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Ford Denies Deal on Pardon
—-—-— Historic House

President
Sticks by
His Actions

Washington

In a historic appearance
at a congressional witness
table, President Ford de-
clared yesterday that there
was no deal nor Secret un-
derstanding behind his sud-
den and widely critized par- °
don of Richard M. Nixon. .

But Mr. Ford acknowl-
edged for the first time that,
the option of executive par-
don for Mr. Nixon was men-
tioned to him eight days be-
fore he assumed the presi-
dency. )

He told a House Judiciary
subcommittee ‘on criminal
justice that Alexander M.
Haig Jr., then White House
chief of staff, came to him ‘ . ‘ . .
on August 1 with the news Mr. Ford faced the House subcommittee in a televised hearing
that a tape recording to be
turned over to U.S. District
Judge John J. Sirica on Au-
gust 5 could ‘‘tip the vote in
favor of  impeachment” in
the House of Representa-
tives.

UPI Telephnto

In another meeting that
same day, the President told
the subcommittee, Haig out-
lined Mr. Nixon’s situation,
and half a dozen options pos-
sibly open to Mr. Nixon.

These options included
possibly- pardoning himself,
and the possibility of a par-
don by his successor if, he
resigned.

“General Haig,” Mr. Ford
said, “wanted my views on
the various courses of action
as well as my attitude on the’
options of resignation. How-
ever, he indicated he was
not advocating any of the
options. I inquired- as to
what was the President’s
pardon power, and he an-
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swered that it was his un-
derstanding from a White
House lawyer that a presi-
dent did have authority to
grant a pardon even before
any criminal action had
been taken against an indi-
vidual, but obviously he was
in no position to have an
~opinion on a matter of law.””

Throughout his long pre-
pared statement and in re-
sponse to more than an hour

+ of questions, the President
stated that his motive in
pardoning Mr. Nixon, before
legal action was instituted
against him, was to get the

Watergate scandal behind _

the country.

Although he acknowledged

that the timing of the pardon

- had been widely questioned,

the President strongly indi-

cated that, econfronted with

the same circumstances. he
would do it again.

Asked by Representative’

Wiley Mayne (Rep-Towa)
whether he now thinks he
acted too hastily. Mr. Ford
said he is “convinced after
reflection, as I was pre-
viously, that the timing of
the pardon was done at the
right time.”

It would have taken a
year, probably more, he
said, if he had decided to de-
lay the decision until ar in-
dictment and trial of the for-
mer President.

In going personally to an-
swer questions before the
subcommittee investigating
the vpardon, the President
gambled, as he did in grant-
ing the pardon, that direct
action could prevent a con-
troversy from dragging out..

It was the first document-
ed appearance of a presi-
dent before a congressional
committee since the days of
George  Washington, al-
though tradition says Abra-
ham Lincoln once appeared
before a committee cn the
conduct of the Civil War.

For the most part, the
President was, with unusual
courtesy,
questions, that had been
‘posed at a White House
press conference on Septem-
ber 16. . - - '

The only member of the
subcommittee showing im-
patience was Representative
Elizabeth Holtzman
(Dem-N.Y.), who com-

asked the same.

plained that the two-hour,
nationally televised session
with the President was in-
sufficient to settle the “dark
suspicions” that she said
had been aroused in the
country by the early pardon.

“Perhaps these suspicions

are totally unfounded, and I,

sincerely hope they are,”
she said.

“But, " nonetheless. we
must all confront the reality
of these -suspicions and the
suspicions that were creat-
ed by the circumstances of
the pardon which you issued
and the secrecy with which
it was issued, and the rea-
sons for which it was issued,
made people question wheth-
er or not, in fact, there was
a deal.”

The President interrupted,
telling her: “I want to as-
sure you, the members of
this  subcommittee, the
members of the Congress
and the American people
that there was no deal. peri-
od, under no circumstan-
ces.”’

At another point, thump-
ing the table for emphasis,
the President told the sub-
comhmittee, ‘‘the reason 1
gave the pardon was not as
to. Mr. Nixon himself. I re-
peat, and I repeat with em-
phasis, the purpose of the
pardon was to try to get the
United States, the Congress
and the American people fo-
cusing on the serious prob-
lems we have . . .”

Mr. Ford said the only
condition attached to -the
pardon when his tentative
decision to grant it was re-
layed to Mr. Nixon at San
Clemente was that it be ac-
cepted.

And; agreeing witha
statement by White House
counsel Philip W.
shortly after the pardon, he
said he considers accept-

ance of a pardon tantamount -

to. amn - acknowledgment of
guilt. 1o
In his prepared statement

to the subcommittee, Mr..

Ford said he continued be-
lieving in the last months of
the Nixon administration
that Mr. Nixon had commit-
ted no impeachable offense.

It was not until the second
conversation with Haig on
August 1, he said, that he
learned of information on a
June 23, 1973, White House

'Mr. Ford replied that it
would not be appropriate to
comment on the other cases

with a trial under way.

Edwards then asked the
President to “put yourself in
the position of a high school
teacher in Watts or Harlem.
How would you explain the

concept of equal justice un-

der law?”’
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More Ford-Nixon news
on Page 10.

tape recording,*information
which, Haig said could be
catastrophic for Mr. Nixon.

The recording dealt with a
conversation between Mr.
Nixon and White House aide
H. R. Haldeman in which
they discussed using the
Central Intelligence Agency
to limit an F'BI investigation
of Watergate.

- “I cannot really express
adequately in words how
shocked and stunned I was
by this unbelievable revela-
tion,” Mr. Ford said.

“First was the sudden
awareness I was likely to
become President under
these most troubled circum-
stances: and secondly, the
realization that these new
disclosures ran completely
counter to the position I had
taken [or months. in that I
believed the President was
not guilty of any impeacha-
ble offense.”

Even after being told of
the last and most devastat-
ing tape Tecording on Au-
gust 1, Mr. Ford, on a trip to
Mississippi and Louisiana on

August 3, 4 and 5, continued

telling reporters he did not
believe Mr. Nixon would be
found guilty of an impeacha-
ble offense.

He told the subcommittee
vesterday, any change
from my stated views, or
even refusal to comment
turther, I feared would lead
in the press to conclusions
that I now wanted to see the
President resign to avoid an
impeachment vote in the
House and probably convic-
tion in the Senate.”

Mr. Ford said after he be-
came President on August 9,
neither Mr. Nixon nor any of
his representatives ever
mentioned the subject of
pardon. Furthermore, the
President said he never dis-

cussed it with members of.

his own staff until the sub-
ject was raised at his press
conference on August 28.

At the press conference,
the President indicated he
expected the judicial
process to run its course be-
fore he moved toward a par-
don decision.

_ But he told ﬂhe subcom-

Saying Mr. Nixon had re-
signed in ‘“shame and dis-
grace,” the President told
Edwards ‘“That in itself can
be understood, can be ex-
plained to students or oth-
ers.”

Los Angeles Times

mittee that shortly after the
press conference, ‘I became
greatly concerned that if Mr.
Nixon’s prosecution and trial
were prolonged, the passions
generated over a long period .
of time would seriously dis-
rupt the healing of our coun-
try from the wounds of the
past.”

“I could see that the new
administration could not be
effective if it had to operate
in the atmosphere of having .
a former President under
prosecution and criminal
trial. 5 -

“HEach step along the way,
I was deeply concerned it
would become a public spec-
tacle and the topic of wide
public debate and controver-

Sy.”

The President said at the
time of his pardon decision
that he had been given no
medical reports on Mr. Nix-
on’s condition. In reply to a
question by Representative
Lawrence J. Hogan (Rev.-
Md.), Mr. Ford denied re-
ports that Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissihger had ex-
oressed concern to him that
Mz. Nixon might attempt
suicide.

Nevertheless, Mr. Ford,
who last saw Mr. Nixon the
day of the resignation, said -
he thought a prolonged trial
would have been a threat te
the former President’s
health. He said at his last
meeting with Mr. Nixon he
noticed that the former
President seemed drawn
and appeared to have lost
weight. '

When the tentative deci-
sion to pardon the former
FPresident was relayed to
San Clemente, Mr. Ford
said, his representatives told
Mr. Nixon’s attorney tha
statement accepting the par-
don should express ‘“contri-
tion.”

The President said he saw
the Nixon statement before
it was issued. It contained
no acknowledgement of
guilt, but the President said
he did not counsider the state-
ment subject to his approv-
al.

Referring to the Watergate
coverup trial now under way
in Washington, Representa-
tive Don Edwards (Dem-
Calif.) asked the President
whether the same mercy ex-
tended to Mr. Nixon should
not be applied to his former
aides now being prosecuted.



