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Rep. Robert McClory of Il-
linois, the second-ranking
Republican on the House Ju-
diciary Committee, may sup-
port a contempt-of-Congress
citation against President
Nixon for his refusal to pro-
vide tapes requested for -the
impeachment inquiry.

McClory . said he
“mulling over”. this course
of action as.a means of per-
suading the President to
comply with the committee’s
subpoenas. He does not,
however, believe that a con-
tempt citation
considered grounds for im-
peachment. It would merely
be a “procedural” step, he
said. Impeachment, he
added, should be based on
“substantive,” not
“procedural” grounds.

MecClory . differs on that
point with-another commit-
tee member, Rep. John Con-
yers (D-Mich), who has ar-
gued that contempt of Con-
gress is in itself an impeach-

~ McClory told reporters
yesterday that he feels that
the committee should try
very hard to enforce its sub-
pboenas to obtain “clear and
convincing proof” of the
President’s guilt or inno-
cence of impeachable offen-
ses—which MecClory said he
has not yet seen.

The committee has over-
whelmingly rejected propos-
als to seek court help in en-
forcing its subpoenas, on the
ground that the courts have
no constitutional role in im-
peachment.

MecClory’s problem. of not
wanting to vote impeach-
ment on procedural grounds
but not knowing how to get
the evidence -is shared by
other Republicans. They
can’t march on the White
House and seize the tapes.

Most Democrats, on the
other hand, seem content to
let the matter rest where it
is, permit members to infer
that the President’s defiance
means that he has some-
thing to hide, and perhaps
make his action a ground
for impeachment.

Committee Chairman Pe-
ter W. Rodino (D-N.J.) yes-

is .

should be

*

terday rejected suggestions

that the House be asked to

cite the President for con-

tempt now, which he saidi

would merely “divert” atten-

tion from the committee’s

main business of determin-
ing whether
volvement in Wa’cerga’ge or

other matters. o
After eight days of hearing

Mr. . Nixon
should be impeached for in- -

staff evidence on Watergate -

in closed session, the com-

mittee moves on this week '

to hear closed-session evi-
dence on the ITT and dairy
matter. .

It is seeking to determine

whether an antitrust suit:

against International Tele-

phone and Telepgraph Corp.
was improperly settled ' in -
return for a pledge of finan- -

cial support toward the cost
of the 1972 Republican
national convention.

It is also seeking to deter-

mine whether the President
was involved in false testi-

mony given the Senate Judi: -
ciary Committee about his

desire not to press the suit.
The committee is also ex-
ploring whether Mr. Nixon
ordered an increase in milk-
price supports in 1971 in ex-

change for campaign contri-

butions.




