WHITE HOUSE TALK p— Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and President Ford meet at the White
House. The two held “friendly and cor-
dial” talks on a wide range of issues, in-

This aide quoted the Presi-|
dent as saying: “I'm the only
one who knows what they
want to know so I guess I’ll go
up and appear.”

After this initial response,
the aide said, the President
then consulted -with his staff
about. any problems that
would be posed by his appear-
jance. He had a long confer-
ence with Philip W. Buchen,
his principal legal adviser, be-
fore determining that a volun-
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President Ford believes he
can testify before Congress
about the reasons he gave a
pardon to former President
Nixon without setting a dam-
aging precedent that would
erode executive powers, White
House sources said yesterday.

These sources said that Mr.
Ford, after a discussion with
hi legal advisers, had become
convinced that his testimony
would not establish a preced-
ent because he'is volunteering
to give testimony rather than
responding to a congressional
request for his appearance.
The House Judiciary subcom-
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cluding a serious food shortage in Bangla-
desh. An agreement for 100,000 tons of
wheat and 50,000 tons of rice is due to be
signed this week, after resolution of dif-
-ficulties over Dacea’s trade with Cuba.

mittee before which Mr. Ford
has said he will testify within
the next nine days asked for
detailed information about the
reasons for the pardon but did
not call upon the President to
testify.

It is this fine line upon
which Mr. Ford apparently
will rely if he is directly re-
quested to give future testi-
mony to Congress, these
sources said.

White House press secretary
Ron Nessen laid the ground-
work for prospective future
requests yesterday when he
explained the reasons for Mr.
Ford’s compliance.

“He’s a great believer in the
direct approach,” Nessen said.

“He feels he is the one who
has the best information sur-
rounding his pardon power.
He feels he has nothing to
hide and wants to tell the
truth.”

The description of the Presi-
dent as the person having “the
best information” would apply
also to a host of other presi-
dential decisions. Some con-
gressmen and, privately, some
White House aides have ex-
pressed hte belief that Mr.
Ford’s action, however com-
mendable, could lead to many
direct requests for his testi-
mony on other issues. ‘

Nessen, without giving any
explanation, cautioned report-
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ers on making the assumption
that Mr. Ford would testify
before Congress on other is-
sues.

The last President to appear
before a congressional com-
mittee was Abraham Lincoln,
who appeared voluntarily to
deny charges that his wife
sympathized with the South-
ern cause.

A succession of 20th century
Presidents, citing the constitu-
tional doctrines of executive
privilege and separation of
powers, blocked various at-
itempts by Congress to obtain
information from them or
their high-ranking aides.

The most dramatic contrast
between Mr. Ford and his
predecessors is with Mr.
Nixon, who barred key aides

Ehrlichman from testifying in
the early stages of the Water-
gate investigation. |
" One of Mr. Ford’s intimates
said he thought the President
would restore his reputation
for candor and openness by
testifying before Congress.!
But a White House aide famil-|
iar with the situation said that |
Mr. Ford’s response was based!
on  spontaneous  reaction ’
rather than political calcula-!

tary appearance would avoid
establishing a precedent for!

presidential testimony where
it is directly requested by
Congress.

The House' Judiciary sub-
committee before which Mr,
Ford has offered to testify
met yesterday' morning,
agreed on three possible days
next week for the hearing and
asked him to take his pick.

Subcommittee Chairman
William L. Hungate (D-Mo.)
said he expected the hearing
would be televised. He said the
President will not be asked to
take an oath to tell the truth

since none of the other wit-
nesses at the current series of
hearings have been sworn.
Hungate has been holding
hearings on a wide range of
bills aimed at getting out the
full story of former President
Nixon’s involvement in Water-
gate and why Mr. Ford par-
doned him.

Hungate said he expected!

the format of the hearing
would be for Mr. Ford to read
a statement and then for mem-
bers - to ask clarifying ques-
tions.
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