Followz‘ﬁg’ is t_hé"text-of d_f's":tatéﬁi‘gh{former President
Nizon issued Yesterday in San: Clemente, Calif.:

I have been informed ‘that. President Ford has granted

me a full .and absolute pardon “for- any: charges which

oung. ¢ _ €, that his compassionate
act will contribute to litting the birden 'of Watergate
from our country. it Nl B NI :
Here in California, my" perspective-. on Watergate is-
quite different than it Was. while I wag embattled in the
midst of the controversy, ang while T was still subject
Looking back on what is still:in tny ‘mingd g ‘complex -
and-’ eonfusing maza “of events, decisions, pressures’ ‘and
personalities, ohe thing I can see ‘clearly “now ‘is that I
Was ‘wrong in not acting more decisively and more forth-.

a political scandal into a national ‘{ragedy.

reached the stage of judicial proceedings and grew from

No words can describe the - depths - o -'_'my"‘;regret and

love and an institution I .so greatly respect.: B
I know many fair-minded people believe that my moti-
Vvations and action in the Watergate affair were intention-
ally self-serving and illegal, T now ‘understand how my
own mistakes and. ‘misjudgments have contributed to that
belief and seemed to- support it. Thisdburden isithe heaviest
one of all to bear. R L 5
That the way I tried to deal with Watergate was the
wrong way is a burden I shall bear for every day of the
life that is left tome. » @ P
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