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Despite White House contfi-
dence it will defeat impeagch-
ment on the floor of the
House of Representatives,
veteran Washington bureau-
crats adept at. sniffing the
wind expect the issue to go

. to the Senate for resolution.

One group has already
drawn up a list of 34 sena-
tors expected-to supportthe
President. And itis focusing
lobbying . activities on this
“blocking third”’—a two-
thirds Senate vote is' needed
for conviction—to" “bring
pressure on the White House
in its behalf in matters unre-
lated to Watergate.

The list consists of 23 Re-
publicans, one independent
and ten Democrats. All the
Democrats are Southerners
except two from a Far West
state.

The White House view that
it will prevail in“‘the House
as a:whole is rooted in the
belief that the House Judici-
ary Committee staff has not
turned up enough evidence,
so far to support articles of
impeachment, despite per-
sistent news reports that it
has ‘“explosive’” material
against the President.

One high presidential aide
maintained that this absence
of evidence, as he called it,
drove. the committes staff
into provoking a subpoena by
the committee Thursday in

"hopes of precipitating a con- |
frontation  With . the » White -

House.

The subpoena, if not hon-
ored, could itself become
the basis of an impeachment
charge.

The White House : has
clearly targeted the commit-
" tee staff as the enemy now.
Presidential Press Secretary
Ronald Ziegler has all but
accused committee counsel
John, Doar - of+deliberately
distorting the President’s
position before the commit-
tee during the subpoena de-
bate.

At that hearing, Doar said
the White House would pro-

impeachme

“

vide four items asked by the -
committee (comprising six :

of the 42 taped conversations
demanded) “only if the sub-
poena was not issued.” The
White House insists the offer
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\‘r\fgsk not conditional and'that
Doar knew it. :

“They just wanted a con-
frontation’ said one presi-
dential aide later. “Weeven
tried to work out a com-
promise through (Vice Pres-
ident) Jerry Ford to show
our good intention.”

That last-minute attempt

" failed:to get from the White

House its offer in writing, as
Republican supporters” of

the President wanted. Why -

such a document could -not
have been produced, if the
White House wanted to avoid
the subpoena as badly as i
claimed later, is difficult to

understand.

One official maintained
that in any case, thereis lit-
tle difference between a sub-
poena and a simple letter
from the committee, in that
neither party will go to the
law courts to argue its case.
“The decision on whether
our response will be .ade-
quate or not will he a politi-
cal judgment” the presiden-
tial aide said. S

There 1s a qualitative dif-
ference between the two
kinds of communications,
nonetheless. Congress 1is
more likely to vote contempt
against anyone who ignores
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a subpoena, particularly in
an impeachment inquiry,
while administrations have
long ignored simple letters
from committees asking for
information, without Con-
gress taking.any action.

The White House appears
to view a vote for impeach-
ment by the Judiciary Com-
mittee as inevitable, but of-
ficials now say they will win
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full House where any com-
mittee recommendation will
go. i
Without proof of criminal -
acts by Mr. Nixon, one
White  House  official
claimed, few Republicans
will desert him. “Very:few
of them won by more than
ten per cent in the lastiglec-

.tion, say 55 to 45, and they

have to know that voting for
impeachment this year will
cost them at least that mar-
gin from their conservative
Republican constituents”
one’ presidential counselor
said.

This view was held despite
the whopping 33-to-3 majori-
ty for the subpoena in the
House Judiciary Committee
Thursday. The three nega-
tive votes were from Repub-
licans. Two more Republi-

cans were absent at the time.

of the vote, but the other.12
GOP members of the com-

_ mittee voted for the sub-

poena.

The “full and complete
statement” from the Presi-
dent, promised hefore ths
end of the Easter recess
when the subpoena is an-
swerable, now looms as the
next major defense docuy-
ment from the White Houss
in the conflict.

It is expected to be
presented, along with sup-
porting material from the
Watergate tapes, about
April 22 or 23, just before
the due date of the subpoena
on April 25.

Ziegler said it will show
the President’s actions were
exactly as he described
them over the past year, and
thus, will prove his ultimate
innocence to “‘the full House
of Representatives.”

Presidential aides went
further in private, contend-
ing that the statement will
present  “‘incontrovertible’
proof of the President’s in-
nocence. This will be done
“in"detail and in charac-
ter,” one aide said. He de-
clined to explain precisely
what he meant by those
words, however.

While the White House

‘maintains optimism on the

Ho.u>se vote, some seasoned

de Fighting

“the batrtle on the floor of the

professional bureaucrats in

Washington whose success

has depended primarily on

reading accurately the senti-

ment in Congress, see the

signs as pointing to the Sen-

ate as the ultimate arbitra-

tor in the impeachment -
case.

Acting on their conciusion,
they have identified the 34
most likely votes against im-
peachment and are working
on them to influence the
White House in their favor,
Requests from such men, it
is felt by the astute bureau-
crats, will be harder for the
White House to refuse than
if a similar request came

- from other Senators.

_ William E. Timmons, the
White House’s congressional
liaison chief, said no con-
gressmen had yet ap-
proached him offering to
trade an impeachment vote
for a favor. It is doubtful
that any congressman would

~put it so blatantly. But be-

yond that, at least two mem-
bers of the House have ap-
proached White House offici-
als recently with board hints
that their vote can be had
In return for presidential
support of their pet projects,
according to knowledgeahle
administration sources:



