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Plea in

IIIegaI Funds Case

Cleveland, Ohio g,

Amerlcan Sh1p Buﬂdmg
Co. ‘of Lorain and its board
chairman, George M. Stein-
brenner III, pleadeds inno-
cent yesterday in fedegal
court to ‘charges of contrib-

uting lllegally to pohtlcal,

campaigns.

Steinbrenner, 43, — a prin-
cipal, partner in the New
York Yankee baseball team
~— and the firm were indict-

-ed by a federal grand jury

which-also charged the exec-
utive: with conspiracy, ob-

“struction. of justice and ob-

|

struction of crlmmal investi-
gation.

He was arraigned before.

“cuss motions,

U.S. maqsu'ate Herbert
Maher, thenreleased on per-
sonal recognizance.

U.S. Dlstmct Judxge Lmoy‘

J. Contie Jr. set May, 22 for
a pre-trial conference to dis-

and other facets of the pro-
¢ eedings.

A day -earlier, Ambh’p ex- -

ecutive vice president .John
H. Melcher Jr., who also is
the company’s gene1 al coun-
stl, pleadedsguilty to helping

cover up an illegal $25,000 -

contribution the government

contends Stembrennor made:

fromi~ -company fands im

“April 1972 to President Njx-

a frial date

on’s re-ewectiom committee,
A federal attomey said -

- Melcher would’ »cooperate

with prosecutors in . the

Steinbrenner- case:;
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