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fORD [S HOPEF
OF GOMPRONISE
NI T

'BACKS NIXON’S REFUSAL

Its ‘Operation Candor’

By ANTHONY RIPLEY

Special to The'New York Times
WASHINGTON, Jan, 6-—Vice
President Ford said today that
some compromise might be
possible between the White
|House and the Senate Water-
lgate committee following Presi-
‘dent Nixon's rejection on Fri-
{day of committee requests for
imore than 500 tapes and docu-
fments.
r As he had in an earlier con-
ffrontation  with  the special
‘prosecutor’s office, Mr. Nixon
‘cited the need for confidenti-
;ality in Presidential communix
lcations.
| Mr. Ford, appearing on thg
'National Broadeasting Come-
fpany‘s “Meet the Press” pro-
‘gram today, backed the Presi-
ident  refusal but  sought
icompromise rather than con-
{rontation.
| “I hope and trust that as we
.go down the road perhaps there
ican be some compromise,” Mr.
'Ford said. “But a 500-docu-
‘ment demand is far too broad,
/far too much of a fishing expe-
[dition.”

‘Area of Compromise’
He continued:
“Now, if they are willing to
j'make some refinements in the
idemand, cutting it down to
ithings that are more relevant
to the committee's responsi-
‘bilities, then I think there may
‘be-—and I underline ‘may he'—
.an area of compromise.”
i The Vice President said that
ithough he had been on a fam-
Jily vacetion during the last'two
iweeks, he had been in touch
jwith the President “five or six
/times personally by telephone.”
! Last week, Sendtor Sam J.
JErvin Jr, Democrat of North
|Carolina whao is chairman of
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‘lthe Watergate committee, alsa
Ii‘nclligatecji ‘a possibility of com-
promise in an interview in his
[home state.

President Nixon lost in both
the United States District Court
and the United Stateg Court of
Appeals in attempts to keep
Presidential documents out of
the hands of the special proses
cutor, '

Following his second sect-
back, Mr. Nixon attempted to
arrange a compromise with
the former special prosecutor,
Archibald Cox, but was turned
down. He dismissed Mr, Cox,
saying he was pressing too hard
on the issue.

The Senate’s request for such
documents was turned down by
the President and by Chief
Judge John J. Sirica of the
United States District Court.
Congress has since passed #
law. giving the Senate a firmer
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legal footing for going back to
court.

The committee’s request for
information is based on its
legislative job—that is, to find
out what went on in the Water-
gate scandals as a basis for
writing laws to prevent them
from happening again.

In today’s televised inter-
view, Mr, Ford said he hoped
the so-called “‘operation can-
dor” would be revived. This
was a White House effort to
put Watergate related facls
more fully before the public.

The White House has re-
portedly backed away from Op-
eration Candor,

‘I have expressed my desire
that the White House not only
initiate, but also expand its Op-
eration Candor,” the Vice Pres-
ident said. “I did favor the
President going out to meet
the people as he did prior to
the Chistmas holidays.”

“I was very much in favor of
the President disclosing his in-
come tax returns, as well as
his financial situation, and 1
hope and trust, despite what 1
understand is seme reluctance
at the present time, hat the
Presiden will continue with Op-
eration Candor with a full dis-
closure, or a white paper in-
volving the I.T.T. matter and
the so-called milk fund con-
tribution.”

The references were to a
multimillion-dollar pledge Dby
dairy interests seeking quotas
to limit imports and for rises

in price supports and to the in-
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‘\,’ef;tiga(,ion Lha:’;\grcw cut of a
1$400,000 pledge from the In-!
|ternational Telephone and Tele-
'graph Corporation for the 1972
.Republican National Conven-
‘tion. |

i Mr. Ford said ‘he was “abso

Hutely certain” that Mr. Nixeon

“was acting properly and pracwg'f
tically” at the time milk price,
supports were increased. As for!
LTT., he stated, “I am con-|
vincad that the President is ab-!
isolutely free and clear of any!
fwrongful actions as far as LT.T.

‘s concerned.”
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