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, Watergate
: Lawyers
 Still Busy

. Washington

53 p0551b111ty of presidential
pardons in the offing.
;v;l

defense lawyers by surprise.
KT hey were elated, while

rosecution lawyers — who | |

xpressed little surprise —
ere dismayed.

: hing to do was to proceed
§m the assumption that the
ftrial will begin September
0.

fean,” said Richard Ben-

Pleasant surprise’ ¢ | y

% Lawyms in the WaLeloate
Scoverup case went ahead
;g,yesterdav with plans for a.
trial 20 days away, despite |

The White House an- |
z ouncement that pardons .
awere being- studied caught

H Both sides said the only -

“We'll do the hest we |

‘eniste, a prosecution law- ' ¢

pole in the trial of six former
te House and campaign
des of forme1 President

“When you’ve got a dead-

., said alawyer for one of
the defendants. “It’s like in

ear — but not qulte at—a

Prosecution and  defense
attorneys. have spent months
d millions of dollars pre-
aring for the trial of H.R,

lan, John N, Mitchell,

ouse spokesman John W.

g pardon study was under
?ray for all those convicted
r accused -of Watergate-
; %elated crimes, the six de-
! eudants lawyers were
eeung to discuss strategy.

and I hope it comes to
Pass,” said John J. Wilson,
& ho then telephoned Halde-

the news.

E Ehlhchman at the prose-
putor’s office to listen to
me White House tapes, de-
. Elined comment except to
Say ‘“‘the problem with a
don is that when you
fnow you’re innocent, it pre-
'udes the possﬂmhty that

”ave been aceused of crimes

anging from the Watergate
reak-m and . coverup to

king an illegal campaign
tomtmbuﬁon Of ‘those, 39
have pleaded gullty or been
?onvmted
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nan in Cahf_orma to tell him |

- Who will have a major |

e for ftrial, you don’t let -

civil case where you're .

ldeman, John D. Ehrlich- |

‘At the moment that White ‘

ushen was disclosing that i

“It comes as a complete )
; ut very pleasant surprise |



