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I %p Marines

Ask Early
Retirement

Washington

Rebuffed by civilian lead-
ers, -the two top officers of
the ' Marine Corps have
asked 'for early retirement,
Pentagon sources said yes-
terday.

General ' Robert E. Cush-
man Jr., Marine comman-
dant, and General Earl E.
Anderson, assistant com-
mandant, have submitted
letters asking for retirement
July 1, the sources said.

 Secretary of the Navy J.
William Middendorf is ex-
pected to approve.

The two generals acted
less than a week after Presi-
dent Ford followed the rec-
ommendation of Secretary
of Defense James R. Schles-
inger and Middendorf and
nominated Lieutenant Gen-
eral-Louis Wilson to succeed
Cushman.

Cushman, whoe four-year
term normally would end
December 31, is known to
have supported Anderson to
Succeed him.

he would lose about $

Cushman, who_h
more than 40%years |
ice, has told newsmen th

S

cal quirk in the lawsfAnder-
son also would stand to lose
the same amount.

‘this year it was marked by

special Dbitterness, in part
because of a rivalry between
corps aviators and ground
officers.

If Anderson had become
.commandant, he would gave
been “the first aviator to
reach the top of the corps.
Another factor believed.to
have figured in the outcome
of the competition was a dis-
pute over letters sent to 70
marine generals asking
their views on who sheuld
. succeed Cushman. E
Some of the generals”
claimed that the Iletters
were coded so they could.be
identified with their prefer-
ences. Both Cushman and

Anderson  denied an y
wrongdoing.
Undersecretary of the

Navy David S. Potter inves-
tigated the situation and,
sources said, nothing legally
wrong was found.
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