Sj;%afair Triesto lﬁsé;g it

called “a real bloodletting.”
! It was the first chance ever|
lfor James D. St. Clair or any of'
‘the President’s other lawyers to
jcross-examine Mr. Dean, once
[Mr. Nixon’s legal counsel and,
for more than a year, the chief
witness against the President.

Meanwhile, the committee
released today heretofore secret
grand jury testimony bearing
on $75,000 paid to E. Howard
Hunt Jr. last year.

A central point in Mr. St.

Clair’s defense in the impeach- |

ment inquiry is that the money
paid to Mr. Hunt, one of the
seven convicted in the original
Watergate burglary case, was
for legitimate expenses and not
to meet-a blackmail threat.
Hunt Testimony Noted

However, according to the
grand jury records, Mr. Hunt
testified that he was clearly
threatening the White House
when he made his demand for
money. And John D. Ehrlichman,
one of the President’s principal
assistants, told the grand jury'
that “blackmail” was involved.

The Judiciary Committee
members differed, depending on
their viewpoint about impeach-;
ment, on whether Mr. St. Clair!
had successfully challenged Mr.
Dean’s credibility.

But the members agreed on
two points: that Mr. Dean had
stood by the now familiar story
he told to the Senate Water-
gate committee: last summer,
and that Mr. St. Clair had at-
tacked his testimony with
ferocity and dexterity.

“He’s doing what any good
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Dean Before
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1 WASHINGTON, July 11--President Ni{%gn’s chief»gdefense
lawyer tried today to discredit John W. Dean-8d-before the
{House Judiciary Committee in what one committee member

House Panel

}
J

St.

Clair's
cross-examination. :

And Representative Barbara
exas Democrat, jok-
ing about:the. imaginary blood
that hadibeen spilled; asked a
reporter,’’*Do * you have a

Time and“again, the members
ireported, Mr. St. Clair tried to
[show that. Mr. Dean had been
inconsistent.

memory, not remember whether
a critical telephone  call  oc-
curred ons'March 20 or March
21? Why, he wanted to know,
did Mr. Dean in his Senate tes-
timony. last year -make : some,
;Statements that. differed from
what he had told the grand
jury? <5 SE-

But Mr.: Dean, described  as
polished and self<assured in‘his

be serigusly shaken from his,
story. He: testified once again
that he beligved the President
was aware of the Watergate
cover-up as early as September,
1972; that he and the President
discussed : the matter through-
out March, 1973; that on March
21, 1973; he laid out the full
cover-up scheme for the Presi-
dent, and that thereafter he was
disappointed when. the Presi-
dent took no action to end the
scheme,. S
Harm to Nixon Cited
Representative Edward Mez-
vinsky, an Iowa.Democrat, said
that he: ‘thought Mr. Dean’s
testimony had been harmful to
the President’s case because it
had left “the impression that
ithe . President knew of the
|cover-upisbefore March 21.”
! Mr. Dean reportedly said that
he believed that the question
of payments had come up in a
discussiont between him and the
President before March 21, al-
though he could not ‘pinpoint
the occasion. The ‘transcript of
.their March 13 conversation
containsia hint that Mr. Nixon
knew that, money was paid to
‘the Watergate defendants.
Represéntative Lawrence R.
IHogan, a Maryland Republican,
told reporters that there were
“substantial discrepancies” in

testimony, reportedly could not|gj

But, when he made the same
statement to a Republican col-
league, Representative Henry P.

| Smith 3d, of upstate New York,

during’a break in the hearing;

IMr. Smith reportedly replied:

“I wouldn't say that St. Clair
has scored any big fat points. T
keep looking - for the bolt of
lightning, and:Fidon’t see it.”

As he had: previous wit-
nesses, Mr. StClair tried to-
day to rebut what he believes
to be the central allegation
against the President: that Mr.
Nix¢n. ordered or at. least sanc-
tioned the payment of hush
money. to Mr. Hunt,

.1t is “the cortention. of Mr.
St. Clair and Republi¢an® com-
mittee members: who support
the President that the scheme
to pay Mr. Hunt was,set in
motion before Mr.~Nixon even
knew ‘about the:Hunt demand.

Moreover, . they . argue, the.
money. was interided merely to
pay Mr. Hunt's legal expenses
and support his family while he
was in prison, and not to buy

: mong them John N.
Mitchell,;the former Attorney
General and campaign director,
and Frederick C.*'LaRue, the
campaign aide. who #rranged
for the delivery of the money
—have told the commitfee that
they believed that no blackmail
was involved in the payoff.
But . their testimony was
weakened today, not only by
the statements of Mr. Dean, but
more importantly “by secret
grand jury testimony that was
disclosed by the'‘committee. It
was included in' the velumes
of evidence that the committee
published. .

. Hunt Conceded Threat

Under intense questioning by
prosecutors last ‘January, Mr.
Hunt conceded htat'he had in-
tended to threaten the Presi-
dent when he made his démand
for- money. ¥

Time and again he was asked
the qeustion, and repeatedly he
evaded answering it. Finally, he
left the grand jury room to talk
with his attorney, and when he
returned, Jill Wine Volner, an
assistant special prosecutor put
the question once more. There
was the following exchange:

Q. The question was one
which has been restated sev-

Mr. Dean’s testimony and that

K

2 «n ‘my;mind, is| there any .other mt
rious doubt:™ 7 ¢ -

p

“tion . other’ than the clear
meaning of the words that.
you would review your o
ctions for alternatives other
than that you would tell¥
about these so-called seamy -~
things unless they met yout
demands?

A.  No.

Mr: Hunt went on fo say tha e
the was threatening, unless Hai*®
was paid, to tell about the bup-sr""
glary of the office of Dr. Danieli%
Ellsberg’s former psychiatristy
the forging of State Departmentt:
cables and the political dirty -
tricks of Donald Segretti.

Ehrlichman 's Quoted .

Mr. Ehrlichman’s grand jurs. .
testimony ‘'was also damaging, .
to.Mr. St. Clair’s argunemt. Mg, |,
Ehrlichman told the grand jury
last eptember, the recomd;~. .-
shows, - that, when Mr. Dean, .,
told him about Mr. Hunt’szdes.. ' .
mand, “I said.it looked to v
like blackmail.” B

There seems to be no detbt,
from ‘the transcript of ‘Mr..
Nixon’s conversation withs Mr. -,
Dean on March 21, 1973, sthat «
they were talking in terms of R
hush ' ‘money.  Mr. St. -€lair,.
however, has. argued thag, ther .
President considered paying ...
silence money as an opticga: but v - .
never ordered that it be paid. , .,

Ag to the question of whether
the isycheme was set in mption,
before the Nixon-Dean discus- - .
sion, Mr. Dean testified: that . .
he and Mr. LaRue had talked- -:.
about the payment earlier. B v

To some Republicans, that: .
buttressed the President’s cases,
But other committee members
failed to see why the sequence
of events mattered in the‘im- -
peachment inquiry. To them,.. .
it was enough that the Presiy. .
dent did not order the scheme. ,
abandoned. - ' . S

‘Not Critical Factor’ "

Mr. Mezvinsky said that the -
“time sequence is not the .
critical factor in whether the .
President directed or acquiesced ™
in the payment to hunt.” .

He went on to say that “the. ...,
tapes are conclusive on that
point” and that the undisputed., .. .
events and discussions beforg, - . -
and after the payment left no .,
other conclusion but that the, ;-5
President ‘'was culpable. . el

Mr. Fish-is thought t6 'be a, . .,
key Republican who has not,

e

o

¥

eral times, but, again, is

bxcerpts from testimony,

yet made up his mind about im-
peachmant. :
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