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:Formerﬂgent‘ Tells of C f A 'S fnferest v

. By'RIC-HARD’-EDER
- : Special: to-The New York Times

> LONDON;" July *11=“1 did "
not write this book for ‘the

' '.KGB 1 wrote it for revolu- ;

tionary | orgamzatxons in the
United . States,, in. Latin .
) Americ;a and everywhere else.
1wrote'it as a contubutlon to.”
the socialist .xevolution.”
Philip” Agee, a graduate of.
a Jesuit school and. Notre'
Daine Unijversity and for 12
years an ‘agent for the Cen-
tral Intelllgence Agency, was
explammg why, after resign-

ing from: the. agency six .

:, ..years agg he'had. decided.:

“["Wwrite a bOOK describing it§

.| operations in the three coun- .
“triés whe

EFETHe Wi Stationed
—Ecuador, Uruguay and
Mexico.

The book, a lengthy work
written in the form of a dia-
ry, is to be published in
Britain by Penguin. No publi-
cation date has been set, but
Mr. Agee expects it to appear
next spring. ‘

U.S. Influence the Target

The New York Times pub-
lished an article last week;

quoting reliable sources in

Washington as having said -
that the C.IA. had reorgan-.
ized its operations in the
Western Hemisphere —aftér .
one of its -agents, when
drunk, had disclosed aspeécts”
of the organization to agents.
of the K.G.B., the Soviet:
| intelligence agency No speci-
+ fic C.LA. agent was named.

[+ A few days later, however, |
it was reported that. the. | -

C.LA. reorganization ‘wa the
result of concerrthat NI¥,
Agee would reveal informa-
tion about the agency’s op- .
erations in Latin America,,
but his- possible mvolvement
with = the KGB_‘- emained .
unclear. vAgee™ demed

;yesterday ’chat he hadever |
1nformat10n to the [

,ugzven
{.G.B.
. Mr. Agee’s book recounts
in. specific detail his experl-
- ence$,, with ‘the CXLA. in%:

.cluding; his. Tecruitmént and|

-his training, and the opera-
tions he knew of at his three
posts. The book’s . detail “is
extensive; it includes names..

of agents and: contacts. ,
) But Mr. Agee sayg that hig;
‘main target..in writing the:
book was .not so much the’
'C.ILA."as what he holds. to be
the destructiveness of Ameri--
can influence around the
world.

* “L didn’t want to write just
‘a bunch of spy_ storfes,” he_
- said this week. “I Wanted to’
put the CIA. in the context
of the political and economic”
reality of Latin *America. I.
“wanted to show how, by Weat-

" of his rented cottage o

- throughout the overcas aft-
" ernoon cars drove up, dis- 1|
- charging relays of bird watch=

la o

" thé ‘agency.’
- *T-turned it down at Notre ‘

"at Florlda Law School

_wrote in asking' if it was

ing down. atxytmxfg ‘to “the
left, wes just*ﬂsremforce the
status quo, “the holdy

,ohgarc 1y on _the great¥ mass

ot pe g
1ef “as Mx;‘ Agee told’
1t hlS quarrel was less Wlth

E,S

ithe C.I.A’s methods.

with, -the pohucal purp
for W h%h ‘they . were' uged,
‘His book was’the productof:
‘eight years of radicalizafi (m,

-from his: ,arrrval .n Latin
America.,

k! ealistxc
young spy, behevmg m;ﬁ;re-
form and the. Alliancejfor
Progress, to.his departure
from the agency in 1968, can-
vinced of the need for somal-
ist revolutions and some
eventual form of communism..
Wary of Bird Watchers

Mr. Agee talked for sevg al
hours, sitting in the gard

Cornwall coast.- Just b
thousands of 'birds da
on the tidal" flats,

ers with field glasses...And °
from time to time-Mr. Agge;

a tanned, dark-haired man of. .

39 years, would get upy peer
over the bushes atsthem, then'
resume hlS seat’lﬁ .

He has under préssure
smce?he bég%gn his boo FPalt
of this hds .come from.what
he. is., conv‘mced was .C,LA.
survet]lance another part he

s more he51tant to. discuss,

buit, essentially, it.amounts to
queern, that persons in-
volve%! in operations he knows’
about will try to get to him

) before the’ 'book_comes; gut.

This concern’ has_lent a .

| ‘guarded | quality to hls life

.while he has been writing his
‘book, over the last four years
~— first in Mexico, then in
Paris, then in Britain, with

“thre short trips to' Cuba. It
" is ‘also orfe of ‘the réasons for

refusing, in the interview, to

“describe- the episodes he re-
lates in the book.
v “He: did “t€ll;however; of

the C.LA.

’s, effort. to rec,rult

young men - could co
thelr ‘draft duty with’ }01

Dame " he recalled; “but

about to, be drafted - so

still open.”

__The ClA. draftees were not

1dent1f1ed

in any way, he

" 8did, and ‘went"through basic'
training in the. regular fash:
ion: :

~ “It was for maturmg, they

_said, We were just like every-
‘one “else éxcept ‘that “in*the
;)gr{ders our names had three

- cruit I

~ Betancourt
I~ Mufioz Marin in Puerto. Rico.

¢ “‘intelhg »nce of-

: flcers

He also spoke bnefly of his

- last C.LA. post,-in Mexico.

“I was ih Washington on

the:Mexico desk,” he said. “It.

was, the time- of the Olym-

‘ pxcs,,iand we- got a message

1e Al:nbassador wanted

cut my orders for 1t you
-might- #say, and went.” &

When Disillusion Came

" As “Olympics attaché Mr.

‘Agee said, he had a special

- opportunity to mix widely.

“was a big national ef-
in¢ Mexico to proma»te

 the gdmes, and many peo] le
ency was mterested dn -
‘involved: Professiona S (

the ag
38

artists, politicians.
“It ‘was a good time to re-
Qcals " he said. “It was

en before he went to
Mr. Agee had be-
ﬂlS:lluSloned with }us

er, he resigned, and
#o work in a small
9§ with some Mexican

Yonly thought at fi'r;s‘_k_t
forget the agency,”

id" “But there was Viet- °

nam, and I realized that what
‘we were doing on a big scale
‘in Vietnam I had been domg

- on a lower scale in Latin
America;

“Theidgency’s job was to

“keep the Iid on. All we had
~ been-doing in Latin America

was to-keep i insurgency down
at.a fower level than in Vxet-
nam. But the principles were
the game. It was American
imperialism.”

‘Reform Just Rhetorie’

What had brought Lim, he
“was -asked, to this extreme-

left; analy51s of America’s
role?

“When I went to Ecuador

in 1960 it was the time when

~.democratic reform seemed to

be “the' way out for - Latin
America,” he-said. “It was
the time of the. reformers:
in Venezuela,

Figuéres in Costa Rica, Ku-
bxtschek in Brazil.

The methods we used in.
the_‘agency were rationalized

as buying time for the mod-
erate reformers to make the
reforms that were needed.
But' the longer I was there,
the more I felt that liberal
reform was a contradition,
that it was just rhetoric. I
realized that society was net
getting integrated, that the
oligarchies and  the masses
were as far apart as ever. I

realized that the Alliance for .

Progress was just a subsidy

His Diary D

siflusion

program for U.’S. business.”
This - ﬁxsﬂlusmn, he con-
tinued, made his realize that
the far left, which he was
professlonally dedicated to

fighting, in ‘fact stood for

what he believed in. And it

- concluded that  only “seme

ject. |

form .of socialist revolutlon
could - bring about genuine
changev )

To Paris and a Pubhsher ;

Mr. Agee began work on
his book in Mexico in 1969.
The next year, he moved to
Paris, where he met the pub-
llsher Francois Maspero. Mr.
Maspero, who will publish
the book in French, gave him
an advance that supported
him for a while.

In 1971, he said, the C.LA.
became aware of what he
was doing. He had com-
mitted “the mistake” of writ-_
ing to a Uriguayan- maga-
zine, identifying himself.as a-.*
former C.LA. agent; he
‘warned that the agency was
likely to intervene in an elec-.
tion campaign then going on,
and revealed that he was
writing a book on the sub-

man- whom he knew ai d who
questioned him about: his
plans. It was after this,. he
said, that something add be-
gan. It amounted—as he sees

" his book. A wealthy Arner1~
can girl of Venezuelan origin
moved into the small hotel

- where he was living and be-

" friended him. ) :
Something in a Typewnter

“She took a great intefest
in the book,” he said. “I was
out of money by then. It got
to the point where I had to
return my rented typewriter
for the sake of the deposit.
She: and another American
W};t‘i; moved in at the same_
tlme beca,n vlvmg me

© money.”

Mr Agee said he: had
suspicions about her.
he said, grew to certamty
after she lent him a type-
writer and seemed ‘"upset:
when, because he was using
tapes at the time rather than
of ‘writing, he did not use the
typewriter.

He began to notice that his
radio made peculiar sounds
when the typewriter. was
moved close to it, examining
the typewriter's case, he
found a piece of plywood
When he removed it, he said,
eh found a comphcated ‘as-

- -semblage of miniature. elec-
‘tronic devices in it. He is not
certain whether this was used
simply to provide a direc-




‘tional signal, or.for some-
thing more complicated,
Although he was now cer-
tain that the girl was an
agent, he continued to see
‘her: *T needed the money.”
He said that C.LA. repre-
sentatives also visited his
‘estranged ' wife—they- - are
now divorced—in the United
States, and told her that they
would pay Mr. Agee-if he
‘would abandon the book: " -
Il r. ‘Agee moved
tﬂz@pgn 1 10 ‘seethe British
Vluseum’s newspaper Library.
His book, hé said, will take
the forri~of ‘a diary in which
‘his .own recollections are <set
,against’ thé background ™ of
-events” taking place in Latin
America at the time. In Lon-
don, he obtained an advance
from Penguin, which:allowed
him to discontinue ‘his less
orthodox form of .support,
Mr. Agee- expects <to -re-
- main in Britain-until his book
comes out. He has been-as-
sured, he said, that there is
-no legal way that publica-
tion of it can be stopped
here.. . If- -he-.moved.-to~ the
United States he could be
subject ta. the kind of legal
action ~that the CIA took
-against. another. Aforthcoming
book by:a former employe,
Victor L. Marchetti. A num-
ber of passages.in-the book,
“The C.ILA. and thé Cult of
Intelligence,” which Mr. Mar-
- chetti -wrotewi ‘th John D.
Merks, a former:StateDepart-
ment -intelligence -analyst,
Were deleted by court order.
.+ "A Look" Homeward
~Once the book is_published,
Mr. Agee said, he will move
back to the United States.
“L want to Join a political
group,” heé said: He added
that. he belonged to no, party
now  and was not. -certain
" which group he would try to
_join.” Asked whether he was
. a:Communist, ‘he replied:
“Not if you mean by that a
person who- has joined the
. Communist. party. But if you
speak of a socialist revolu-
“tion,~to which:T hope to con-
tribute, -you’re -speaking of
the construction of a socialist
.sotiety: and eventually © of
~Communism. Communism is
not a matter of belonging. It
is a way of living.”
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