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Nixon Didn’ t Do Ii'
White House Says

Washington

The White House yester-
day flatly denied that Presi-
dent Nixon deliberately or.
accidentdlly erased the
missing segment of a taped
conversation with former
aide H. R. Haldeman, but it
declined to provide any in-
formation on what might
have happened.

When he was asked direct-
ly whether the President
erased the tape, White House
spokesman Gerald L. War-
ren said: “There has beena
great deal of testimony and
there will be other testi-
mony. The answer to your
question is no, and I am not
going to take questmns on
this matter.”

Asked how he knew that
the President was. not in-
volved in the tape erasure,
Warren replied that there
have been “many discus-
sions about this matter Wlth
the President.”

Warren was then agked
whether his*denial of an era-
sure by the President cov-
ered both deliberate and ac-
cidental erasure, and he
said that it did. '

Usually calm in the face
of tough questioning, War-
ren begame impatient: with
the persistent attempts to
draw him out on the ques-
tion of the erased tape.
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sel, at the beginning of War-
‘ren’s press briefing.

The statement made it ap-
pear that Warren would an-

" the- matter that has raised
anew speculation about Wa-
tergate and the president’s
role.

“Further dlscussmn would .
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statement said.

“You are spending time in Judge John J. Sirica’s
which could be spent on oth-
er matters,” he said with
unusual irritation. ‘technical testimony has yet
i to be heard. Cross - exami-

' Obviously shaken by the ination has hardly been ini--

report on the tape by a  tiated.
technical panel it helped -
choose, the White House dis- Thus, premature de

~‘ments about the causes of

trlbuted T -
a_prepared state that gap in the White House -

ment from James D. St.

Iai Wabion s .
Clair, the President’s coun ratted *

Warren would not say
wihat “other technical testi-
mony” might involve or
‘Whether the White House
had employed its own tech-
.nical: advisers to study - the
18%-minute erasure of ‘the
June 22, 1972, tape. .

swer few if any questions on :

On Capitol Hill, the criti-
cal comments that began
Tuesday when: news of the
panel’s ‘report on the era-
sure was, first reported con-
tinued unabated.

Senator William E. Brock
(Rep-Tenn) head of the
" Senate Repubhcan cam-
palgn committee, said he

was ‘‘just completely frus-
trated.”
Brock, who headed the

; leo D campaign’s youth
- drive in 1972, said in a CBS

news 1nterv1ew that he felt
“we keep gefting hit with
new shoes ... I feel like
I've been dealing with-a cen-
hpede this last year. "

“How many new. revela-
tions or diclosures ar&gbmg
toibe required to break the
camel’s back?” he asked. T
just can’t predict any more.
I've given it up.”

Asked specifically for his
reaction to the new disclo-
sure about the tape, Brock
said he was ‘“‘depressed and -
concerned.”” The GOP has
been ‘“‘wounded severly,”
he said. -

When asked what he was
telling prospective can di-
dates, he replied: “I’'m say-

. ing don’t run on the basis of

any label, be it the Nixon
Admlmstratlon or ‘the Re-
publican party or the Demo- ~
cratic party. Run on your
own-merit. Run on your own
~ platform.”

On the other hand, Senator

, William - L. Scott (Rep-Va.)

be improper while ﬂ]lS mat- |

- eourt “has only begun, the er
_ statement said that “other W

tape are altogether unwar-.

" defended the President.

In a dispatch from Nor-
folk, the. Associated Press
- quoted him as saying that if
he were President and if
. there was anything incrimi-

ter is- in the court,” wfv;yhe nating on the tapes “I'd

have burnt the durn ‘chmgs

Declaring that the hearing UP long ago.”

Even if the President
ased the tape, he said, it
ould. not be an impeach-
able. offense.

I don’t think that’s trea-
json,”  Scott .said, “I. don’t
thmk that’s a hlgh crime or
‘misdemeanor; T don’t thmk
it’s bribery.”

‘In Boston, House Majonty
Leader Thomas P. O’Neill
" (Dem-Mass.) said he would
not be surprised if Vice
President Ford becomes the
next' president — ‘“and I
don’t mean elected presi-
dent.”. .
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