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By George Murphy

Attorney General Evelle
Younger ruled yesterday
that Lieutenant Governor
Ed Reinecke has to leave his
office “‘once judgment is en-
tered” — that is, when he
-has been sentenced.

Sentencing in Reincecke’s
perjury Case is now tenta-
tively scheduled for August
30. . ‘

Reinecke, convicted of
perjury by a Washington,
D.C. jury last Saturday, said
he would abide by the
Younger opinion, but that he
would remain in office until
he is sentenced. ;

Sentencing will be before
U.S. District Judge Barring-
ton Parker, who presided
over the trial in which Re-
inecke was found guilty of
lying to a Senate Judiciary
Committee hearing.

Despite widespread re-
ports earlier vesterday on
radio and in newspapers
that Reinecke. would sum-
marily resign, the lieutenant
governor issued in the after-
noon a “clarification,” say-
ing:

“I am the lieutenant gov-
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on’ the motion to dismiss
well in advance of the Aug-
ust 30 sentencing. date.

Should the - judgment
against Reinecke stand, Rea-
gan will “appoint a new
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ernor ‘and will continue to be
the lieutenant governor un-

 til the date my judgment is

entered.” o

The earlier reports:devel-
oped when Reinecke’s office
released a statement by him
that he would abide by the
Younger opinion. This was
taken to mean he had aban-
doned any hope of having
the conviction set aside.

But at the time the state-
ment was issued, Reinecke’s
attorneys were filing a mo-
tion to overtumn the jury’s
finding in his perjury. con-
viction. ;

They- claimed Reinecke
was telling the “literal
truth” when he testified be-
fore the Senate hearing, and
thus did not commit perjury.

Before releasing his opin-
ion. Younger. sent a letter to
Reinecke strongly suggest-
ing an early resignation
would be in order.

= . speaking solely in
my capacity as Attorney

General,” Younger wrote

- his fellow Republican, “I

can assure you that every

significant official act,you |

may perform in the mean-
time (between now and Au-
gust 30) may be chalienged
in the courts by persons who

disagree with our legal con- ;
clusions or who may be po- |

i

litically motivated.

¥ . The practical pre yblem
shotld ‘be considered by you
along with other factors

Lieutenant governor wheu
the office becomes vacant,” .

Walthall said.

" There has been specula-
tion Reagan might. name
State Senator John Harmer,

. -vember . election, to Rein-

' ecke’s post should the in-
weumbent be forced to leave.
. Harmer has a “free ride” in.’

when you make a decision
as to -whether or' not you
should resign prior to the en-
iry of the judgment.”

The opinion itself, written }
by - Assistant Attorney Gen-

eral Iver E. Skjeie found
that Reinecke must forfeit
his office once convicted of a
felony. '
By “conviction,” the opin-
ion said, is meant, ajury
verdict or court finding of
guilt followed by a judgment

upholding and implementing .

such verdict or finding,”

In effect, this means
Reinecke can remain in of-
fice until he is sentenced.
Should the “literal truth”
motion be accepted by Park-
er, there will be no convic-
tion as described in Young-
er’s opinion, and Reinecke
could then stay in his post
through the end of his term,
January 1, 1975.

Apparently dismissing
Younger’s suggestion he re-
sign early, Reinecke said
late in the day, “I will re-
sign if my judgment is ever
entered.”

Earlier in the day, he had
said, “I would like to public-

ly state that the office of |

lieutenamt governor will

never have to he vacated
through ~legal action by the
state. 4

“I will. voluntarily resign
prior to such an action being
necessary.”

Reinecke reiterated his
claim that, “I am absolutely
not guilty of the charge

the GOP nominee for liey-
tenant governor in the No-

m%de against me, and have ‘
instructed my attorneys to
take every possible legal
step to get the decision re-
versed, and to respectfully
submit any post-trial mo-
tions they deem appropriate
to the judge.”

Meanwhile, two Reinecke
supporters  announced g
fund-raising drive to help
Reinecke pay his legal fees,
which could run ag high as
$150,000.

Harold Dobbs of San Fran-
cisco and Cliff Anderson of -
Pasadena, who were co- |
chairmen of Reinecke’s yn-
successful bid for the Repub-
lican gubernatorial nomina-
tion, are handling the fund,
About  $20,000 has been
raised so far.

Governor Ronald Reagan,
who* named then Congress-
man- Reinecke lieutenant :
governor in 1969, after the
. resignation of Robert H.
Finch, is ‘“‘reconsidering”
plans to leave the state this
month, his press secretary
said yesterday. j

When Reagan leaves the
state, Reinecke bhecomes °
- acting governor. 5.

The Governor had been -
scheduled to go to Nevada
on August 11 and to Seattlel
August 12 for GOP appear-
ances, but Press Secretary
Clyde Walthall said Reagan
is “reconsidering his sched-

| ule for the next month.”

It was expected in the Dis-
. trict of Columbia that Judge
Parker will hear arguments

the election, since he has

" two more years to serve in
! the senate should

he-lose in
November. , ‘



