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In an ironie twist, the White
House’s high priest of snoopery,
Charles W. Colson, was himself
bugged recently as he uttered
some of the Watergate scandal’s
most indiscreet confessions.

Colson, when he was the top
White House hatchet man, was
fond of flipping a switch and
tape recording friends and ene-
mies alike. A few days before he
went to prison for obstructing
justice, however, he was se-
cretly recorded as he bared his
soul to Washington- business-
man and sometime private eye
Richard Bast.

Colson went to Bastto interest
him in investigating the Central
Intelligence Agency which Col-
|son.felt had set him up for all
his troubles with federal prose-
cutors. We have now heard the
taped conversations.

Unaware of the turning reels,
Colson speculated that the CIA

type of takeover of the govern-

Pentagon practiced extortion to
keep President Nixon from ar-
jresting military men who stole
his secrets.

In sometimes hostile, some-
times contrite language, Colson
lescribed President Nixon be-
1nd his back as being short on

planned a “Seven Days in May”"
ment. He also asserted that the|

derstandsthis. .

“guts.” Behind Colson’s back,
Mr. Nixon had been equally
critical of Colson, the White
House tapes show.

Colson complained to Bast
that the President was always
on the verge of coming down
hard on the CIA. But, Colson
groused, Mr. Nixon was talked
out of it by presidential staff
chief Al Haig who feared it
would “take down the whole in-
telligence community.”

“That’s where I got to be crit-
ical of Tricky Dick with this
kind of lack of guts here,” com-
mented the tough-talking Bast.

Sadly, Colson agreed: “I criti- .
-cize him along with you. For

thatreason.”

Sitting beside Bast’s swim-
ming pool, whose fountainmade
background water music over a
“mike” secreted among pool-
side flowers, the two men dis-

.| cussed how Mr. Nixon could rid

himself of CIA and military spy-
ing on the White House.

“He’s .got the message,”
brooded Colson. “And he’s
thinking about it. He’s got a hel-
luva problem . .. Nobody un-

himself.” Colson explained that
Mr. Nixon could not fully trust
anyone in the White House to
carry out his orders, and “he
can’t just sit in there with a ma-
chine gun.”

.He can’tdoit.

(pull something similar to a
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The skeptical Bast asked why
Mr. Nixon didn’t simply order
arrests if his National Security
Council was being spied on by
the military, as recent testimony
has confirmed.

“If he tried to do anything
about it,” sighed Colson, “they
would have disclosed a lot of his
documents that he was worried
about protecting, that they had
been stealing ... right from
Kissinger’s briefcase.”

“In other words,” replied
Bast, “they practiced extortion
on him.”

“Subtly,” agreed Colson.

getawaywith it?”

“Yeah,” the former White
House confidant conceded.

Astothe CIA, Colson said that
one of its former agents, E. How-
ard Hunt Jr., while in the White
House, was in contact directly
or indirectly with CIA clandes-
tine bigwigs.

Colson said he never -knew
whether the CIA infiltrated the
White House “to knock (Nixon)
off"—figuratively  speaking—
“or whether they were in there
justtospy. . .

“Maybe they were trying to

‘Seven Days in May’ deal (a fic-
tional military coup),” sug-

gested Bast.

“And the President let them/!

“Could have been, could have |
been,” mused Colson. “I can’t
say there was a conspiracy to do
it, but I witl say that was the

-practical consequence of their

actions.”
Mr. Nixon’s theory, said Col-
son, “was that the CIA were ;
coming into spy. . . Who knows'
what they want . . . The whole
house of cards collapsed and
maybe that’s what they wanted.
“Right now the frightening
thing is that there is no one con-
trolling the CIA. I mean .
nobody. . .” S
Footnote: Haig told us there
was “no way”’ he was working
| for the CIA, but refused com-
ment on his talks with Colson,
The CIA denies it was spying on
the White House.




