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A Step Beyond

Washington
HE MAIN CHANGE here in the last couple of
‘ weeks is that the capital is beginning to get
used to the idea of impeachment and is starting to
think beyond the debate in the House of Represent-
atives. . '
In the last few days, the leaders of both parties
have been planning for a trial of the President in
- the Senate; Senator Robert Dole of Kansas has
- called for additional security for Vice President
Gerald Ford; Time magazine has been identifying
the coming leaders of America, and Father Theo-
dore Hesburgh of Notre ‘Dame has been calling in
Newsweek for a collective leadership in a govern-
ment of national reconciliation.

After the Supreme Court decision on the tapes
against the President and bipartisan support in the
. House Judiciary Committee for his impeachment, it
is widely assumed here that at least a majority of
. members of the House and Senate will vote to im-
peach and convict, and this. has raised a broader
question about the future.

Even if two - thirds of the Senate did not vote

to remove Nixan from office, how could he hope to
govern the country effectively for 18 months, and
preside over the 200th anniversary of the nation
with only a quarter of the people having confidence
in his leadership?
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AM GARRISON, the Republican counsel in the

House Judiciary Committee, has suggested that
even if a case could be made for impeaching the
President, members should- consider whether im-
peaching him would be in the interests of the
country. They are obviously taking this into con--
sideration, but lately many of them have also been
thinking about the consequences of not impeach-
ing him.

It is fairly clear that the last year and a half
of Nixon’s term is going to be a turbulent time,
with high rates of inflation, prices and unemploy- .
ment. P

So long as the President’s men in the White

House hoped to hold the Republicans ‘tog‘ether. by
presenting the case as a partisan.and ideological

Impeachment

conflict, there was a fair chance that they could
avoid impeachment by the whole House.

But their tactics of discrediting the judiciary
by condemning it in public as a “kangaroo court”
have obviously backfired. They could not dismiss
the Supreme Court in these terms, and the indica-
tions now are that the President has lost much sup-
port even among natural supporters in the South
and Middle West. In fact, the President is now con-
fronted by the fact that some of his most enthusias-
tic backers in the past have now fermed a commit-
tee of conservatives for impeachment.
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'THUS, beyond the immediate controversies over
‘ the proper test of impeachment and whether the
President has been guilty of specific crimes or gen-
eral failure to sustain the principles and ideals of
the Constitution, this more general question of
“What’s best for America?” is coming to the fore.
And, when members are in doubt, this may in the
end be the deciding question.

Most members of Congress, unlike the Halde-
mans and Ehrlichmans, are not confusing loyalty
to Nixon with loyalty to country, and when they do
think of the future of the party, many of them
believe that impeachment is not only good for the
nation but good for the Republican party.
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EVEN MEMBERS of the President’s own cabi-
net, and some of his most influential party sup-
porters outside the Congress and the executive

- agree in private on two points:

First, even if the President manages to squeak
through by a few votes, he will have to preside over
a lame-duck government that will not have the

- votes or the confidence to deal with the serious eco-

nomic and political problems of the next year and a
half. ‘

Second, his impeachment in these circum-
stances would not be bad but good for the country
and would not be bad but good for the Republican
party. '

For in partisan terms, Ford would take over
the presidency, untainted by Watergate and the
other scandals, and would be available to seek re-
election in 1976 as a presiding president against a
deeply divided Democratic party.
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THESE ARGUMENTS about the future and
what’s best for the country are now running
against the President. For the deepest longing of
the Congress and the people seems to be to get
these scandals behind them and get on to new be-
ginnings that may bring about the reconciliation, if

- not the unity, of the nation.

How to do this with Nixon at a time of serious
economic problems is what even the President’s
normal supporters in the Congress cannot explain

. or imagine. Both their patriotism and their parti-

sanship argue for impeachment.

New York Times



