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President
Exceeds
Gas Limit

By Lou Cannon

Washington Post S(aff Wiiter
SAN CLEMENTE, Calif.

Jan. 12— President Nixon
~and his entourage have used
at least 170 gallons of gaso-
line for pleasure driving
during the President's 18-
day stay in Southern Cali-
-. fornia.
. This is more than six
- times the weekly limit of 10
-~ gallons that Federal Energy
- Office divector William E.
Simon has asked each Ameor-
_ican motorist to observe vol.
suntarily during the energy
-shortage.
S A compilation based on
the President’s announced
travel and on a conservative
.. estimate of his driving on un-
sannounced trips with C. G.
«(Bebe) Rebozo shows that
“Mr.  Nixon himseclf has
driven about 500 miles in his
late-model  Lincoln  limou-
_sine.” According to figures of
- the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. Lincoln limou-
_sines get 7.9 miles to the
gallon.

This would méan that the
-presidential car has con-
sumed 62 gallons in his

Jdrives around Southern Cal-
ifornia.

Mr. Nixon has been ac-
companied on all of his
drives by Secret Service
agents in a late-model sta-
tion wagon, which also vets

-about eight miles to the gal-
ton. At least three other
presidential cars made the
125-mile trip from the Presi-

.dent’s oceanside San Cle-

~mente estate to Palm De-

»sert, where Mr. Nixon has
been the guest since Wed-
nesday of publishing mag-
nate Walter Annenberg, (he

-U. S ambassador to Great

“Britain. 7 e

The fuel-use estimate is
hased upon eight miles a
gallon for the 500 miles
driven both hy the Presi-
~dent and the Secret Service
station wagon and 11 miles
to the gallon for the three
other cars that also accom-
panied Mr. Nixon from the
airport to San Clemente.

Mr.  Nixon’s announced
drives, in zddition to the
Palm Desert trip, have in-
~cluded a 106-mile round trip
“to La Jolla to attend the
wedding of his physician,
Dr. Walter Tkach. and
.shorter drives last Sundav
1o the San Clemente Pres.
“byterian Church' and to a
Mexican restaurant for din-
ner.

However, White House of-
ficials confirmed privately
that Mr. Nixon had taken
six unannounced drives with
Rehozo. One was a very
short drive and the others
were drives of two to three
hours apiece.

According to one White
House official. one of the
unannounced drives pro-
ceeded from the presidential
compound to the White
Mouse press message center
13 miles away in [Laguna
Beach without heing noticed
by any reporters.

On these private drives
“ebozo usually takes the
wheel with the President
alongside in the front. seat.

Stormy weather has
plagued the President dur-
ing much of his Southern
California stay. But the
weather has turned warm
since Mr. Wixon went to
Palm Desert, and he has
plaved golf several times on
Annenherg’s private course.

Many of the staff people
accompanying the President
have returned to Washing-
ton, including his private
secretary Rose Mary Woods,

There have heen no for-
mal White House briefings
since Wednesday, A brief
announcement  from the
White House press office to-
day said tha! the President
reviewed reports from Sec-
retary of State THenry A.
Kissinger ond talked by
phone with White House
chief of staff Alexander M.

Haig Jr. and press secretary

Ronald L. Ziegler.

“The President continues
Lo enjoy the dleasant
weather and resiful atmos-
phere at Palm Desert.” the
announcement said.




