponsored and
Congress enacted in Decem-
ber:

Nelson particularly criti-
cized a provision that would
give GSA Administrator Ar-
thur F. Sampson, a Nixon ap-
pointee; final decision-making
authority, on what Watergate
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and other Nixon Whlte House
materials should be' released.

The Wisconsin | Democrat
also charged that exemptions
GSA has proposed under
which Nixon White House ma-
terials would be kept private
are too broad and “could|
mean that the public would be|
denied access to'yast #mounts
of material which, shmnd not
be kept secret.”

‘Under the new lan on the
Nixon White House’s tapes
and papers, Congress has only |
90 legislative days—until /iate
summer or.-early fall—to ap
prove substitute regulations|.
for releasing the material, or
the proposed GSA rules auto-
matically will take effec‘i;

Nixon has challenggﬂ‘ the
constitutionality ‘of the new
law, suing to require enforce-
}mgnt instead, of a prior agree-
ment GSA made with the for-
mer President that would al-
low him to retain title to the
White House tapes and papers |
and'to deny public access to
them. w%

Sampson yesterday ', pre-
dicted that full-scale précess-|
ing of the Nixon White Heuse |
materials won’t start till late

' The court will rule whether

1976"and “it will most likely
be 1977 before the public has,
~aceeSs. to many well-known
’Watergate materials.”

“Our plans contemplate that § .yac
 virtually all information.relat- :

]mg to the abuse of govern-'
imental power will be fully

said in discussing GSA’s pro-
posal to spend $7 million for a

House documents and
reels of tape that occupy-:25;-
000 cubic feet of space.

the former President’s suit.

the materials are largely pub-
lic,.as Congress contends in

ers Upposed |

Nelson told the senate wxov-
ernment Operations Commit
tee, “Having a political ap
pointee make the final deter
mination with respect to the
retention and public availalbil
ity of the materials poses seri-
ous risks . .. The decisions on
the Nixon materials should be

iimade to the extent nossible,

by a nonpartisan group.”
Sampson said GSA’s pro-

.| posal includes sufficient safe-

guards to prevent 'politically
motivated decisions in regard
to which Nixon White House
materials will be released. He

‘| said a three-member panel of

professional archivists, would

processed by 1980,” Sampson i T

staff of 100 to catalogue 42
million pages of Nixon White
880 i

Court orders at present pre-
vent any cataloguing of, the %
Nixon tapes and papers pend- i
ing a final court decision on i

the 'new law, or pr1vate, as
Nixon mamtalns :

~

be “much more fully 1nv01ved

than the GSA administrator, | “We basically have a semahﬁg
who probably would be called | L‘c d1ff' ulty, said Sampson’
to rule on accgss in only -alin resgénding to these objec-

small {raction” of dlsputcd‘ HEHE
cases. W &
Nelson ecriticized the p1o] Sen. .Abraham ~A' Rlblco,ff
committee chair-

posed exemption of material (B-Conn.),
“When the release of°those man, said decisions on releas-

portions would tend to embar-ling the Nixon White House
P

rass, damage or harass living materials probably will set pre-
persons.” Hz said, “Almost Lv‘c cdents for future presidents.
definition, the WatergaLe af- “Weve got h° responsibility.

tairs are embarrassing  to'to treat Mr. Mixon as fairly as
those who were associated we would threat any sub-
Yyith them.” szquent  President” Ribicoff
¥ Nelson also criticized a said.

vent public ac-| Committee members agreed
aterials 11‘ sudl to urge prompt appointment

é:-ovision to
gess to the

irelease “would discles or| a 1T-member commission
' compr omuﬁ national <n( urxt‘ | at thie new law creates to re-
£ infermation’«. He ccmmend longrange policy on

lassified materi- rulaan‘ of federa al  officials’

made public. {records.-

all non

said
als should be




