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The tape of President Nixon’s conversation

f’EXpIosive’

John W. Déan IIT about hush money to buy the silence

of Watergate defendants is

“exploswe” and.g“

a.mblg-

uous,” accordme, to two-government sotirces farmhar

with fhe tape

jury nkgesngauon that
sulted in !
indi nts  earlier 'tl

. Doyle, a spo‘
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tape to be planted. We kxlew
it Woulg come sooner orlat-

er. The fact issthe tapemy j
be read different waw%by'

different people with dlffecr-
ent motives as we have
pointed © out. But it was
clearly - understood by the
parties. what was intended.
We are not going to com-
ment further on this totglly
expected story . planted by
somegne ‘with apparent po-
litieal motives, however
false:- it is.” 14

Mr. Nixon has acknowl-
edged that durmg the taped
conyersation ‘e discussed
the raising of $1.million for
the -Watergate defendants,

atergate coverip * :

but.. said he -told Dean it
would be:f‘wrong’? ito,2 raise
the money to buy the de-
fendants™ silence. "

Tﬁ Pre31dent has. said
that while the tape substan-
tiates ‘his-account of the con-
versgﬁon, it is open tor dif-
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" erent interpretations,

However a source. 1n Con-
gress and another in tk  Fix-
ecutive branch told ‘the
Times that® ‘there could bs
only one loglcal 1nterpreta~
tion' and it was explosive for
the President — that is, that
the President did not dlsap-
prove the ‘hush money pay-

n%ts

“When )\:ou hear the t;ape,
one source said, “you have a
lot more respect for Dean ]

- Integrity and what hel told

the Senate Watergate ‘com-

i mlfg‘cee It is that explosive.

It IS not ambiguous.”

Mr ‘Nixon has given hig
account of the conversﬁon

in - several press confer-

ences

Haldeman who as
present for part of the con-
_versation, was indicted by
the federal grand jury ona
perjury charge for testifying
be%ie‘ the Senate Watergate
“Cofamittee. that the Presi-
dent told Dean it would be

wz;ong” to raise money to
buy the defendants’ silence.

the two sources who
talked to the* Times’ report-
ers about the tape said that

th

sive.”

ior
Watergate - committee te
mony about the hush mon
the tape contains other
prises” that show the
dent did not order the
up‘ halted.

porting material as “

The grand jury reporth]l
be ‘transmitted to the House
Judlmary Comnuttee Mon-

, DY
U.S. District Judge Joﬁil T
Siriea that the report shguld
be given to the comnuttgp as
requested by the grandJ y
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