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From Nixen Tape Cases

U.S. District Court Judge
Chdtles R. Richey has disqual-
ified himself from . any future
coutt hearings and rulings in
fawsuits concerning the White
House tapes and dpruments
‘rom. the Nixon administra-
tior; el
The withdrawal came with-
-out-explanation’ by .Judge Ri-
chey, who had ‘previoysiy re-
fused when asked by former
President Nivoms a torneys to
take himself out of the cases.

Judge Richey said yesterday
he Wduld have no comment -on
the brief order, which was
dated last Friday/at 4 p.m.

Richey ruled on Jan. 31 that

_M‘u.ﬁe_}g ________

tapes-and documents from the
Nixon = administration be-
Hlonged to the federal govern-
(ment.and not to the former
‘president- .
. Healso  rejected an argu-
nent by Nixon’s attorneys
that. the former President
could claim presidential privi-
lege -on . the materials, even
though he was no longer in of-

fice. R
i That ruling has never taken
| effect,. however. since an

| emergency court of appeals
pangl. immediately blocked it,
Arthige-judge court-—of which
iRichey ‘was a member—has
[since met and is currently con-
jsidering" whether it should
consider the constitutionality
of a.recently passed law con-
cerning the tapes and docu-
ments. _ ‘

Richey was strongly eriti-
cized by tht emergency panel
after he released his original

‘| decision. The emergency panel
‘I'said he should have taken up

the consitutionality of the new
jlaw before réaching the deci-
Isiocn on ownership and privi-
lege claims on the tapes and
documents.




