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30-Month
“Minimum
Sentences

Washington

Former White House aides
H. R.x(Bob) Haldeman and
John;D. Ehrlichman and for-
mer Attorney General John
N. Mitchell; were all sen-
tenced t(% ] t least 2% years

in federal prison §§terday
20, u ﬁe ‘Water-

e T
" U.S." Distric Judge John
J. “Sirica -imposed 1dent1ca1
prison terms of 2% to 8
years on each of the three
men ‘in a terse, dlspassmn-
ate pronouncemeni at” the
U.S. courthouse

The fourth defendant eon-
victed in the coverup con—
spiracy, former assistant’at-
torney general Robert C.
Mardian, was given a prispn
term of ten months to 1hree
yearsy

All ‘four men were then re-
leased without bond for what
is expected to be a drawn-
out round of appeals that

could-take more than a year

to res olve

art Bould have been Tt

ter, it'could have been worse
. .. a hell of a lot worse;”
Mitchgll told newsmen on
his way out of the court-
house.: “They - could haye
told me to spend the rest of
my life with Martha Mitch-
ell.” The Mitchells are sepa-
rated.

Their faces grim, the oth-
er defendarlts hurried away
Wlthout comment. H aildie.
mans Jlawyer, John J; Wil-
son, descrxbed the penalty

as (‘far more than Righard
Nixon . :will ever suffer,?,

“. .. Whateyers: fBob
Hald 5&% s@ugdid Rich-
ard " Wilson told the
Judge Just before sentencing.
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Terms for Wa

Once the. formmn@resv
dentiwxms est aide
confidants,  Haldenia .

" lichman and Mitchell wefe

convicted January 1 of con-
spiracy, obstruction of jus-
tice  and charges of lying
under oath in various fo-
rums. 3

Each was sentenced tola
term of 20 months to five
years' for conspiracy and ob-
struction of justice and. then
to an add:lta,gm&]s tenm;,_mf ten
"Back fPagg‘“ ol 2

court that the defendant
serve not less than 30

the%’Premdent ‘when the
tergate bugging and br
in: was dlscovered in
wasy convicted of conspn-

month to flve-year term,,s
charges stemming from.

Wh‘lte House- sponsei'ed
ak-in at the officeg; of
: hia-

terdgy ’s sentences for ;Ehr-
man t6 run concurrently
with_ the earlier one.

As' a result, any time
served for his conviction in
the Ellsberg case, which
Ehrliehman is also appeal-
ing, ®¥vould count as time
serveéd for his role in’the
Wate?igate coverup as wﬁll

The prison. terms Smca
gaVe Haldeman, Ehrlich-
man’ and Mitchell were the
stiffe ‘g in the Watéfgate
case“and related scandals
since the original by slary
trialiwhen G. Gordon ledy

was sentenced to'.a ‘mini-

mum,_of 62/3 year;s and a
maximum’ of 20 years in

months nor more than elght ;

pmson Watergate burglar

Howard,, Hunt «got 30
md‘ﬁﬂls to elght years; just
as ;fyesterday defendants
did

Yesterday s hour- long ses-
sion before Sirica began on
a bizarre note. The judge in-
vited the four defendants
and their lawyers to make
any! final pleas for leniency,
but’ then Sirica forgot him-

self for a moment and start-:

ed readmg out his decision.

“I'm - sorry,” the judge
said, checking himself after
a few words and leaning
back in his high-topped
chair to listen xto the' final
statements. .

«‘Ehrlichman’s iwayer Tra
N. Lowe, making" his fn'st

'COIII‘tl’OOI'Il appearance - in

the  case, made the 1ongest
plze >ntation, cappmgl

a -surprise. sug ()i that
the former Wh,],te ouse aide
be . ntenced” not to pris-

‘but - to pubhc service

‘work among the Pueblo In-

dians in New Mexico.
pre said the 49-year-old
Ehrlichman plans to spend
the: coming months of free-
dom on appeal among the
t h

)k his head and. gri-
maced as Lowe kept
precessmg the novel sugges-
tmrf, declaring at one pomt
that it wouldn’t cost
taXpayers-a peso.”
The courtroom
packed. -
Approximately 80 spécta—
tors waited all night outside

the courthouse in hopes of
getting a seat.

Federal marshals report-
edly told them they quld
all get into the courtroom on

a rotating basis, but Sirica

decided to permit no one to
enter or leave once the hear-

ore

semlclrcle as the session got r

. what
. didjf so did Richard Nixon;

tergate’ 5

' un T, way. Mitchell ap-

! even more. pale than
¥did during the trlal “Hun-
dley said he and Mltehell
would have no statement be-
yond what they had already
submitted to the court
through probation officials.”

“T would just as soon: not
prolong the difficulties and
move on,”’ the Mitchell 1avv
yer declared.

Haldeman s chief Lounsel
Jphn Wilson, had more to
say, although frankly em-
phasizing that he «didn’t
ink any of his Wordskwoulc

g " rjudge:
$s'c ons1dered‘ 1 the

'pomts that might be made

aﬁ&already “decided  what

ces mlmpose LR

“I have always felt‘ﬁ'that
',J»Opportumty of thig.mo-
nt was a meaningless
ne,’’ Wilson said. i

Eﬂt even so, he declared,
he’hoped that 'the courthad
con51dered “that whatever
Boh,.Haldeman did, he did
not. de o for himself but for the
Pr )ggient of the United
States that the virtue. of
lo«'alty is not to be forgotten

hen evaluating all the at-
tefiding circumstances: and
that he was caught up in a
political maelstroin thaten-
gﬁed a lot of other good
p%]_e ”»

Still President wheng the
verup indictment was r
tu&:ned last March 1, s(M
Nikon was named an unin-
du’ﬁ:ed co-conspirator inithe
c& But the pardon he got
from President Ford after
lus resignation precludes his
pmsecutlon for any federal
crimes he may have ¢om-
mifted in office.

Walson remmded the dege
thag his power;was “notdis-
similar from that of a par-

a.’ He said he hoped Siri-
ca jhad been mindful “that
lever .Bob Haldeman

thatﬁmxon had been freed of
- judigial punishment, yet Bob
- Haldeman has had to endure
agony: and punishment hy
the ‘trial and conviction.’”

Tv:hse 73-year-old defense
lawyer said he recognized
that:Mr. Nixon, too, has suf-
fered in being toppled from
the highest ofﬁce in the
land .
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Robert  C. Mardian (above)
was an assistant to John N.
Mitchell (right), . who was
U.S. attorney general
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“ John D, Ehrlichman (left) and
v— _He Ideman (above) were

ose aides to President Nixon




