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Demo Beats Nixon's Man
|ch|gcm House Race

- GOP Loses
‘ Seat ‘Held
42 Years

bagmaw, Mich.

tloss.

Riding a tide of urban ‘

votes, Democra’r Bob Trax-
ler captured Michigan's spe-
cial congressional election
yesterday, defeating a Re-

publican for whom Presi-

dent Nixon campaigned.

The 42:- year - old Traxler,
a lawyer and state repre-
sentative, became the fourth
Democrat this year to cap-
ture a House seat long held
. by the Republicans when he
ended the GOP’s 42 - year
hold on Michigan’s Elghth
District.’

He defeated Repubhcanv

James Sparling Jr., topraide
to former Representative

James Harvey, by scoring '
heavily inhis Bay City home ‘

and winning the city of Sagi-

1 i’remdent but I don’t know

naw, then Withstandmg a,

GOP surge in the Saginaw
suburbs and the rural area
where Mr. Nixon visited ’last
week.

With all of the dxs/r,nct’
296 precincts counted, Trax~
ler had 59,918 votes and
Sparling- had 56,575. The tal-
ly gave Traxler 51.4 per cent
of the vote. About 54 per
cent of the district’s eligible
voters cast ballots.

Acknowledging victory
while his supporters chant-
ed, “Nizxon Must Go,” Trax-
Ier said his v1ctory means

“more good people will he
elected in November with
the idea of throwing the ras-
cals out and giving good |
government to the people.”

The Democratic candidate
had campaigned as much

against- Mr, Nizon as
against Sparhng, q:alhngthe
contest ‘“‘a referendum on

Nixon’s " policies: and moral
~leadership.”

Sparling and state GOP

chairman William MeLaugh-
lin, who spent most of the

last month here, declined {o
blame: Mr.* leon Afor, the

“If the campaign was
lost,” Spaﬂmg sa1d “it was
lost )

McLaughlm who blamed
Back Page Col. 6

the G ce Presi-
dent Ggral.d' "

if that’s the right thing.” !

Traxler S v1ct0ry inereas-
' es i Democratic

strength to 247. There are
187 *Repubhcans and one
vacanecy, in California,
which won’t be filled untll
November

The results here prowded
a dismal conclusion for the
Repubhcans to the’ year’s
five special comgressional
contests. All districts had
‘long been Republican, and
-only ome, in California, re-
mained in GOP hands.

Mr. Nixon had stayed out
of the four previous races

Sparling, who worked for
Harvey for 13 years, said he

will decide within three or

four days whether he will
run:against Traxler in No-
vember when the congress-
man-elect will have to run
for a full two-year term.

The defeated Republican
said - Watergate was ““abso-
lutely not” an issue.in the
 campaign.

In previous GOP losses in
Ohio and Grand Rapids; pos-
telection surveys showed
that opposition to Mr. Nix-
on’s handling of the Water-
gate scandal and other prob-
lems contributed strongly to.
the outcome.

As a result, some thhl-
gan 'GOP leaders questloned
Sparhng s. decision to invite
Mr. Nixon, théligh most said
after the pre51dent1§1 visit

]

that they thought it had
“helped. '
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‘The -White House:: -had -

hoped the result would bea
Republican victory ‘that
would demonstrate renewed
presidential popularity and
ease impeachment pr essure
in the House. i

But the 45-year-old Spar-
ling’s majority in: the:
Thumb, the refion of small
towns and’ farms where Mr. :
-Nixgn had cwmpalgned ran .

ord’s old "behmd that polled by Har-

vey#in 1972,

" In Huron counfy where
the Nixon tour started at Big
,Axe Sparling polied: about
60 .per. cent of the-vote. How-_ .

ever, Harvey scored 75 per: ™
cent' there in 1972 enroute to
 winning  the district with

“about 60 per, cent of the total .
vote. -
Assucmled-Presa



He gave his supporl'ers Hle vu:tory si
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