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Jut 11 1974

Ziegler Points to
Nixon's Actions

Washfngto_n

White House press secre- .

tary Ronald L. Ziegler said
vesterday that President
Nixon’s actions refute his
words in taped White House

conversations in which he -

ordered aides to ‘‘stonewall”
~and otherwise continue the
Watergate coverup.

Ziegler wnoted that the
President later waived exec-
utive privilege for :White
House aides fo testify before
the Senate Watergate com-
mittee last year and that
none of them invoked their
Fifth Amendment privilege
against  self-incrimination,
as a transcript from the
House Judiciary Committee
indicated he favored.

In a White House briefing
of more than an hour, Zie-
gler was reminded that for-
mer White House
Charles W. Colson did in-
voke the Fifth Amendment
before the commitiee. Zie-
gler then amended his posi-
tion to say the Fifth Amend-
ment was not asserted “in
substantial degree.”

Nearly theentire briefing

Sliary transeripts,
arly one tape-
re_corded statement by Mr.
Nixon, on March 22, 1973, in
which he said: . =
“I want you all to stone-
Back Page Col. 6
From Page 1

wall it 1
Fifth Amendment,
or anything else, if it’ll save
it — save the plan. That’s
ithe whole point. "

The President ’b%ice inthe
Judiciary transcripts talked
of a coverup ‘“‘plan” without
elaborating. But in the con-

text of the conversation, -

they were apparent refer-
ences to keeping the lid on
White House involvement in
the Watergate coverup, as
presidential aides faced in-
¢ terrogation by the Senate
. Watergate committee.

Mr. Nixon, in the same’
transcript, is quoted as con-
tinuing: “On the other hand,

aide .

i.over to questions-

uh, uh, I would prefer, as I
said o you, that you do it
that other way. And I would
particularly prefer to do it
that other way if if’s going
to come out that way any-
how.” -

The ‘“other way” appar-
ently referred to limited dis-
closure of White House
aides’ involvement, called
“the hang-out road: by Mr.
Nixon in a Judiciary tran-
seript of a March 13, 1973,
conversation. The President
is quoted specifically there
as saying, ‘“The hang-out
road’s going to have to be
rejected’”” because it was too.
late to use that option.

Ziegler complained that
release Tuesday of these
and other conversations
omitted from White House
| versions was part of a ““pub-
‘lic relations scenario” by
some committee members
to discredit the President,
through selective use of evi-
dence. The Judiciary tran-

. scripts were made public hy

a vote of the full committee.

"“We have said over.the
past ‘months, frequently,
that the importance of the
transeripts and materials
‘that have Dbeen provided to
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee and to the public . .
(is) in the entire body ofin-
formation,” Ziegler said.

Ziegler said that during
the early part of last year
“the President was playing
the role of a devil’s advo-
cate in many instances,”
questioning and discussing
various theories of how to
proceed. “It was at this
time the President had very
much on his mind the - per-

sonal situation of these
men,” he said.
But, -Ziegler went on,

“the owverall height of evi-
dence shows clearly that the -
President did want the en-
tire story out and did move
toget this matter out to the
public. . .”

Ziegler also reiterated a
statement by James D. St.
Clair; the President’s chief
impeachment defense coun-
sel“that ‘a long segment. of
the March 22 conversation,
omitted entirely from the
White House version and in-
cluding the “stonewall” re-
mark’ was not included be-

. cause it was of ‘‘dubious re

LR :

levancy.

Ziegler said specifically
that the Judiciary version
supported the White' House
denial of published reports
that in one transcript Mr.
Nixon had called federal
Judge John J. Sirica a “God-
damned Wop.”
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