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IKISSINGER REBUTS
NXONON WIRETAP

Denies AgainBefore S‘enate
Panel That He Requested
Eavesdroppmg Action .

i

‘: ‘Special to The New Yonk Times

- WASHINGTON, June 7—Sec-

retary. of ‘State Kissinger said|

today that President Nixon was
‘apparently under a ‘misappren-
‘hension” in reportedly suggest-
ing that he had requested the
wiretapping of Government of-
ficials and Joumaﬂxsts beginning
in 1969,

Repeatedly denymg that he
had initiated the wiretapping of
the officials and newsmen, Mr:
|Kissinger told the Senate For-

1eign Relations Committee “I wil
stand by what I said before this
cmmittee” last September when

he was extensively questioned|.

on the wiretap issue at his con-
fmnatlon hearings.

: The:latest round of questions
arose over information provided
theHouse Judicidry Committee,
which has been conducting the
impeachment * investigation of
Mr. Nixon. That committee was
given a ‘tape recording.of a
conversation between Mr. Nixo
and John W. Dean 3d, then the
White House counel, on Feb.

28, 1973.
In a passage ﬂhat as Mr.

IKissinger noted, was marked by.

garbles, ithe President . 'was

quoted {as saying to Mr, Dean:
“Henry [umntelholble]

at least I know not | because I

'| know that I know that he asked

that it.be dome. And I assumed
that it was. Lake and Halpenin.
They’re ‘both biad. But the taps
were, too. They never helped
us.’

Former Staff Member

‘|meeting of ‘the committee: he

Anthony Lake and Morton

‘Halperin were former members

of the ‘staff of the National Se-
curity Council and were among
the 17 officials and newsmen
whose phones were known to
have been wiretapped.

Sefator Edmund S. Muskie,
Democrat of Maine, noted the
President’s reported comment
and said that it seemed to con-
tradict Mr. Kissinger’s com-
ments to the committee last
September that he had only
supplied names of those who
Mad access to information that
had leaked to the press. and
had not initiated the taps. .

Mr. Kissinger said that he
“had the impression” that. the
President’s :comments were
‘“based on a mlsapprehensmn

Mr, Muskie then asked, “Did
you originate the recommenda-
tion for thé wiretapping pro-
gram?”

Mr Kissinger rephed “I did
not.”

Senator Jacob K, Javits, Re-
publican of New York, said
that since the Foreign Rela-.
tions Committee had conducted;
the original investigation of Mr|
Kissinger’s involvement in thel
wiretapping and decided that|
he was qualified to becomel
Secretary of State, “he’s en-
titled to know . whether this
committee says. yes or no to
whether it believes h’s told the
whole story.”

He said that at a- future

&

would' propose that the com-
mittee look into the matter, but
an aide said that Mr. Javits
did not know whether to ask
for new hearings or not. -
‘Mr. Kissinger seemed 'more
relaxed in discussing the latest
wiretap matters before the
Senators than he did yester-
day-at-a news conference, when
he was visibly-annoyed at ques-
tions raising doubts about his
steadfast denials of any .in-
volVement; .in; originating * the

tap




