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Cover-up T rial

By George Lardner Jr.
Washington Post Staff Writer

A jury of nine women and three men was chosen yes-!
terday to decide the criminal charges growing out of the'
Watergate scandal against former PreSJdent Nixon’s top"

aldes and campaign advisers.

I

U.S. District Court Judge John J. Sirica cautioned the
jurors repeatedly to reserve any Judgment until they|

*have heard all tlie ev1dencn| ‘S

jand to decide the case “with-|
{out bias, prejudice or sym:|
|pathy of any kind” toward|
‘either Watergate pwsecutoxs‘
ror the five defendants.

T dom't know of any case |
' I've been connected with in 47
'years—30 years as a lawyer
rand 17 years I've been on the
I bench—that I consider more
/important than this case,” Sir-
'ica -said. “Not because of the!
names of the people involved,
| but‘because of the importance
‘of the issues involved.”

| The 12 jurors, most of them
I mifldle-aged, most black, and
I most registered Democrats,
took their oaths shortly before
noor, completing nine days of
! closed-door maneuvering over
‘then selection. The defend-
|ants—H. R. (Bob) Haldeman,
>John D. Ehrlichman, John N.
| Mitchell, Robert C. Mardian

| an,él Kenneth Wells Parkinson
!—-stood guietly and faced the
fJur’ rs as they were sworn in.

; '{he pattern was repeated:
|abdut an hour later after six
falternate jurors, all of them
fwomon, had been ceparately
\chosen.

Federal marshals took them !
1]1 to their homes yesterdavr
'afternoon to pack their bads; *
for an expected three to four|
monihs of living together in av

‘ dowlntown motel under round
! the- cloek cuard.
‘ The\ are heing
|sepatate  $22-a-day
i ithe Mid-Town Motor Inn,
'K St. Nw,
‘ment has rented an
{loor. All Watergate
will be snipped
:newspapers. Theif
vatching will be confined to a
commumtv room and closely
| monitored. Their room phonc
'will be cut off.

lodged in

' 3 shal George K. McKinney said
‘the cost of sequestration 15

i expected to run about $5,000 a !
‘weol\ not counting the sala-

iries for deputy marshals as-|

-1 Watergate ‘
pressed satisfaction with the

rooms at ‘.
1201
where the govern-‘
entire |
stories
{from their!
television !

A spokesman for U.S. mar-|

igned to mal TEdin. seeurity.
The governmenf Wil start
presenting kits case Monday
morning with a long opening
statement from Watergate as-
sistant  special  prosecutor
tichard Ben-Veniste.

The regular jurors comprise|

six black women, two Dblack
men, three white women and
one white man. Eight of them
are over 595.

The youngest is Roy V. Car-
ter, 27, a logistics coordinator

at Georde Washington Uni-|_

versity; the oldest is Thelma|

L. Wells, 68, who is listed as|

unemo]oyed The occupations

of those in between I;ance‘

from hotel doorman to"loan
specialist at the Department
of Agriculture. One lives in an
apartment at the Watergate

The six alternate jurors are
all black women, ranging from
a 23-year-old housewite to a 67-
year-old retired accounting

jclerk. They will sit through
{the trial—until deliberations ;
over a verdict begin—in casel-
illness should force any of the |

regular jurors to step down.
Both defense lawyers and
prosecutors  ex-
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18-member panel after a final
elimination round before|
Judge' Sirica in open court.
yesterday morning.

Elaborate information about
their backgrounds and atti-

scandal, including the blanket
pardon granted My, Nixon,
had been developed in secret
court sessions over the past
two weeks, but only the skim-
piest details—name, age and
occupation—were released.
Sirica refused to make the
transcripts of the secret ques-
tlonmg public even after the
jurors had been sequestered.
Shortly after the jurors
were escorted from. the court-
room, however, the judge did
unseal hitherto secret de-
mands, by both Ehrlichman

and leleman for a pretrial
Nixon. Sir:|;

,deposmon by Mr.
lica alsp “made public the de-
'tailed claims of the ex-Presi-
{dent’s lawyers and doctors de-
scrlbnqg him as‘toc ill to come'
to - Washmﬂton for several
months,

Stressing what they de-
i “unrecorded” and
| “untaped” conversations with
‘Mr. Nixon, . both Haldeman
and Ehrlichman maintained in
lhe1r“mouom that Mr. Nixon’s
tes’umonv could- - exonerate
ithem and that it was vital for
them to have it in order to
prepare for trial.

Haldeman’s lawyers main-
tained that he urged the then-
President to make “a full and

icomplete disclosure of all
| known facts concerning
| Watergate as early as 1ate

I July and August of 1972.
| Ehrlichman declared that he’
urged Mr. Nixon that same
vear to drop the prosecution !
rof Pentagon Papers defendant
J Daniel Blisberg,
Medical records compiled
about Ellsberg by his Califor-
nia psychiatrist had been

tudes toward the Watergate

sought i an‘unsuccessful 1971
burglary by some of the same

\individuals ..caught the
Watergate. i
The special prosecutors

have charged that the. Water- i
gate’cover-up was prompted in|
part By hopes of Keeping the
Ellsberg caper from coming to
light. . : |
Siriea effectively -fd-enied-'
both Haldeman’s and’ Ehrlich!
man’s bid for pretrlal sdepos-
itions of Mr. Nixon, ' but the |
judge has yet to 1ule son the
subpoenas demanding ‘the for-
mer President’s appearance at
the trail. Both Watergate pros-
ecutors and Ehrlichman’s law-
yers "have already obtameo
such subpoenas and Haideman
plans to do so. |
Mr. Nixon’s lawyer, iHerbert
J. Miller Jr., has moved to
‘quash the subpoenas: :on the

grounds, that he crann'f)t com-
ply with:thenr«“in the-immedi-
ate future withouit 1mpa1r1nrr
his physical condition’ and cre-
ating’a’ potentially vEfy seri-
ous risk to his heaL 7 Mr.
Nixon was released from a Cal-
ifornia hospital last week af-
ter treatment for phlebitis and
a clot in his right lung.

Sirica yesterday set Oct. 16
as, the deadline for responses
to | th@ wNixon peutlons from
both prosecutorsiand: ‘defense
Tawyers, alike. He did not indi-
cate when ‘he would | ake a
ruling.

Forty-five prospectlve Jurors
who had been cleared “by Si-
rica appeared in court yester-
day morning for the final:
stage of the selection process,
but he gave them a last

|chance to protest at being
,locked up for the long trial.
Two were excused.

‘ Lawyers for both sides then
Ibegah exer reising their peremp-
Ftoxy challenges to eliminate

|those they suspected might
not be favorable to their
cause. i




" Defense attorneys uged upj e Je'a-n. S.vFoster,"‘43, a post-
only- 13- of' thé 15 challenges | al clerk. ‘She is registered as,
allodated to-them before pro:[an independent voter. i
notincing  their _satisfaction’ ® Sylvia T. Hall, 34,4 clerk
with the regular jurors.  The at Kessler’s Martinizing.
prosecutors used up only five * Elsie. D. Miller, 45 a
:of their six. R e ) ek
ide Jurors, with political af-|POStal clerk and a Democrat.
filiations where available are: 5 ° Joapfne ]% W]Hlanl‘;s,. ?3, a
e ! ousewife. During a brief pe-
oo s i 2 o R Drwing & it e
Ig-hafmazcy "% -, - w |the)trial’s start, she said, her
i . ' ister has worked for Del. Wal.
thoock Reid, 60, a doorman| |G o0 Fauntroy (D:D.C.) and
at ~th§ Burllngton Hot‘el. He is that her mother has served on
a registered Democrat, a grand jury here, 1
® Gladys E. Carter, 40, an cf- i . Sor s i
fiqe machine operator at_ St ti oiet%}ﬁigrﬁgﬁ?: nS;O]i(eesslliréi
Ehzabeth’s Hospital. She is a and’various former aides had
gg??ﬁ;atbzggr}éas served oma jcontended that Watergate-re-|
";‘] Wy - *lated defendants could not!
*Ruth C. Gould,. 57, a loan

i .|POssibly get a fair trial in
specialist at the Department of %Vashin?gtgn bec;use of its|
-Agrieulture and a Democrat. predominantly black, Demo.
i@ Vanetta N. Metoyer, 49, a cratic population.

’counter worker at Kresge’s va- More  recently T "
iriety store. ; N ; S
| * Marjorie M. Milbourn, 55 2r€ely as a resulf of reaction |

i H : ; : to the Nixon pardon, Wate

ja retired international rela-|"" S

Itions officer .and a.Demdcrat, tglatel DIOSEGIHOTS have bee

! S i 1€ iones showing - the mo§ti

f ¢ John .A. Hoffer, 57, 2 gt WOrrY over ‘the kind. of jups

jtired Interior Department si- th L 16 ek 1 ‘70 f.ltﬁ'g‘

{pervisor. He is a Republican. ey woulg: gef. Jany oL the

I ® Jane N. Ryon. 63, a for- prospestive JUEaLH apparently;

| mer Justice Department sec. |t0ld Sirica during closed-dogr,

i retary who worked at the |duestoning that they thought

: k: it- unfair to prosecute Mr. Nix-

on’s old subordinates now that |

VI SNSGU he himself has heen pardoned. |

| yea 0. ;

| YRy, Carter, 27, alogis- | In the end, both prosecutors,|

ltics ' coordinator at George |and defensg lawyers' alike ap-

' Washington University and a|Parently eliminated most or

Défiocrat. - - 2 all of the candidates that had|:

[ Anita E. King, '57, a ma- |been worrisome to them.

| tron with the DC. public | Before sending the jurors to|-

| Board of Immigration Ap-
; peals until retil‘émqnt four”

i schools’and a Democrat. ¢ their motel, Sirica tod them I
| . ® Thelma L. Wells, 68. She sternly not to discuss the case '
| is a Republican. with anyone and not to read |’

¢ Lucille F. Plunkett, 5';9,‘3 or listen to anything about the

.coffee maker for Government |trial. He also told them tol
Services Ine. She is'a Demo- |“keep a completely open

|crat. mind” about it yntil they get |1

| The alternates are: together to render aiverdict: ‘ﬂ,
* Helen D. Pratt, 63, a re. “There are two sides to ev-

tired maid and a Democrat. ery case just like theye are |

® May Smith, 67, a retired two sides to every story,” Sir-
accounting clerk who worked |ica réminded hem. “All you
with the General Services Ad- [have to do is use your good
ministration. She is a Demo. common senes with which yoy

crat. were born.”
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