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WHEN IT COMES to protecting a
President of the United States and
providing for his reasonable needs, how
much is enough? And how much is too
_much?

' After six months of grappling with
these difficult questions, a House subcom-
. mittee came up with a temperate and con-
structive report. As you might expect, the
report was critical as to President Nixon,
and inconclusive as to his Democratic
predecessors, but the committee did g
good job on the whole.

Some of the startling expenditures on
Mr. Nixon’s properties in Florida and Cal-
ifornia cannot be rationally explained, and
they cannot be condoned. After every rea-
sonable expense has been deducted for
communications, personnel, and the legiti-
mate upkeep of Seeret Service activities,
it appears that the taxpayers were soaked
about $575,000 in Florida and $701,000 in

California for outlays en Mr. Nixon’s per-

sonal property.
* ok Ak

VENTUALLY, one supposes, most
‘of the California expense will be re-

couped: The President’s home at San

Clemente is to become public property. It
would be reassuring to hear some state-
ment from Mr. Nixon to the effect that he
will settle up with the taxpayers at some
point on Key Biscayne as well.

Most of the questionable outlays at the
two presidential homes already have been
well publicized, but for those who came in
late, the matter of the shuffleboard court
may serve for purposes of illustration.

In the course of installing security de-
vices at Key Biscayne, it became neces.
sary to demolish a concrete-slab. shuffle-
board court. It would have been reasona-
ble to replace this court at public ex-
bense; or it would have been reasonable
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for the President himself to have paid the
difference on something better. Instead, 5
new black, white and green terrazzo court
was installed at an added cost of $2000.
The taxpayers paid for this. To -paras
phrase ‘a well-known moralist, that was
wrong, that’s for sure. .
How did this situation get out of hand?
The subcommittee’s answer, in effect; is
that nobody" was in charge of the store.
The Secret Service felt that it had a fres
hand to spend whatever might be neces-

“sary for the President’s protection. The

General Accounting Office exerted fio.

effective restraints. The President’s peo- ,

Ple in charge of remodeling, chiefly his

architect, proceeded ag architects 50 often

do with a regal disdain for where thesmon-

ey .is coming from.. : C
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HE CONSEQUENCES of this casual

lavishness could have been predicted.
At Key Biscayne, the taxpayers bought
Mr. Nixon a $66,000 ornamental aluminum
fence. A Secret Service command: post’
that should have cost $53,000 wound up at
$130,000. When someone at GAO finally
rang a bell, it was too late for economy.

As the committee emphasizes, no rea-
sonable person will Oppose reasonable ex-
penditures for the protection of a Presi-
dent. If future Presidents are not to. be.
kept captive at the White House or Camp.
David, they must be expected to maintain
a personal residence somewhere. It would
be patently unfair to impose the stagger-:
ing costs of security, transportation, per- .
sonnel and. communications upon, the:
President himself. '

But a line has to be drawn somewhere.
Some better oversight must be provided,
not only to protect the taxpayers but also
to protect a President from the benefi-
cence of his own spendthrift protectors.



