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Washington

White House Counsel Phil-
ip W. Buchen said yesterday
that the granting of a par-
don toformer President Nix-
on ‘“‘can imply guilt — there
is no other_reason for grant-
ing.a parﬂon i

Answ er ing rep01ters
questions at :
news. briefing
he hads advised President
Ford ﬂxa} the offer of a par-
don to Mr. Nixon carried the
implication of guilt.

“/Nixon Pardom;
'Can Imply Guilt’

€. sand were - under mvesx
"tion when Mr Nixon
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“This did not deter him,”

Buchen said.

Buchen spoke tonewsmen

after the White House re-

leased a memorandum from

" the Watergate Special Pros-

ecutor’s office. listing ten
areas of possible criminal

activity that may have in- @

volved the former president

pardoned
Buchen’s comments ofi the
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From. Pa
implicat %

when he denied, in response

to que'siionsl, that Mr. Ford .

had ever asked Mr. Nixon to
make a Hfull statement of his

role in® ‘the Watergate scan- -

dal.

However, ‘Buchen’s com-
ments® seemed to indicate
that the White House ré-
garded the acceptance of the
pardon by Mr. Nixon as vir-
tually tantamount to a con-
fession of - guilt and that,
therefore, no separate state-
ment ' was required.

_“The fact that a man ac-
cepts :a pardon means that
the man believes it is neces-
sary *@r useful to have it,”
Buchen said.

The@ he added: “A pardon
is not useful unless there is
a s’crong probability  of
guilt.”

Explaming why the White
House had not asked the
special prosecutor for a sec-
ond memorandum, which
outlines charges related spe-
cifically to the Watergate
coverilp, Buchen suggested
that material already made
publ.ggg particularly the
White :House tape recording

of “June..23, 1972, . provided.

adequate mformatlon about
the alleged coverup.
“We didn’t need any more

51dent‘ ‘
Ford’s . pardon offer arose ..

The memorandum P e-

leased 'yesterday was pre-

pared last-week for the Wat-

ergate-gpecial prosecutor

Leon Jaworski by his depu-
ty, Henry Ruth. Buchen said

that the memorandum was -

used by Mr. Ford while
reaching his’ dec1510n to par-
don Mr. NiXon. " °

The memorandum. whose
subject was_ {‘Mr. Nixon,”
began by~ statlng that “‘the
following - matters are still

under investigation in. this.

office and may prove to have
same direct connection to

activities-in=which - Mr. Nix- .

on is personally involved.”
The areas of investigation
were Mr. Nixon’s tax de-
ductions, obstruction of jus-
tice in the Ellsberg case,

wiretaps, transfer of nation- .

al security wiretap records
from the FBI to the White

House, misuse ‘of the In-’

ternal Revenue Service in-
formation and misuse of IRS
by initiating auditsion Nixon
administration ‘‘enemies”,

dairy ;ndustry campalgn \

suppmt in ‘connection with
milk price supports, testimo-
ny about. the International

' funds by Mr. ( C.*

'Telephone and Telegraph
b A

for_the personal b
Mr. Nixon” and f1hnga;s hal-
lenge to the Washington Post
Company’s ownership of two

Florida ‘television stations.

Buchen said that Jaworski
had asked that the final par-
agraph of the memo, which
was dated September 3, be
called to public attention.

That paragraph said that
“none of these matters at

the moment rises tothe lev--

el of qur ability to prove
even a probable criminal vi-

olation by Mr. Nixon, but I

thought you ought to know
which of the pending investi-
gations were even remotely

“connected to Mr. Nixon. Of

course, the Watergate cov-
erup is the subject of a sep-
arate memorandum.”
Buchen said Jaworski had
sent the.memorandum to the
White House in confidence
last - week but now had ad-
vised him that the special
prosecutor’s office would
have no objection to making

it public provided “I were

willing to accept responsi-
bility for its release.”

Buchen said he had been

-informed by'Herbert J. Mill-

er Jr., Mr. Nixon’s Washing-
ton attorney, that the former

president ‘‘would never en-
ter a plea of guilty.”
Buchen 'Would give no ex-

or a statement acknowledg-
ing guilt — was a prerequi-
site foi&a pardon except to
say that the pardon was “an_
‘act of mercy” that did not
require: a specific admission
Df wrongdoing.

" The: decision to grant a

"paldon was reached without

"knowmg what Mr. . Nixon
nlanned to do, Ruchen said.
*jBnt the White House lawyer
~:sa1d he had informed Miller
at the time he told him of
the pardon that a statement
from Mr. Nixon would be
very beneficial.” &
vBuchen insisted, conﬁrary

ente Iasthhursday wh he
took a proposed pardo
Mr. Nixon. ;

Buchen said that a pub-
lished rgport that Mr. Nixon
had been asked fo make
what he regarded as “a pub-
lic, confession of criminal
guilt” and had “angrily re-
fused” was without founda-
tion. -

However. another White
Houseisource said that there
had been a refusal — but by
former White House Press
Secretary Ronald L. Ziegler.
This source said that Ziegler
had told Becker, and force-
fully, that Mr. Nixon would
not acknowledge any crimi-
nal wrongdoing.
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