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Letters to the Ed

~Of Perqulsltes and Punishment

~To the Editor:
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To the Editor:

I keep reading letters on your page,
demandmg ex-President  Nixon ‘be
into a common court of jus-
tice and tried just like any other law-
breaker. They say the ex-President’s

© case cannot be considered closed uritil

this is done—a jury trial and a judge:

. ' passing sentence. They say the law of
< theland is applicable to all,

Hasn’t Mr. Nixon alteady been tried,
by the House JudICIary Committee?
Doesn’t their unanimous verdict—
gullty on three counts have any stand-
ing in the halls of justice? Some .

‘sadistically inclined may retort they

had no power to pass sentence. But,
/mot._this act a strong factor in
forc_ng Mr. Nixon’s resignation? And
was'not his resignation sufficient pun-
ishment? -

Suppose Mr. Jaworski decides to try
Mr. Nixon as a common criminal,
can' any jury convict or any judge
pass sentence upon a man whose’
crimes were committed when he was
President of the United States? Is not

“such trial and sentence the prerogative
. of the United States Senate alone?

No one in the world could fall fur-
ther than Mr. Nixon has fallen, To me
that should be enough punishment to
satisfy all these legalists. It is a claim
open to some dispute, for these legal
experts to present our legal system as
always and to all men an equal dis-

- penser of justice.

I say let the man alone. Not out
of compassxon, but out of justice.
: VINCENT L. BENNETT

- Manchester Center, Vt, , Sept. 2, 1974



