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LOS ANGELES, Feb, 26 —
What may be known in years
to come as a historic confron-
tation in the law of defamation
— Maheu v. Summa Corpora-
tion — opened in United States
District Court here today.

Even before the first words
were spoken in the courtroom,
the trial had brought the mames
of .Governors, Senators and the
President of the United States
into the unfolding story of
Howard Hughes’s practice of
parceling out packages of cash
from the vaults of one of his
Las Vegas casinos.

At issue is the reputation of
Robert A. Maheu, 55 years
old, who has already testified
that on some occasions he gave
thousands and thousands of
dollars of Mr. Hughes's money
to politicians.

The allegation is that Mr.
Hughes, in a telephonic news
conference conducted on Jan.
7, 1972, said of Mr. Maheu that
he “stole me blind” while man-
aging the $150-million Hughes
investments in Nevada,

Mr. Maheu has asked for
$17.5-million in damages. Sum-
ma in a cross-complaint has
asked for $4.5-million that it
contends Mr. Maheu either lost
through mismanagement or
misappropriated.

While the named defendant
is Summa Corporation, the real
defendant is Mr. Hughes. Sum-
ma (formerly the Hughes Tool
Company) is his personal hold-
ing company for almost all of
.his estimated $2-billion wealth.

Mr. Maheu was summarily
dismissed from his $520,000:a-
year job at the end of 1970.
He is the latest in a long line

of high-salaried managers to be
dismissed by Mr. Hughes.

Like many others, Mr. Ma-
heu never saw Mr. Hughes face
to face. Nor was he told by
Mr. Hughes that he was dis-
missed. People who were to
replace him gave him the mes-
sage soon after Mr. Maheu
found that Mr. Hughes had left
the Las Vegas hotel where he
stayed four years.

United States District Judge
Harry Pregerson began ques-
tioning jurors today. Under the
rules of the Federal District
Court here, six persons will
sit as the jury, not the custom-
ary 12, and six alternates will

The trial is expected to last
six weeks and perhaps may
then be recessed and later re.
sumed for another six weeks,
Judge Pregerson told prospec-
tive jurors.

Mr. Hughes will not be here.
Be will probably follow the

suite in the Xanadu Prentiss
Hotel on Grand Bahama Island.
He recently bought the hotel.

No one has been able to
serve a legal process on Mr.
Hughes for decades. In fact, 15
years ago it was Mr. Maheu
who was in charge of diverting
summons servers from+ Trans
World Airlines.

When Mr. Hughes
T.W.A. and moved to Nevada
with about $500-million to in-
vest, it was Mr. Maheu who
made most of the arrange-
ments. The former Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation agent and
private investigator was Mr.
Hughes’s closest adviser and
confidant for about four years.

Together, they invested Mr.
Hughes’s millions. They bought
real estate, golf courses and a

sold

television station. They priced
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