Ford Was Told Nixon Would Never Admit Yuilt

Specml “Wa

ga“l:e Prosecutor Leon Ja-

worski was - described yesterday as’being
adamantly opposed to grants of pretnal
Pardons to any persons charged with Water-

gate-related offenses.

Jaworski, who has said publicly that he
would - not dispute the pardon granted on
Sunday for former President Nixon, thas
privately expressed the view that P1e51dent
Ford’s. handling of the whole pardon ques-
1,1on i§ seriously undermining the’ spec1al
prosecutor’s Watergate mvestwatxon, ac-

cording to informed sources.

The granting of any further pre51dent1a1
pardons before trial or indictment would
make - a “mockery” of Justlce the sources
quoted Jaworski as saying yesterday.

. They described the special prosecutor as
“shocked” and “dismayed” at yesterday’s
WhlteL House announcement that such par-
dons are now under active conblderatmn by

President Ford.

A spﬂkesman for Jaworski said yestel day
that -no comment would he issued. about
reports of Jaworski’s reactions to the par-

doz scontroversy.

Jaworski, who ¥ in
te-related 1nvest1ga-
‘had not been con-

sulted by the White House about the pos-
sibility of granting further presidential
pardons or asked for his advice about the
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possxble effects, gﬁ such ‘agy
tion, the sources said.

Simﬂarly, the special pros-
ecutor was not consulted on
President Ford’s decision to
grant a full pardon to Mr.
Nixon — a decision that by
itself had left Jaworski sur-
prised and distressed, the
sources said.

The sources stressed that
they were not speaking at
the; spec1a1 prosecutor’s re-
quest or with his knowledge,
buﬁ ‘added that they regard
the ﬁ«‘ord decisions as so se-
rloqs that some. public ex-
pression of Jaworski’s dis-
may must be conveyed.

They noted that the Nixon
pardon almost inevitably
oﬁ@ned the door to the ques-
tiorl of granting other par-
dons. “One bad decision

may force another and so |

forth. . The concept of
justice could be wrecked in
this country if it continues,”
one’of the sources said.

Despite the special prose-
cutor’s serious disagree-
ments with the White
House, the sources said, Ja-
worsk1 is firmly comxmtted
to remalmng in office and
will not resign until his job
is completed.

Jaworski, the sources said,
has questioned neither Pres-

hlS motlves in the decisio

he has made on the pardo
question. i

Rather, they said, the spe-

cial prosecutor is particu-

larly: concerned about what
he regards as White House *

“ineptitude” in the timing
and handling of the Nixon

pardon and. yesterday’s. an- -

nouncement.

Both decisions, according '
to the sources, have left Ja-

worski fearful that publicity

. generated by  the ‘pardon

controversy could seriously
jeopardize the’ fairness of
any upcoming Watergate
trials, including the :cover-
up tmal scheduled to' begin
Sept. 30. -

Jaworski’s primary objec-
tion to President Ford’s ac-

tions, the sources said, are
related. .to the concept - of
equal Justlce under the law
—the same’ concern cited by
the Pres1dent in his pardon
of Mr. NiXon on Sunday.

One source who. has
talked with Jaworski about
the question put it this way
yesterday: “As President
Ford was saying two weeks
ago, the system of justice
should run its course and
premature entry derails it,
leaving the impression of
special freatment for special
people.'. .. The former Pres-
ident has been given not
only immunity from prose-
cution and jail but immu-
nity from further 1nvest1ga~
tion2%

The other possible effect
of Mr. Ford’s actions that

_ular concern,

have caused Jaworski partic-
the sources
said, is related to fears that
grants of blanket pardons
could leave some crucial
parts of the Watergate story
untold forever. Jaworski
and his aides are said by the
sources to feel strongly that -
blanket Pardons could seri-
ously impair public confi-
ence in the judicial system.

Despite the White House
announcement that further
pardons are under consider-
ation, the sources said that
Jaworski’s immediate reac-
tion was that President Ford
will be dissuaded from such
action.

One source close to Jawor-
ski speculated that the an-
nouncement represented “a
trial ballon ‘which can be

shot down in a couple '.'of
days to show that President
Ford is tough on Watergate”
by not issuing any further
pardonsii

Two White House sources
disputed ‘this yesterday and
said the.matter is getting se-
rious .consideration. “The
President wants Watergate
over, and over in a bhig
way. ."he may take drastic

" steps,” one said yesterday

afternoon.

The unexpected announce-
ment of the Nixon pardon
on Sunday has still left some’
of President Ford’s key
aides and congressional sup-
porters somewhat dismayed.

An aide to a key senator
who had publicly supported
President Ford’s decision on

: the

'N_i{mn pardon “sai-d
vesterday: “The whole damn
thing is 'still queer. My boss

"isin the dark and the deci-

sion is the kind of thinking

we had before” -—under
President Nixon.
Meanwhile, reports dif-

fered sharply on the role
played by health considera-
tions in President Ford’s de-
cision to grant the Nixon
pardon,

It is essentially undis-
puted that the former Presi-
dent is under great psycho-
logical strain. But its form,
degree and meaning“can not
be realiably resolved be-
cause those who have seen
or talked with the former
President in recent weeks
give widely varying reports.

——

“I know the (former) Pres-
ident hagn't had a break-
down,” one wellplaced
Nixon associate said yester-

day, but*refused to elabo-
rate.

Other sources in and out
of the White House tended
yesterday to explain the de-
cision on the Nixon pardon
as a result of pressure
brought to bear on Presi-
dent Ford by Nixon’s family,
friends and associates.

That pressure, the sources
agreed, relied heavily on the
argument that Mr. Nixon’s
physical and mental health
would deteriorate unless he
were spared the ordeal of
indictment and trial for his
role in"the Watergate scan-
dal. -
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Whatever the reasons that
tinally Ted ‘President Ford to
grant ‘Mr. Nixon a pardon,
sources close to the matter
agreed that the President
underestimated the furor
that his action would bring.

One source with close ties
to both the Nixon and Ford
staffs suggested that yester-
day’s announcement repre-
sented a misquided attempt
by Mr. Ford to extmgulsh
the firestorm generated by
the Nixon pardon. "

Instead, the source said.
some of Mr Ford®s closest
aides are convinced that yes-
terday’s announcement will
only fan the flames and gen-
erate more controversy—
“one blunder born of an-
other,” in his words.




