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Gmmy@m Tmp Here Stirs
Talk of U.S.-Cuba Thaw

By Terri Shaw
Washington Post Staff Writer
Soviet Communist Party

leader Leonid Brezhnev left
Cuba yesterday after a week-
long official visit during
which he stressed the impor-
tance of friendly relations be-
tween East and West.
. Soviet Foreign Minister An-
drei Gromyko, who accompa-
nied Brezhney to Cuba, flew
to Washington for talks with
President Nixon and Secretary
-|of State Henry A. Kissinger.
Brezhnev’s comments in
Cuba on peaceful coexistence
and Gromyko’s trip here di-
rectly from Havana fed specu-
|lation ,ﬁ:r_,hyat“ the Soviet Union
ressing both- Cuba .and
United States. to improve
. theu' relations.

Radio . :Budapest reported

planned to discuss ways to set-
tle the oufstanding disputes
between the United States and
Guba when he meets with KlS-
singer.

During the past year, the
Soviet media have carried fa-
vorable commentaries about
U.S. legislators and others
who have urged improved ties
with Cuba. The magazine USA
published a long article saying
an improvement in relations
would be in the best interests
of both countries.

In the United States a num-
ber of Republican and Demo-
cratic Congressmen, and oth-
‘ers with an interest in Latin
America have called for a thaw
between the United States and
Cuba. With Albama and Norﬁh
Korea, Cuba ‘*has Dbeen left out
of the Nixon administration’s
drive for East-West detente..

‘|from . Havana ' that Gromyko

Except for the anti-hijack-

1ng trelaty sagned a year ago,
the Nixon administration has
made no move to improve re-
lations with Cuba. The State

Department has said the Cas-
tro' government poses “a
threat tc.the peace and secu-
rity of the . Hemisphere” be-
cause of-its. military ties to the
Soviet Union and its encour-
agement of revolutionary ac-
tivities in other Latin Ameri-
can countries.

Kissinger - is' scheduled to
meet this: month with the for-
eign ministers of Latin Amer-
ica, many of whom have urged
the United States to change
its policy toward Cuba.

‘Before the meeting in Mex-
ico, Kissinger is scheduled to
visit Panama to sign a general
statement of principles on 3
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" new Panamax Canal trcaty. In
the Latins’ v{ilew “Panama and |
Cuba are the two major pohtl
cal problems in U S. policy to-

- ward Latmt America. 1f Kis-

. singér arrived in Mexico with.
progress to report on botn
fronts, he could expect to be
greeted with praise bv the
Latin diplomats who havei/
been waiting for him toypull
off one of his diplomatic coups
in thelr part of the wo*}d £

- Kissinger, who ‘met).

myke at$Andrews Au,g Fowe
Base, said only that the talks
Would deal with a number of:
issues, and cited the resump-
tion - of the Soviet-American
erate -arms limitation talks
and European securicty. The
Middle East is also expected
to be a major ‘topic'i in the con:
versations.

Before leaving Cuba Brezh-

nev sign’éd a joint statement’
| with Cuban Prime Minister Fi-|

del Castro. The text is to. be
released 'in Moscow and Ha-

ivana on Monday or Tuesday,:
after Brezhnev returned | f
home.

The Soviet leader’s visit to
Cltba -was marked by enthusi-|
astm receptions. from large'
clowd; 0. Cubans, given time|

ff from work and scbool for
fhe occasion. In th» & v

on,.it was covered on live tel-
vision wvia « smuuw Sy Sieail
s?et up late last year.

Radio Havana broadcasts
about the. visit stressed the

rospects for increased Soviet,
aid‘to the island. During tne,
week 5rezhnev and Cabt“o‘
51gned agreements providing |
ior Soviet technical assistnace
in finding oil in Cuba and im-
owng ihe country’s aviation

J4
: gciliﬁe’s and " training pro-

grams.



