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JOHN PRIESTES ¢
‘I wanted to tell’

Watergate minofity
sel Fred Thompson ke

legations of influence ped-
dling by Senator Edward
om surfacing in

Gurney -
Watergat " committee testi-
mony six months ago, a: gov-

ernment witness said yester-

dlled to - test1fy before the
enate Watergate ‘commit-
ee last January, Thompson
nsisted that Priestes not
mentmw money he had alleg-.
adly given to - Gurney s
@slush fund.”

Instead, Priestes testified
only about a $25,000 contri-

-bution he had made to the

Commitiee to Re- elect the
President.

“l wanted to tell the whole ‘
story to the committee, buf
- Thompson said ‘No way. T

Priestes was one of a dog-

- ‘en builders a federal grand

jury in Jacksonville said
Wednesday were solicited
for contributions to Gurney’s
campaign fund by former
political aide Larry E. Wil-
liams.

The grand jurg® named
Florida’s senior senator and

' Republican Watergate com-

mittee member and six oth-
er persons in an il-count in-
dictment charging perjury,
‘conspiracy and bnbery in
raising the slush fynd.

Priestes was one of three
key government witnesses
‘whose testimony led to the
indictment of the 60-year-old
senator. Priestes said  he
paid a tfotal of $175 ,000 in
‘bribes to Williams and for-
mer Miami Federal Housing

~Administration Director W]]-

liam Pelski,

a Gurney ap-
pointee,
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