{ Chromcle

onfident

AUG 1

Demos

e~

1974,

Plan Short Debate

Washington

House Democratic lead-
ers, confident of a large
pro-impeachment vote, plan

to limit floor debate and vot- ¢

ing on proposed impeach-
ment articles to about 50
hours spread over a week oy
ten days.

That is half the time antic-
ipated a little while ago.

Soureesindicated yester-,
day that the Democratic
leaders feel the case devel-
oped against Presiden: Nix-
‘on by the House Judiciary
Committee is so strong that
extended discussion on ihe
House floor will be unneces-
sary.

'Consideration of three im-
peachment articles recom-

mended by -the Judiciary

Committee will begin: Au-
gust 19 at the latest — and
possibly will get under:way
August 15, sources said:

Rules for  debating,
amending and voting .on the
charges against Mr. Nixon
will be discussed this after-
noon in a closed meeting of

Democratic and Republican

House leaders, the chairman
and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, the House parlia-
mentarian and the entire
Rules- Committee.

The Rules Committee will
meet next week to recom-
mend House Adoption of
Rules governing length of
debate and the  extent to
which amendment of pro-
posed articles will be per-
_ mitted.

Representative B. F. Sisk
(Dem.-Calif.), a RulesiCom-
mittee member involved in
the . procedural discussions,
said -after meetings with
House Speaker CaiWAlbert
Judiciar y Committee

Peters»~W . Rodino Jr.
(Pem.-4.J.) and other key

Democratic lleadels yes-fér-d

day:

“They (J udlc1ary Commit-
tee members) are coming to

us with a case thaf I thimk
frankly ' has the President
cold. turkey, I.predict two-
thirds of the House will vote
for Impeachment, and will
all the other problems in the
country I htink it would be a
shameful waste of time to
carry on the debate indefi-
nitely.” ‘

. Thus, Sisk said, original
plans of the House leader-
ship for 100 hours of debate
have been scrapped for a
plan calling for 50 hours
over a maximum of ten
days.

“Otberwise.”” he said,
“You can get into un.imited
nit-picking and filibustering
with. the number of attor-
neys we’'ve got in ‘the
House.”

Sisk said he thought sepa-

rate votes on each section of .

an article might be permit-

-ted but not changes in word-

ing or the addition of sec-
tions. ;

“Basicaﬁy, there ought to
be just an up or down vote
on the articles reported to us
by the Judiciary Commit-
tee.”” he said.

Article 1 accusesMr.Nix-
on of obstructing justice in
the Watergate coverup, Arti-
cle 2.alleges political use of
the Internal Revenue Sery-
ice and . othe1 abuses of pow-
er, and Article 3 recom-
mends 1mpeachment for the
President’s: failure to eom-
ply with committee subpoen-
as. ,

Sisk said he thought the
procedural rule might per-
mit members to propose ad-
ditional articles, for exam-
ple ones on the secret Cam-
bedia bombing and thePres-
ident’s taxes that were re-
jected by the Judiciary
Commlttee Tuesday

Whatever proposed rule is
hammered out by House
leaders today and approved
by the Rules Committee
next ‘week must be adopted

-by a majority of the House

before the impeachment de-
bate opens.

One unanswered question
is whether television camer-
as: will be allowed. into the
House chamber. Speaker Al-
bert and Democratic leader
Thomas P. O’Neill (Defy.
Mass.) at first opposed tele-
casts but indicatedTuesday
they would be amenable to

the idea.
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