Saxbe Says Claim of Prwzlegg’
Could Stall Impeachment Study

WASHINGTON, Jan. 13 (UPI);  Mr. Saxbe, sworn in as attor-
—The House Judiciary Com-|ney general Jan. 4 after five
mittee’s impeachment investi-iyears in the Senate, repeated
gation could be delayed indefi- his position that the President|
nitely if President Nixon in-|was entitled to legal assistance|
vokes executive privilege and|from the Justice Department
refuses to turn over tapes and|during impeachment proceed-
documents, Attorney Generaljings in the House. -

William B. Saxbe said today.

A President using executive
privilege during an impeach-!
ment Investigation “is new
ground that has never bheen
explored before and 1 would
guess it’s finally going to be
decided by the Supreme Court
of the United States,” Mr.
Saxbe said.

“The President is certainly
entitled to some privilege. How

much has to be determined.|
The line has never been;
drawn.”

Mr. Saxbe said it would not
be “too wise” for him to haz- |
ard a prediction on what de-|
cision the Court would make
on executive privilege.

He was interviewed on the
Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem’s television program “Face
the Nation.”

Mr. Saxbe agreed that a de-
cision by the House committee
on whether to send impeach-
ment charges to the Senate for
trial could “be dragged out” for
an indefinite period if the Court
was asked to decide the execu-
tive privilege question.

The Judiciary Committee re-
ceived a setback during the
weekend when the Watergate
special prosecutor, Leon Jawor-
ski, said he would not share
with the panel evidence he had
obtained from White House|
lawvers — unless the courts|
overruled him. Mr. .Tawo'rskig‘
also said he would take any
evidence against President Nix-!
on to a grand jury. even hefore|
it is decided whether a Presi-i
dent can be indicted, i

Attorney General Saxhe said’
he believed “there is a serious|
question whether a President|

But, he said, if “it ever(
reached the point” that the
case was sent to the Senate
for trial “it would he necessary
for him to provide entirely kiz
own representation.”

Commenting on the possibil-
ity of the House’s voting to
impeach, Mr. Saxbe said:

“Some have said the President
could be impeached for good
reason or no reason at all be-
cause they [the House] didn't
like his necktie. I don't agree
with that. T think the House,
in their wisdom, will not doj|
something reckless like this, If
the President should happen to|
be impeached, which I doubt,
I believe it will he for gooad
cause that it develops and not
for something frivolous.”

In a related development, |
Senator Barry Goldwater, Re.
publican of Arizona, said today
that he would refuse to head
any Republican delegation to
the White House asking for
President Nixon’s resignation.

Mr. Goldwater, who said two
months ago that President Nix-
on was at an “all time low” in,
the eyes of the country, added
that he now believed the Presi-i
dent’s prestige and his ability|
to lead the nation had im-|
proved. ;

Senator Goldwater appeared
on the National Broadcasting'
Company’s television, “Meet!
the Press.” [

Asked about speculation thatl
some Republicans would ask|
him to go to the White Housel
to seek the President’s resigna-
tion, Ser,}ator Goldwater said he;
had not been asked to do so.
He added: ‘

“No. And I don’t think I

can be indicted” by a Federal {would because I don’t think it's
grand jury. He said that prob-ithe prerogative of one man to!
ably would be another issue for put himself above 46 or 47,
the Supreme Court. imillion Americans who voted|

He indicated he believed con-|for Mr. Nixon or the 23 or 24
troversy surrounding the Water-|per cent of the American peo-|

gate scandal might not be re-i
solved until the end of Mr.
Nixon's term in 1976. Asked if
she Pxesident might resign be-
fore then, he replied that Nixon |
“is pretty tough” and will with-
stand the nressure,

ple who still believe he should
be the President.”

Senator Goldwater said that
he would not favor the Presi-,
dent’s resigning because ‘it
would rajse havoc with the
whole world,”




