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By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, June 9 —
President Nixon’s trip to the
Middle East is meant to sym-
{bolize America’s sudden emer-
gence as a major influence in

takes off tomor-

primarily as an attempt to
divert attention from the im-
peachment investigation, have
asked aloud both about the
value of the trip and the Presi-
dent’s motives in making it at
! {this time,
[l “it doesn’t make much
sense,” Senator Henry M. Jack-
son, Democrat of Washington,
said loday. “It is more cosmetic
and ceremonial than it will be
subsiance.”

By many diplomats
|Stag¢ = Department

and
officials,

MrNixon’s impeachment ‘case,
hav argued strongly that the
jomey should be taken ‘seri-
ouy as a diplomatic mission
bewse it could have" far-
‘\rething  consequences “ for
Arrican objectives in. the
Mile East. - :

- The Leading Influence

ney believe that through a
mber of factors, including
Sretary of State Kissinger's
domatic 'skills, a move
tard moderation in Egypt
a Syria and some old-
fiioned luck,i the United
Ses has emerged from .the
#b-Israeli war of last Octo-
b as the leading foreign . in-
fmce in the -area. A sl
hey assert that Mr. Nixon’s
|t could bolster this grow-
isAmerican prestige or, if he
rij5 expectations that can-
0 be met or angers the
(usdans, could in the - long
un prove detrimental to
American interests.

Without question, Mr. Nixon
as chosen a particularly sensi-
tive time to make the trip.
The main Arab countries and
Israel® have just begun, after
two Kissinger-inspired disen-
gagement agreements, to re-
| |think their attitudes to each
other, and the Soviet Union,
once the main ally of the
Arabs, finds itself, on the vir-
tual eve of another Nixon trip
to Moscow, wondering whether
the Americans have not taken
advantage of détente to dis-
place it in the area. :
These problems are linke
to one another. Mr. Nixon—
who will be accompanied by
Secretary of State Kissinger-—
must avoid doing anything on
this trip that would halt the
shaky momentum toward im-
proved Arab-Israeli relations
or that.would set back Wash-
ington’s clear gains in  the
Middle East‘or unnecessarily
upset American relations with
Moscow. )
Some of Mr. Nixon's critics

Disputed Journey Is
Seen by Some as
Key Mission

; \

: ; ; before|been too hastily arranged and
the Arab Worﬁ; bxitre%%r;clze 75; that the President runs the
risk of upsetting the favorable

whie not passing judgment on!

toward Mr. Nixon to offset the

Middle East.

ation.

The view has been prevalent
in Washington for some time
that Mr. Nixon instigated the
trip to take advantage of Mr.

ly forced himself on the Arabs
and Israelis. The facts, how-
ever, do not support that as-
sumption. o j

Middle East, it was impossible|t
the leaders of Jordan, Saudi

Middle East. In addition, when

coming to"the area, President

formally renewed.
An Egyptian Invitation

The Egyptians made it clear
that they were pressing Mr.
Nixon to come to Cairo. The|¢
1invitation was first extended in
January after the Egyptian-Is-
raeli disengagement accord and
renewed every month after that,

Visit as a symbol of their new
independent

which translated into reality

on the Soviet Union and g
movement toward close rela-
tions with the United States.
The Jordanians and Saudi
Arabians, the closest Arab
friends of the United States
during the years of ostracism,
lalso wanted to celebrate the
new relationship. S e |
These iemonstrations’  of
friendship for'the United States

degree on - the

lands would be returned.. Mr.

are arguing that because of
these delicate factors he should
have waited a few months.
They believe that the trip has

Nixon ' will undoubtedly be
pressed on his trip to reassure

believe that overly-optomistic
expectations by the Arabs are
the main danger to American

Kissinger’s success and virtual- If\?[fgé%g -ggélt(fy Objectives in the

‘ troop withdrawals, . engineered
Traveling with Mr. Kissinger|by Mr. Kissinger, have created
since last November  in the|the belief in the Arab world

not to note the enthusiasm for|ger, known as “the magician”
Mr. Nixon voiced by President|in the Arab press, will bring
Anwar, el-Sadat of Egypt and|about a comiplete pullback.

Nixon’s and the continuing
improvement in Arab-American
relations, underscored by the
: agreement yesterday with Saudi
The Egyptians wanted the|Arabia, a crisis can be avoided.

foreign  policy, pelieve that the trend ltJo‘Ward
moderation by .the Arabs can
means to an end to dependence be acce.leratef{ so that when
the time comes for a final set-
tlement with Israel they will|
make some territorial com-
promises to bring about peace..

can role will agai
X

] assumption,|ment eludes the two sides, and
which has now been discour-|fighting
aged by Washington, that the|United States might be held
United States..would somehow|responsible’ and: Mr.
bring enough pressure on Israel|trip remembered as part of a
so that all the occupied Arab|cruel hoax. ‘

The President’s Mideast Gamble

resent Israel’s last word on a
withdrawal.

Mr. Kissinger’s Middle East
diplomacy was successful be-
cause he encouraged the Arabs
to think that he would regain
for them their lost lands while
he kept Israel satisfied that her
security was not being endan-
gered. i

" News 16w morning, Mr.|trends developed by Mr. Kis-|~ In Israel, Mr. Nixon will be
Analysis ‘Nixon’s mission|Siiger over the last seven asked for fresh assurances of
has inevitably be- months in his five trips to the continuing American support

t come caught up in|area. for her ‘sovereignty and securi-
controversy. ‘ The critics have chgrged inity, somet}}mg that Mr. Nixon
Many political ~observers, brivate that the proximity tolhas consistently given. The
viewing the nine-day journey|the Moscow journey, due to be-|United States has already,

‘gin on June 27, could jeopar-|agreed to Israel’s long-stan.din-gf
dize Soviet-American relations|request that American mihtary\
if the Kremlin decides that it|assistance be long-term rather|
must take a tougher attitude|than year to year.

|
The Israelis and their sup-i

impression of weakness in the|porters here will watch with|
extreme care, of course, thej

Neither Mr. Kissinger nor|Promises Mr. Nixon gives the!
White House aides will ack-|Arabs. They will be sensitive|
nowledge that the timing was|to any deviation from ‘t‘he stand-|
based .on. impeachment consid-|3rd support for a “just and
erations. Critics such as Sen-|d0rable peace” based on Securi-
ator Frank Church, Democrat|ty . Council

. . : _|which was ambiguous enough
of Idaho, see no other explan to satisfy Arabs and Israelis.

Resolution 242,

Some Middle East specialists

No U.S.'Pledeges
They fear that the first Israeli

hat Mr. Nixon and Mr. Kissin-

Mr. Kissinger insisted to the

‘Arabia and Israel. The Egyp-|Senate Foreign Relations Com-
tians openly claim credit for|mittee on Friday that he had
getting the President: to the|made no pledges to the Arabs
beyond the commitment to;
he learned that Mr. Nixon was|Resolution 242.

He has made it known p»ri-1

Hafez al-Assad of Syria in-|vately, however, that he expects'
sisted on this visiting Damascus|major Israeli withdrawals on
as well, even though diplomatic|the Sinai front to continue. At
relations have not yet been|some point, however, a final
deal will have to be struck and
Israel will probably want to
keep some of the occupied land.

What happens then?
The Administration hopes)
hat through trips such as Mr.'

Mr Kissinger and Mr. Nixon

If that. happens, the Ameri-
n. be applaud-

i 3

But the expérts warn, that
have been based to a large|if in the final stages a settle-

erupts again, the

Nixon’s

GIVE A KID A BREAK
THE FRESH AIR FUND.

the Arabs that the two disen-
gagement accords did not rep-




