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onely, Depressed

Agonizing Wait for Jaworski Move Leaves Him Indecisive

By Lou Cannon
Washington Post Staff Writer

SAN CLEMENTE, Calif., Sept. 5—
He awakens early in the morning
when the high fog that Will burn off
later in the day still shades the bluff
below Casa Pacifica. He breakfasts on
orange juice and a poached egg served
him by the valet who still calls him
“Mr. President.”

He wanders alone or with his friend,
Bebe Rebozo, along Red Beach in sight
of Secret Service men who out of his
hearing refer to him as “the old man”
and try to stay out of his way. Some-
times he rummages through the stacks
of unanswered mail in his memento-
stewn office or disconsolately plays
the piano. At other times he talks on
the telephone to his lawyers and occa-
‘sionally to old friends or to former
White House subordinates who now
work for President Ford.

He is Richard. M. Nixcn, onge Presi-
dent of the United States, and now an

exile in the villa that used to be the
Western White House.

The picture of him provided by
friends and associates who have seen
him or talked to him since he returned
to California is a gloomy one.

“He’s terribly depressed, with much
to be depressed about,” says a friend.
“Anyone would be depressed in his sit-
uation. I don’t mean he’s going off the
deep end. I just mean that everything
happened to him, seemingly all at
once, and he doesn’t know what to do
~about it.”

Another friend says that Mr. Nixon’s
mind seems to wander when he talks.
The friend uses the term “absent-
minded,” and says he is not suggesting
that Mr. Nixon is unwell.

* One peculiarity noted by this friend
—which also showed up in a telephone
call to Rep. Dan Kuykendall (R-Tenn.)
recently—is Mr. Nixon’s inability to

say. the name of Leon Jaworski, the
Watlergate special prosecutor.

It is the agonizing wait for Jawor-

ski’s decision on whether to seek an in-
dictment against Mr. Nixon that is re-
sponsible for the former President’s
extreme isolation and indecisiveness,
his friends say.

“He just can’t say anything or do
anything until Jaworski acts,” says one
who has talked with Mr. Nixon, “It’s a
terrible period for him.”

Aides and friends of the. former
President say he now thinks it likely
that Jaworski will seek an indictment
against him for obstructing justice in
the Watergate case. But they describe
Mr. Nixon as hopeful that President
Ford will grant him a pardon long be-
fore the case runs its course in the
courts, although probably not before
the Nov. 5 election.

These same aides and friends de-
clined to say whether Mr Nixon would
make the granting of this pardon eas-
ier by some public acknowledgment of
his own role in the Watergate cover-

- up.
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“It is a touchy subject and
not easily broached to him,
even by the lawyers” said
one friend.

Mr. Nixon's indecisiveness
is not limited to his legal
predicament.

Friends say he also has
not make any firm decision
on where he will live, and

that he has been offered .

coniflicting adviee within his
family and his inner circle.
It is known that Mr. Nixon’s
daughters, Julie and Tricia,
‘have urged him to leave Cal-
have urged him to leave
California and come to New
York, as he did after his de-
feat in the ‘California guber-
natorial election in 1962,
Rebozo, in turn, is said to
have suggested that the Nix-
ons leave San Clemente and
live at the Nixon home in
Key Biscayne, which adjoins
Rebozo’s villa in Flarida.

Unlike the Nixon home in
San Clemente, which is a
short driveé from the San
Diego Freeway, the Key
Biscayne home is in an out-
of-the-way location, Also, the
residents of that small Flori
da island traditionally have
respected the privacy of the
celebrities who live among
them,

But Mr. Nixon himself is
said to favor remaining at
San Clemente, both because
fo his love for the ocean and
because fo the access that
he hopes the home will pro-
vide to a future Nixon I-
brary. !

Mr. Nixon is believed to
regard the future of that Ii-
brary as a topie second in
importance only to his legal
predicament.

For one thing, he expects
to write his memoirs and
feels that an accessible Ii-
brary with the documentary
records of his public eareer



is a prerequisite for this

tasketi’ i ’
Whittier College and at

least~two other California

institutions of higher learn- -

ing are known to have made
exploratory offers in behalf
of a Nixon library. But it is

expected that the Ilibrary .

would be located on Some
still-undetermined  private
site, even if operated in con-
Juction with a._ - college,
rather than on any.campus.
The ultimate fate of the li-
brary, like Mr: Nixon’s own
future, is heavily dependent
on the outcome of the
Watergate prosecutions.
Four Watergate defend-
ants—Herbert W, Kalmbach,
John Ni Mitchell, H, R. (Bob)

Haldeman and John D. Ehrl-:

ichman—are dire¢tors.of the
Richard M. Nixon Founda-
tion, which was supposed to
raise meoney to build the li-
brary and to determine its
location. '

The foundation now faces
a reorganization, but proba-
bly not until the pending
Watergate prosecutions are
completed. Mr. Nixon’s
friends have told him it

. would be difficult if not im-
possible for the foundation
to raise funds for the library
as long as Watergate de-
fendants remain on- the
board of directors.

The foundation is headed
by Leonard XK. Firestone,
who has indicated his willing-
ness to continue raising
funds and finding a site for
a ‘library. However, Fire-
stone has limited time to de-
vote to this effort because
he 'is ambassador to Bel-
gium. The actual direction
of the foundation’s efforts is
expected to fall to 'Taft
Schreiber, wealthy  vice
president of the MCA enter-
tainment firm and a mem-
ber of the Nixon founda-
tion’s development commit-
tee. '

Schreiber, who is now in
Europe, visited Mr. Nixon in
San’ Clemente on Aug. 20.
Heis expected to meet later
this month in Brussels with
Firestone before returning
to the United States. -

Mzr. Nixon does not expect
to ‘wait until the library
question,is resolved to begin
work on his memoirs. Most
of his documents are stored
in Washington, but there is
ample room for all of them
at a vast pyramid-like struc-
ture owned by the federal
government at Laguna Ni-
‘guez’%f@ti miles from San Cle-
mente!

This unmarked multi-tiered
building,, roped off with
“U.SH Ga
passing”’ signs around it,
wasibuilt by North Ameri.
can'Rockwell Co. in'the hey-
day of the space exploration

“Program. It is now operated

by the General Services Ad. *

ministration.

Gdvernment-No Tres--

Mr. Nixon’s prospective
memoirs are seen as the so-
lution to .his other pressing
problem—a financial situa-
tion that his tax lawyer,
-ﬁ}an S. Butler of Los Ange-
les, describes as “uncertain
and unclear.”

The former President was
said to have reacted angrily
last week when he saw a
Los Angleles Times. head-
line on an interview with
Butler. “Nixon (Broke), Says

Attorney,” the headline de- ‘

clared.

A day later this headline
was denounced in another
interview in the Times with
Arthur Blech, the Presi-
dent’s accountant, But Blech
said he took no “issue with
the story itself in which But-

“Ier was quoted ag saying,” I
would expect that it isn’t too
much of an exaggeration” to
say that Mr, Nixon is broke.

Actually, say Nixon inti.
‘mates, the problem is one of
immediate cash flow rather
than any long-term financial
problem.

Mr. Nixon is helieved to
have been offered up to $2
million for his memoirs by
various publishers and $100,-
000 a year to serve as a con-
sulting editor for Reader’s
Digest. But he has signed no
contracts and friends say he
won’t sign any until the
Watergate issue is resolved.

One of these friends says
Mr. Nixon is “indecisive
with good: eason.” But he

added that he is worried

that the férmer President

will become - “seriously de-"
Jaworski

pressed” unless
acts soon. '

This friend says that Mr.
Nixon’s legal affairs are
“scattered and unresolved.”
Mr. Nixon has hired Herbert
J. Miller Jr. in Washington
to manage his Watergate-re.
lated legal defense and re-
tained Butler for his finan-
cial affairs. He has been
urged to hire still another
lawyer who would serve as a
consultant with oversight
authority.

This same unresolve isg ap-

parent at San Clemente,
The Nig:on villa itself, ac-

cording to a person who was

inside the compound within

“the past few days, , is .per-

vaded by “a sensg of ruin.”
The flowers that well-wish-
ers sent in during the first
few days after Mr. Nix6n re-
turned +teo - San Cle{nente
have -faded, and !' the
moundeds of wunanswered
mail have
higher.
Friends look forward to
the imminent arrival from
Washington of ‘Rose Mary
Woods, Mr. Nixon’s secre-
tary since 1951, because they
believe she will organize his

oifice and see that sympa-
!

grown steadily -

thetic letter writers receive
at least a form letter of ac-
knowledgment.

Mr. Nixon’s staff, which in
‘his White House days num-
bered over 500, is now re-
duced to a coterie that in-
cludes his erstwhile ‘press
secretary Ronald L. Ziegler,
former appointments secre-
tary Stephen Bull, and mili-
tary aide Lt. Col. Jack Bren-
nan, four secretaries and
Manolo and Fina Sanchez,
his faithful personal serv-
ants. There also is a secret
service detail, which will
provide Mr. Nixon protec-
tion for the rest of his life.

Ziegler, at least until Miss
Woods arrives, is nominally
in charge of the small Nixon
staff, but he has talked with
Southern California friends
about leaving. :

“The problem is that the
President (Mr. Nixon) has
become dependent on Ron,
which is kind of an unheal-
thy - situation,” says one
Southern Californian who
knows both Mr, Nixzon and
Ziegler. “Ron doesn’t want
to leave as long as the Presi-
dent says he has need of
him.”

' Ziegler, who makes a fed-
erally paid salary of '$40,000
a year, also faces a job prob-
lem, according to friends.
He has explored a variety of
potential employment op-

bortunities without suceess,
they say. A
Officially, the former

President and Ziegler have
attempted to keep almost
entirely out of public view.
Ziegler held a background
briefing when he arrived in
Southern California and
save out a mnew telephone
number for the Nixon resi.
dence, 2 number, that is an-
swered either by a Secret
Service agent or an official
of the nearby Coast Guard
station with the words, “San
Clemente.”

Ziegler, however, has
made it a practice not to re-
turn press ealls.

When a friend mentioned
to him that this practice was
not helpful to Mr. Nixon,
Ziegler replied that he was
not returning the ecalls be.
cause of the former Presi-
dent’s orders.

Ziegler now lives at 2
yhome in nearby Cyprus
Shores and spends most of
his days inside the 26-acre
Nixon villa. Mr. Nixon him-
self has left the villa only
twice, once for a picnic in
Ventura, and the other time
for a freeway drive. One of

-Mr. Nixon’s former associ-

ates says it was an aide im-
bersonating the former
President who drove out of
the compound on Aug. 28 in
a successful effort to divert
waiting photographers from

~ armed

a U.S. marshal who had
come to serve two subpoe-
nas upon Mr. Nixon.

Every effort
made at San Clemente to in-
sure Mr. Nixon’s long-sought
solitude. Hundreds of motor-
ists turn off the San Diego
Freeway each day hoping to
get a glimpse of the Nixon
residence ‘but their ‘hopes
are frustrated by a “no tres.
possing” sign that blocks the
entrance to the small guard-
house leading to the presi-
dential estate,

Across the gate itself a
hundred yards down the
road is a sign saying “U.S.
Coast Guard Station.” Two
and uniformed
guards are at the gate.

The small ocean town of
San Clemente, with a per-
manent population of 17,000
that sometimes doubles on
hot summer days, has shown
a steadily declining interest
in its most famous resident.
The Sanchezes shop regu-
larly at the Alpha Beta Mar-

ket without interrruption
from people who know
them. i

Last weekend, San Cle-
mente Councilman Paul
Presley  organized local

vouths in a cleanup of a
flower garden that borders
an  exclusive residential
community alongside the
Nixon wvilla. The cleanup
was approved by the Nixor
staff, but it apparently oc-
curred without knowledge

-of the former President,

On Mr. Nixon’s last trip to
San Clemente as President,
Presley anticipated the res-
ignation by ejecting White
House aides and Secret
Service men from the
nearby San Clemente Inn,

which he owns. He said that .
abrupt departures by the

then President caused too
many vacancies and cost
him money.

At the inn a neon sign
saying “News Center
Lounge” remains but a base.
ment room ‘that was used
for Western White ‘House
briefings is being .remod-
eled. There is an idealized
portrait of Mr, Nixon in the
lobby, and a picture of the

“then-President and Soviet

leader Brezhnev signing a
nuclear freaty is tudgked
away behind the cigarette
machine.

“It’s difficult making the
adjustment and: realizing
that he’s not President any-
more,” says an old friend.
“But however hard it is for
us, it’s much more difficult
for him.”

is  being



