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California lawyers who ar-
rived here yesterday for the
annual State Bar convention
expressed disbelief and
shock over President Ford’s
pardon of former President
Nixon.

When word of the pardon
was announced at a Iunch-
eon of some 200 trial law-
vers, there was a chorus of
boos and hissing — and
practically no applause.

A spokesman for the State
Bar said the 15-member
Board of Governors kad not
yet convened to decide
whether or not to press
ahead with its investigation
into possible disciplinary
proceedings against the for-
mer President.

Mr. Nixon, who has been
secluded in his San Clem-
ente home since nesigning
on August 9, is a member of
the State Bar and licensed to
practice law in California.

Disciplinary hearings
have been held — and in
some cases, criminal convie-
tion records veviewed — for
four other California law-
yers implicated in the Wat-
ergate scandals: John Ehr-
lichman, Donald Segreiti,
Gordon Strachan and Robert
Mardian. Frank De Marco
Jr., one of Mr. Nixon’s tax
attorneys, was added to the
hst earher this year
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.. As the four-day convention
of 1500 lawyers opened yes
terday, lawyers could be
seen standing outside the
meeting rooms angrily dis-
cussing the pardon procla-
mation. _

Talk ranged from specula-
tion that ‘“deals” had been
made between Mr, Nixzon
and Mr: Ford last fall, when
Mr. Ford became vice presi-
dent, fo a few isolaie
scraps of compassion for
Mr. Nixon and his family.

San Franecisco attorney
David Baum, president of
the California Trial Lawylers
Association, called the par-

don “‘shocking” and noted

that ‘‘the only distinction

At least one lawyer,
though, was smiling about
the pardon. Los Angeles at-
torney Dean Butler, Mr.
Nixgon’s personal lawyer
since the beginning of this
year, said he was ‘“pleased
to hear about it.”

“I know he (Mr. Nixon)
will appreciate it, and, if
noihing else, it’s a load off
this mind,” Butler added.

As Butler talked briefly
about the pardon, Dean Bai-
ley, a Fresno lawyer who
was standing nearby, shook
his head — “I can’t under-
stand the pardon I know the
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that seems to get him a par- |

don is the high offlce he
held.”

Asked about the Presi-
dent’s fear that Mr. Nixon
would net get-a fair trialin
this country, Baum said that

the publicity over Watergate
“didn’t seem to stop John
Dean from getting a fair
trial.”

Several lawyers won-
dered, as one prominent Los
Angeles delegate said, “why
this all happened now.”

“Was there an indictment
about to come down?” he
Southern California lawye1
asked rhetorically. “And I
also wonder how 'you can
pardon someone for some-
thing that hasn’t even come
_ through a court of law.”
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President has the power to
do it, but I think it’s most
unwise.”

While talk of yesterday’s
pardon dominated the chat-
ter in- the hallways of the
Community Convention Cen-
ter here, lawyers also began
the arduous process of sift-
ing through 189 resolutions
that will be thrashed out be-
fore the convention ends
Thursday evening.

As it has in the past, the
bar will consider resolutions:
to legalize prostitution be-
tween consenting adults.
There also will be discus-

sions on penalties for posses-
sion of dangerous drugs.

Other items on the agenda
include discussions of spous
al. support, campaign finane-
ing, drunken driving, crimi-
nal law court procedures
and even the perennial reso-
lution that motoreyclists be
forced to wear helmets.

In recommending disap-
proval on the last item, the

committee noted that “there ;-

is no public interest to be

served by attempting to pro-
t” people from their own
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Resolutions 'approved by

!

the Conferience of Delegates
become part of the bar legis-

lative lobbbying program
¢ here.
When . not dealing with

their resolutions, the dele-
gates will be listening to
speeches by Attorney Gener-
al Evelle Younger and U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Wil-
liam H. Rehnquist, among
others.




