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Sirica Extencls Hours ?or Court

As Questioning of Jurors Lags

By LESLEY OELSNER
¢ - speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct.'4—Judge | clided “from’ a -jufy in two
John J. Sirica continued today fways—ﬁirst, “for cause,” mean-,
to try to pick a_ jury for the{|ing that the court believes that
Watergate cover-up~case but||the person is unfit to serve, be-
apparently encountered more|icause of some reason such as
difficulties than he had'ex-|ibias, and second, by a “per-
pected. "{.j emptory challenge” by a law-

He had still not {inished ques- | yer for one of the parties in
tioning the 64 poténtial venire-| the case.
men who ‘passed..the initial. In each trial both the pros-
screening of prospective jurors| ecuition and the defense have
on Tuesday, the opening day. |, certain number of peremptor-

seibls that the Jags. woud | 5
308581 A . :
Ir;leet his target daJte %‘f “early| In hls_, ruling today, Judge
next week’ for impaneling the| Sirica said that the prosecution
ry B e 2 persmnorts o

Judge. Sirica = announced| .. % FPo exercisg& separate-

through his law clerk that he / :
was extending the court’s hours ‘ii};’»feﬁg‘;nfgr each of the five

ree di til
next week, holding court unti ‘The number 1s small for a

e > ino!| The )

ggf’i,go'M‘ TSEher Hhan elding case involving so many defend-
| RO ants. Judge Sirica explained iz,
., Accarding to some of the at-||however, by saying that the de-
itorneys i dvlt,hoenv . i|fense counsel had refused to
‘torneys _qulved, the judge is agree to allow the prosecution
{determined to have a jury im-||,dditional peremptories and
paneled and sequestered bysthe||hence should not get additional
time President Ford goes to challenge itself.

Congress to discuss the pardon
he gave former President Rich- Law on Challenges
Federal Jaw sets the number

ard M. Nixon. Mr. Ford’s ap- ]
pearance on Capitol Hill is{|of peremptory challenges that
scheduled for next Thursday,| must be granted in a case in-
and the judge is apparently| volving charges punishable by
iworried about the possibility! mote thaq one year’s imprison-
ithat press coverage of that| ment, as gre the charges in the
jevent may affect potential| cover-up {trial. Under the stat-
! jurors. . ute, the defense is entitled to
Decision on Jurors 10 and the prosecution to six.

) '~ | In a case involving multiple
The defendants are John N. defendants, the trial judge may
Mitchell, former Attorney Gen- | _. e the defense as many addi|’
eral; H. R. Haldeman and John |3V . A
Pz, Cre R i tional peremptories as he wish-
D. Ehrlichman, once Mr. Nix- es. However, he may not give
on’s top chief assistants at the the ton ddifional c%ial‘
White House; Robert C. Mar- | 1o Prosecution adaditi

dian, a former Assistant Attor- |\N8eS unless the defense

ney ~General and political |287%6S: 3 s e o
cogrdinator of the Coglmittee, Judge Sirica said in his ruling
for the Re-election of the Pres-| |that defense counsel had asked

ident, and Kenneth W. Parkin- |f0F 25 peremptories. But, he
son, attorney for the re-election||Said, the defense had objected
-committee, . ||to granting the prosecution

‘Judge Sirica declined this|| ™2 than six.

; The prosecution had already
afternoon to give any further : H
d%ily reports on the number of argued that it should get addi

¢ ‘ p e do=
jurors excused or approved dur|| Slofial petcptones i s

ing questioning. One person fenge did. il d
miliar with the matter said -6 ous: wan willlng, &

fag
P “Silis willing, to grant additional
this move, too, came as a resilt | cpaillenbes to the defendants
of the jiidge’s wariness- about

provided there were no objec-
tions to -a proportionate in-
crease in challenges for the
Government,” Judge Sirica
said.

“But to grant the defendants

five challenges each, while re-
stricting the Government to six|.
chalienges, would effectively|
give one side, the defense, the|
power to select the jury. That

press coverage during the jury’s}
selection.

The judge himself cited the
publicity problem today, in a
four-page written ruling on the
subject of challenges that law-
vers will be allowed to make!
against prospective jurors. '[

“The court intends to be asi
‘liberal as possible in exercising%

. - would not be fair rior would it
1Its power to excuse potential) o concistent with our system
jurors for cause in an attempt| |

. jof justice.”
to overcome the impact, what- | The slowness of the jury’s|
ever it r'r’nght be, of pretrial iselection—and - the fact that it
publicity ! h.e said. | is being held in closed session

Potential Jurors may be ex-| _pag all' but eliminated on-

s T T .

) ) ' Associated es
John D. Ehrlichman leaving a car vesterday in Washing-

ton as he arrived for coveg-up trial session.

lookers from the public. ’
There were no pickets out-
side the courthouse today, as| -
thére were Tuesday morning|.
when the celebrated trial
began. In the second-floor hall-
way there was only an occa-|
sonal passerby in court for
some other reason and drawn
by the cluster of reporters and
United States marshals outside:

Judge Sirica’s courtroom. i
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