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U.of SouthernCalifornia
ToBuild aNixon Library
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LOS ANGELES, April 20—
Former President Richard M.
Nixon and thé Univetsity of
Southern California /said
that, Mr. Nixon was
papers and materials
lated“over his years in public
office to a Presidential‘library
to be established on thesuniver-
sity’s main campus. When com-
bleted, the library “would be
rdeeded to the Federal Govern-
ment. o &

The joint statements ]geftun-
clear, however, the question of
what papers and material :
former President wa

empowered to dona the
university. . »
The papers and materials of

the Nixon Presidericy, ineluding
the White House tapes, are in
Washington. Last December,
President Ford signed.into law'

a bill- authorizing the: Federal |
Goverament to retain owner-|
ship:ofiMr. Nixon’s Presidential

papers,
Attorneys for Mr. Nixon are
challenging the constitutionality

of that:law, and the case is
before a three-judge  Federal
District Court Panel, which is
deciding whether it may assume
jurisdiction in the matter.

Also in Washington, in the
National Archives, is a sizable
block of pre-Presidential ‘papers
that Mr. Nixon don-ate‘;i,@'the
Goveriment in twof’fﬁg arate;
deeds in 1968 and 19697 r
was used as part of Mr;,
income ‘tax deduction.- A tax -
deduction for 1969 was’ ulti-
mately disallowed by the" In-
ternal Revenue Service, “but a
spokesman for the General Ser-
vices' Administration said‘today
that the Government still con-
sidered Mr. Nixon’s gift of pre-
Presidential papers legal.

A further impediment to Mr.,
Nixon’s plans to deed his Presi-
dential papers to the university
is a series of civil suits asking
that the public be given access
to,the former President’s papers
under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act. Those suits have been
stayed pending a_court decision

on ‘the constitutionality of fhe
Government’s decision to rggain
the Nixon Administratio p-

ers.
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In the university’s statement,
John R.- Hubbard, president of
the university, noted some of
thé: uncertainties involving the
agrement with Mr. Nixon. Mr.
Hubbard said that if the statue
requiring that Mr. Nixon’s Pres-
idential materials be retained
in Washington was declared in-
valid, plans for construction of
the library would “begin im-
mediately.” But the university’s
statement did not say what
would happen to the library
plans if the papers and mate-
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rials of the Nixon Administra-
|tion did not become available, |
Leonard Wines, a spokesman
for the university, said that if,
|not all of the principal papers
were included in the b_equest‘
to the planned Presidential li-|
brary, “various aspects” of the
university’s agreement with Mr.|
Nixon might have to be recon-|
sidered. : )

“There are a lot of built-in
contingencies,” Mr. Winesisaid.
“It is clear that, if eveg
is not included, those def
nations” to build the 1ibrary
|“will have to be made based
on what is and isn’t” available,
he added. s :

Also left unsaid in the joint
statements was what kind of
facility the university would
provide and under what: con-
ditions the public would have

< jaccess to'the material. The uni-
. |versity said funds for the

li-
‘brary would be raised through
public subscription. o
In Mr. Nixon’s statement,¢re-
leased through the university,
‘the former President said it had.

to. make available “for histori-
cal research and analysis” the;
papers, and "materials acquired
during his long tenure in public
office, and was therefore “very
pleased” with the agreement to
have the papers on the univer-
sity’s campus,

The papers and other mate-
rials span the years of Mr. Nix-
on’s tenure in public office,
starting in 1947, when he be-
gan his first term as a Repre-
sentative from California, and

|concluding last Aug. 9, when

he resigned as President,

Mr. Nixon is not an altmnus
of the university, but his wife
graduated from U.S.C. in 1937
and.several of Mr. Nixon’s top
aides attended the university.

Only last week, the Richard
Nixon Foundation, which was
originally established to build‘
a Nixon library and museum,
was  formally dissolved, and!
the  foundation assets turned
over to Whittier College, Mr.'
Nixon’s alma mater.

Today’s agreement between
the university’s 33-member

_|board of trustees and Mr.,

Nixon, concluded informally
last night at the Palm Springs
home of Walter Annenberg,
the former Ambassador to
Britain, came as .a surprise.
Earlier this week,s Mr. Hub-.
bard had acknowledged that
several ‘“‘very tentative” talks
had been held between Mr.
Nixon and university officials,
but he said no agreement was.
near,

Whittier College and the city

of Whittier had also expressed
some concern that they would

ibe left out of plans to deed

been his desireIfor many ;ye’érg'l.;Presidential materials.




