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By George Murph.y

Houston I. Flournoy. Re-
publican nominee for gover-
nor of California, said here
yesterday he does not think
“it’s important” to have the
support of President Nixon
in his callnpaign.

Flournoy came very close
to saying he doesn’t want
the beleaguered President's
support. but stopped just
short of saying so..

- Flournoy. now state con-
troller, bobbed and weaved
when pressed by newsmen
al a St. Francis Hotel press
conference as to whether he
would welcome Mr. Nixon’s
efforts in his behalf.

“I am not asking Republi-
cans from outside California
to campaign for me,” Ploul-
noy said.

When reporters noted that
Mr.

Nixon is legally a Cali-
fornia resident. Flournoy re-
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“A California vol-
And T hope I get his

sponded;
er, yes.
vote.”

Flournoy repeatedly in-
sisted that the November
contest between himself and
Democratic nominee ¥d-
mund G. Brown Jr. will be
“‘a campaign on the issues
affecting California.”

“1 don’t think the absence
or presence of the President
will make any difference in
the campaign.” he said.

Flournoy is not consideled
by many members ol his
party to be a conservative.
He has to walk the fine line
during the campaign bhe-
tween supporters of Mr. Nix-

on and Democrats and inde-

pendents, whe are urging
the President’'s removal
from office and whose vote
Flournoy must have to de-
feat Brown. ‘

He insisted ‘yesterday that.
Watergate should not be an

ta ;1 Ce

issue in the gubernatorial
race, but it is clear that
Brown will continue to bring
it up.

Mr. Nixon arrives in San
Clemente today but Flour-
noy said he ‘“‘has no plans”
to meet with the President.

Flournoy said he will be in
Washingion today for the fu-
neral of former Chief Jus-
tice of the United States

"Earl Warren.

The candidate said, under
stiff questioning, that he was
“neither associating nor dis-
associafing myself from the
President.”
asked whether
would accept an offer by
Mr. Nixon to campaign for
him, Flournoy responded:

“T don’t seek it, and I
don’t thirk it’s important.”

When

He' added thal questions

Mr.
for

Nixon’s
him are

concerning -
campaigning

dent

he
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“kind of academic. I don’t
anticipate any offers.”

Asked whether” he would
ask Vice President Gerald
Ford to campaign for him,
should Ford become Presi-
before November,
Flournoy said “I don’t think
it would have any big effect
on the campaign.”

Flournoy was joined at his
press conference by San
Franciscan William Armani-
10, who, befere the June pri-
mary. headed “Californians
for Alioto,” supporting May-
or Joseph Alioto’s bid for the
Democratic  gubernatorial
nomination.

Armanino said he believes
that “most of the people in
the (Alioto) campaign will
join  me in supporting
(Flournoy).”
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Tulsa, Okla., is the nation-
al headquarters of the Unit-
ed States Jaycees.
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