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UAXBE DRAWS LINE
ON INPEACHMENT

Says Justice Agency Role
Would Depend on Charges
Made by the House

By LESLEY OELSNER
Special to The Now York Times
WASHINGTON, Jan. 11 At-
torney  General  William B.
Saxbe said today that the Jus-
tice Department would not help
President Nixon fight impeach-
ment by the House of Repre-
sentatives unless the House
was proceeding on “obviously
political grounds” and not on
“eriminal charges.”

Attorney General William B, Sa

xbe at his news session

The President would have to
get his own private attorneys|
to assist him, paying for them.!
perhaps, by a “defense fund,”
the altorndy general said. |

And should the President be!
impeached  and  the impeach-!
ment be sent to the Senate for]
trial, Mr. Saxbe said, the Jus-|
lice Department would have
“no role” whatsoeyver——no mat-l
ter what the grounds for the!
impeachment. |

“When it gets to the Sen-
ate,” for ‘“any reason,” Mr.!
Saxbe said, “at that time the
Justice Deparument is out of it.”

“His defense obviously would|
be in the hands of hig personal;
attorneys,” he added. i

Mr.  Saxbe, speaking this|
afternoon in his first news con-‘
ference since hecoming Attorney!
General on Jan. 4, made only|
one exception to his general|
statement that the department|
would have no role in impeach-|
ment. proceedings  before the|
House that were based on crim-
inal charges, !

Exception to Stand [

He said that he expected the|
special Walergate prosecutor, a!
supordinate if independent mem-|
ber of the department, to “co-|
operate” with the House to the!
extent he legally could by pro-
viding the Judiciary Committee,
which initiates the impeach-
ment process, with!information
he mayv develop on criminal
activity by the President.

A spokesman for the special
prosecutor, Leon  Jaworski,!
said later that Mr. Jaworski,
would  have no “immediately
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(2 large number of lawyers!

led. According to a Justice De-

comment” but that he wouldi’
comment “before the end of the|

lweekend.”

The new Attorney General, a
Republican who was formerly|
a Senator from Ohio, also said
that he thought that impeach-

|ment should be based only on

“indictable offenses.”

He said, too, that he did not
think  “we’ve reached that
point” yet where Mr. Nixon
had to hire his own attorneys
rather than use attorneys paid
for by the Government.

The Attorney General is
commonly called the Govern-.
ment's lawyer, for the Justice!
Department generally provides]
legal assistance to Government
officials sued for actions com-
mitted in the course of their
official work, It is defending
Mr. Nixon, for instance, in the|
dozens of lawsuits challenging|
impoundment of funds.

Lawyers at White Houge

However, Mr, Nixon also has

working at the White House|

now on various Watergate-re-|
lated legal problems—the law-|
suits over the White House tape|
recordings, for example. These,
lawyers are al] paid with Gov-|
crnment funds, apparently on|
the ground that they are work-/
ing on litigation or possible’
litigation invelving the Presi-.
dent's official role or duties. {

There is no clear precedent;
for payment of lawyers in the|
present situation, since the|
situation itself is l.:nprccedenb;
partment  lawvyer, however,’
there is some precedent regard-|
ing lawyers once a President is’
impeached. Andrew Johnson'
the only President to have been'
impeached, hired his own law-

(yers at his own expense for the
|Senate’s trial of the impeach-
jment, the lawyer said.

| One of Presidént Johnson's
‘attorneys in that trial was
Henry Stanbery, who had been
his Attorney General and had
resigned to help defend the
President. Mr. Saxbe was asked
today whether he would con-
sider resigning and heading a
Nixon defense team. He smiled
and said that he wag “not
qualified to be that kind of
lawver"

. The Attorney General, speak-
ng from & podium in the mas- |
sive and somewhat caudy room|
that the department calls the |
“great hall” wag relaxed and!
cheerful—and, with his double- |
breasted‘gray‘ suit and his re-|
fusal to he too specific about|
his plans for the department,
‘he was lawyerlike as well,

+ - He told the reporters that he|
ghadv had “no pressure from the !
|White House”—adding that he |
joffered this remark hecause re-f

’ppr'ters always seemed to ask
jhim if he had had any such’
|pressure, !
|, He took questions on sub-!
Jects ranging from the convie-

tion of Spirg T. Agnew {o the
energy crisis—indicating from
lime to time that he was not
sufficiently familiar with the
Department’s work or policy ta
|respond—and hinted that he
jdid not agree totally with the
iplan of former Attorney Gen-
jeral Elliott L. Richardson to re-
organize the department.,
I He said that the Agnew case
thad been handled properly, that
ihe hoped (o “end” any “unfair-
‘ness” in the department that
may have stemmed from “lack |
of communication, that he in.|
tended to be “part” of the gov-|
ernment’s involvement in deal- '
ing with the energy crisis. i
Mr. Saxbe said that he would !
push for legislation to protect |
the individual's right to pri-|
vacy. He said thai he wag in-
terested in developing legisia- -
tion tin the area of narcotics !
enforcement. He promised 1o in- |
vestigate the extent of wiretap-
ping——noting, howeéver, that he
considered it an “effective”
tool—and also promised to con-
tinue the previously initiated
department study of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.




